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Letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travis, in Vindication of one of the 
Tranflator’s Notes to Michaelis’s Introduétion, and in Con- 
firmation of the Opinion, that a Greek Manu/cript, now pre- 
ferved in the Public Library of the Univerfity of Cambridge, 
is one of the Seven, which are quoted by R. Stephens at 
1 Fohn V.7. with an Appendix, containing a Review of Mr. 
Travis’s Collation of the Greek MSS. which he examined 
in Paris: an Extra& from Mr. Pappelbaum’s Treatife on 
the Berlin MS. and an Effay on the Origin and Objeé? of the 
Velefian Readings. By the Tranflator of Michaelis. 8vo. 
8s. Boards. Marth. 1795. 


‘THE controverfy on the much difputed paffages 1 John 

V. 7. has been attended with great advantage to the 
learned world. It has excited a Porfon to open his treafures 
of learning and erudition, and the tranflator of Michaelis has 
given to the world another proof of thofe abilities which are 
fo -well employed in the fervice of literature and theology. 
Whether the celebrated paffage proceeded from the pen of 
the evangelift (though on this fubje& perhaps very few 
doubts remain among the learned), we are not called upon to 
determine. The advocates for orthodoxy have laid a ftrefs 
upon it,'as if on the fupport of their reading the whole of reii- 
gion depended: and on the other hand the heretics hhave not 
been lefs violent in their oppofition to it, from a prefumption 
that a very great point would be gained by the expulfion of 
this paffage from their teftaments. On this head we fhall 
have no fcruple in declaring, that there feems to be little rea- 
fon on either fide for fuch prefumptions: the caufe of ortho- 
doxy will hardly be confidered as involved in this queftion, by 
thofe who have either read or heard of the violent controver- 
fies in the Greek church, which muft Have produced an ap- 
peal to this paffage, if it could have been found in their ma- 
nufcripts: and, on the other hand, as for mauy ages the paf- 
fage now fuppofed to be fpurious, was inferted in the Latin 
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verfions, and referred to continually without oppofition from 
many heretics, who probably had no fufpicion of its want of 
authenticity, we may fafely conclude that the great difpute on 
the nature of God is not at all involved in the prefent contro 
verfy. 

But if a mixture of religious prejudices has on both fides 
beftowed on this paflage a degree of confequence which it 
really does not deferve, the tenacity with which it has been 

‘defended has occafioned a minute inquiry into the pretenfions 

of the firft editors of our printed teftaments to accuracy in the 
collation and printing, and to judgment in the felection of their 
manufcripts. In feparating from the Romifh church, we pro- 
feffed to open the door to facred knowledge, by publifhing the 
{criptures in the vulgar tongue; but this duty would be ill 
_ performed, if, inftead of fearching for the original in the 
pureft fources, we fhould content ourfelves with the firft at- 
tempts of, it might be, ignorant, prejudiced, carelefs tran- 
{cribers, collaters, and printers. We do not fay that fuch « 
were the firft publifhers of our teftaments ; for we have fuf- 
ficient proofs of their learning, and, in many refpects, of their 
care: but it is too much to expect from the nature of man, 
that in a work of this fort no error fhould have been com- 
mitted. At any rate an inquiry into their merits cannot be 
without fervice to the public; it will eftablifh a conviction of 
the general value of our teftaments, and be the means of cor- 
recting thofe errors, from which it is hardly poflible to fup- 
pofe that they could at firft have been entirely free: the dif- 
pute revived by Travis muft on this account excite the atten- 
tion of every fcriptural critic, as, in the progrefs of it, a variety 
of readings has been inveftigated,—the miftakes of collaters 
pointed out, and the value of manyfcripts and editions fairly 
a{certained. 

The work before us dates its origin from a remark of Travis 
en a note in the tranflation of Michaelis, in which the tranfla- 
tor brings fome arguments to prove that a manufcript in the 
library of the univerfity of Cambridge is one of the manufcripts 
ufed by Stephens for the edition of his Greek Teftament, 
This difcovery was made by Marfh about two years ago, 
when he was at Cambridge fuperintending the printing of 
the tranflation, which he had brought with him from Ger- 
many; and on his return to Leipfig, where he now refides, 
he drew up thefe Letters in confirmation of his opinion. ‘They 
were printed on the fpot, and about three months ago the 
edition arrived in England. 

To the Letters is prefixed a Preface giving a fhort but very 
judicious ftatement of the controverfy on the verfe in John’s 
firft epiftle, and the teflimony of the leatned tranflator is de- 
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eidedly for the {purioufnefs of the paflage in queftion. In 
fupport of the authenticity of this paflage, Travis contends 
that Stephens was in pofleffion or had the ufe of: certain ma- 
nufcripts containing the paflage, which have taken their flight 
in an unaccountable manner, and are now no longer vifible to 
mortal eyes; confequently, as Marfh contends that a manu- 
{cript which he has difcovered, and which does not contain 
this paflage, is one of thofe ufed by Stephens, the matter is 
fairly at iffue between the two parties, and the public will de- 
cide upon an impartial review of their refpective arguments. 

_ We hall firit confider the arguments of the writer of the 
work before us. He found a manu(fcript in the univerfity li- 
brary, marked K k—6—4, containing the Ads and the 
Epidtles, having the name of Vatablus written on the infide of 
the cover at the beginning of the manufcript,—and like- 
wife at the end of the manufcript; and in both places the 
name was written in the middle of the page, and in the 
fame hand. The name of Hautin was alfo at the begin- 
ning of the manufcript; but as Vatablus was an intimate 
friend of Stephens’, the conjecture, that he was the pofleflor 
of this MS. founded on the writing of the name, led to an- 
other, that this was really alfo ufed by Stephens. 

To try the ftrength of this conjecture formed (we may al- 
low, on very probable grounds of external evidence), the natu- 
ral mode was, doubtlefs, to compare its readings with thofe of 
the manufcripts quoted by Stephens on the Aéts and the 
Epiftles. But to fhorten this labour, a number was previoully 
excluded, from circumftances related by Stephens, or after- 
wards eftablifhed by refpe€table authority. Stephens mentions, 
that he had procured fix manufcripts from various quarters,— 
and that he borrowed eight from the royal library at Paris. 
Thefe, added to the Complutenfian edition, and a manufcript 
collated in Italy, make up the fixteen works which are noted 
by Greek charalers in the margin of his teftament. ‘The 
eight in the royal library are out of the queftion; and if the 
conjecture is well founded, that the manufcript in queftion 
did belong to Vatable, it muft be found among the fix bor- 
rowed from various quarters. ‘Thefe fix are denoted by the 
letters 6, 1a, iB, ty, 10, is. but 6 and i8 have been difcovered 
by Wetftein in the Codex Coiflinianus, 200, and Codex Re- 
gius, 83; and id has been found by Griefbach to be the Co- 
dex Victorinus, 774. ‘There remained only ta, sy, ws, for 
examination ; but is having been quoted above fifty times in 
the Apocalypfe, a part not, in out fuppofed Vatable’s manu- 
{cript, the number to be examined is brought down to two, ia 
and sy. In the sa are twenty fingular readings quoted by Ste- 
phens in thie catholic epiltles,—in the :y twenty-five: confe- 
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quently if none of thefe fingular readings were to be found in 
the manufcript in queftion, it could not have been confulted 
by the marks sa and ty by Stephens : and according to the pro- 

ortion of thefe fingular readings found in our manufcript, the 
conjecture will be itrengthened or weakened: for it muft be 
obferved, that, though all the readings of either ta or sy were 
not found in our manufcript, ftill fomething muft be allowed 
for the errors of the prefs; and it might, notwithftanding the 
apparent differences, have been accurately collated and marked 
by the terms s@ or sy, in the copy of the Parifian editor. 

The twenty readings of ia were firft fought for in our ma- 
nufcript; but not one was to be found there, and confequent- 
ly recourfe was had to the twenty-five readings of sy. Here 
the cafe was exactly the reverfe, every reading was to be found 
in our manufcript ; and from this circum{tance it appears to 
us, that, without further inquiry, our author was juftly entitled 
to give to this manufcript the name of Codex Vatabli.. But 
we will give his opinion in his own words— 


‘ This extraordinary.coincidence therefore between the charac- 
teriftic readings of the Codex sy, and thofe of the Codex Vatabli, 
united with the external evidence derived from the manufcript’s 
having been the property of one of Stephens’s intimate friends, af- 
forded, as I thought, and as | {till think, a very fatisfactory proof 
of their identity. Further, upon confulting the editions of Mill, 
Wetftein, and Griefbach, I found 1ft. that of the twenty-five fingu- 
lar readings of the Codex ty, no manufcript at prefent known, befide 
the Codex Vatabli, contains even a fixth part: 2dly. that if we 

_except the Codex Alexandrinus, which contains four of them, and 
four only, there is no fingle manufcript at prefent known, which 
contains any two of them: and 3dly. that all the manufcripts put 
together, which have been collated by Mill, Wetftein, and Grief- 
bach, (to whom, as I have fince learnt, may be added Matthii and: 
Alter), contain only two-fifths of them.—Whether under thefe 
circumftances I rightly concluded, that if any one manufcript was 
found to contain them all, it could be no other than the very ma- 
nufcript from which they had been taken, or whether the inference 
was made with that “ precipitancy,” of which you have thought 
proper to accufe me, I leave to be determined by thofe, who are 
competent judges.’ p. 8. 


Of the twenty-five readings thus afferted by Marth to be found 
in the Codex Vatabli, Travis allows twenty-four to be really 
there; and the difpute on the twenty-fifth, making the fubjeét 
of the fecond Letter, we fhall defer at prefent,—intending to re- 
fume it when we have confidered the remarks of our author on 
the allowed coincidence of the twenty-four readings. Thefe are 
in the third Letter, arranged in three-clafles,—the firft contain- 
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ing fourteen readings, for which no manufcript except the ry 
__ has been quoted by-either Mill, Wetftein, Griefbach, Matthii, 

or Alter,—the fecond containing readings, which have been 
found in only one manufcript befide the Codex «y,—the third 
containing readings which have been difcovered in more 
than one manufcript befide the Codex ry. ‘This account dif- 
fers from that given by Travis, who aflerts that twelve out of 
the twenty-four readings have been difcovered in other Greek 
manufcripts; confequently, if we take off two from the firft 
clafs, he ought to be fatisfied, and there will be ftill left fufh- 
cient ground for our author’s pofitions. ‘That thefe two can- 
not be ftruck off, is maintained with great ftrength and pre- 
cifion of reafoning in this letter; and the arguments on both 
fides fhall be hereafter confidered. 

According to the prefent ftate of the queftion, then, placed 
in the moft favourable manner for Travis, we have a, manu- 
{cript fuppofed to be one ufed by Stephens, becaufe out of the 
twenty-five readings it differs from his manufcript in one place 
only, and out of the twenty-four remaining one half are to 
be found, and the other half not to be found in any other ma- 
nufcripts. ‘This appeal might therefore fairly be made to the 
critical ftudent: is it probable that a manufcript fhould thus 
coincide with the peculiar readings marked by Stephens in 
his margin under any one fignature, unlefs it were really the 
very manufcript ufed by Stephens? We are decided in our 
opinion, as we faid before, on this fubjeé ; but our author, re- 
folved not to leave any fcruples in the mind of his reader, has 
in his fourth. Letter introduced a very ingenious theorem, 
which may be applied not only to this but to many other 
fimilar queftions— 


‘ If after a collation of Greek MSS. to the amount of any nuth- 
ber, which I will call p, the readings 4, B, C, D, &c. to the 
amount of m; have all been found in one of thefe MSS. which L 
will call &, but not one of them in any other manufcript : more- 
over if other readings A, B, T, A, &c. to the amount of #, have 
likewife been all found in the MS. &, but each of them in only 
one other manufcript: further, if a third fet of readings, to the 
amount of r, is contained in the MS. &, but each of them in only 
two other manufcripts; a fourth fet to thé amount of s, each of 
which has been difcovered in only three other manufcripts, and fo 
on: in that cafe, if all thefe readings fhould afterwards be found in 
any one manufcript, the probability that the manufcript, in which 
they are thus found, is the very identical manufcript, from which 
they had been taken, is to the chance of its being a different ina- 
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nufcript as — tor.’ Pp. 70. 


1™, 2°. 3°. 4°. ke. 
_Upon this theorem he dtawsa conclufion, that, if only twen- 
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ty-two readings are agreed on, as they are by him and Tra 
vis, the probability of the Codex Vatabli being the Codex 17’ 
is, to the probability of its being a different manufcript, as 
931322 57461542601 562499999999999999 to unity,—a de- 

ree of probability in its favour, which few perfons. will be 
inclined to difpute. : 

Travis has treated very flightingly the circumftance of the 
name of Vatablus being written in the manufcript: but our . 
author (and we agree with him im this refpect) does not con- 
fider this as a matter of little importance in fuch a queftion. 
In the library at Leipzig is a copy of R.' Stephens’ edition 
of the Vulgate printed in 1534; and in this the name of Va- 
table is written twice, and in both places about the middle 
of the page. A fac-fimile is given of thefe writings, by which 
the external evidence is ftrengthened, and the probability is 
now very great that Stephens had the ufe of his sy from his 
friend Vatable. . 

Our arguments as yet are drawn from a collation of the Co- 
dex Vatabli and sy in the Catholic Epiftles, and in fingular 
readings only : but to put the fubjeCt out of all difpute, a colla- 
tion has been inftituted of all the readings m thefe Epiftles 
quoted from the ry by Stephens, with one or more manufcripts : 
and as the'Codex Vatabli contains aifothe A&ts and Epiftles of 
St. Paul, the fame thing has been done in thofe parts for the 
fingular readings, or the moft remarkable readings, in con- 
junction with other manufcripts. From this collation it ap- 
pears, firft, that, out of the thirty-four readings thus found in 
‘the Catholic Epiftles, thirty-three are precifely the fame in the 
Codex Vatabli as Stephens has quoted them. In 1. Peter 11. 
20. Stephens’ text is xoraPifouevor voroucveile,—the Codex’ sy 
gives xorafouevor varouevele,—in the Codex Vatabli it is xorafoue~ 
vot vmoueveile, Various reafons are given for the prefumption 
of a miftake in Stephens, his collator or compoftor; but the 
Jaft appears to us fufliciently fatisfactory. Stephens lras quoted 
for his reading two MSS 4 and ty. Now xoragouevas being in 
both, and imouevde differing from doueveile in a fingle letter 
only, Stephens may uot have thought it neceffary to diftin- 
guifh by the marks 1 and ty the feparate readings. We fhould 
not approve of this conduct in a modern collator: but that it 
was not uncommon with Stephens, is proved in feveral in- 
ftances. 

In the Epiftles of St. Paul are thirteen fingular readings, of 
which, as far as the Codex Vatabli could be examined, they all 
agree 3 but the two laft are not to be found there, becaufe the 
chapters, in which they are, have been torn out of the ma- 
nufcript. ‘There is indeed in one inftance the appearance of 
a diflerence 5 but this is fatisfactorily accounted for from the 
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error of Stephens or hiscompofitorin the placing of a reference. 

On the other readings of the Codex ty in thefe Epiftles, it was 
unneceflary to examine every one ; but, from the collation of 
the moft remarkable, it appears, that the Codex Vatabli and 
ty agree in transferring the three laft verfes in the Epiftle to 
the Romans to the end of the fourteenth chapter, in tranfpof- 
ing the two parts of the verfe at’2 Cor. 1. 6, and in three 
particular omiflions in other places. 

In the Aé&ts of the Apoftles, five readings only are found, 
four of which correfpond to the text in the Codex Vatabli; 
but in feveral Jong and remarkable readings, which ty has in 
common with other manufcripts, it correfponds to the text 
of the Codex Vatabli, and increafes the probability of our 
writer’s pofition. The difference in the fingular readings is in 
A&cts xi. 3. where Stephens’ text gives or1, Codex ry, Co- 
dex Vatabli or. This miftake is accounted for in various 
ways, and gives occafion for pointing out feveral other errors 
in Stephens ; and after (in our opinion) fufficiently fettling the 
queftion, the writer concludes with an argumentum ad hoe 
minem, which will not eafily be confuted by the perfon to 
whom it is addreffed. In the Appendix to I ravis’s book is a 
Number entitled, ‘ The Preface to the Bible of Complutum,” 
which is inferted alfo in the laft edition of the fame work. In 
the laft edition ex is before apo/folica, but in the other apo/fo- 
lica is Without the ex ; hence fays our author, if you, Mr. 
‘Travis, doubt, that my Codex Vatabli is the :y of Stephens, 
becaufe it has or: where the :y has it not, we muft conclude, 
from ex being in one edition and not in another of your 
works, that you have really given us two different Prefaces 
made at Complutum. But as this variation in quotations is 
of fome importance, our author purfues the fubject farther in 
the fixth Letter. : 

Before we examine this fubje&t,—as. we have given the ar- 
guments to prove the Codex Vatabli to be the Codex sy of 
Stephens, it will not be improper to go back a little, and to 
confider fome of the objections made by Travis to this pofi- 
tion. We promifed to do this in the remarks on the fecond 
Letter, where it was obferved, that Travis, from a difference 
in one reading, had taken the contrary fide : he has alfo point- 
ed out an error in Marfh’s note, in which, inftead of twenty- 
five, it is mentioned that Stephens has quoted the manufcript 
ty in twenty places only. “Now, as there is no great merit in 
allowing an error, where the correction of it tends fo much 
to the advantage of the perfon corrected, we need not afcribe 
any great praife to our author, for the handfome manner in 
which he acknowledges his obligation to the corrector : but 


we muft gonfefs our furprife that Travis does not feem to 
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have perceived how much he increafed the probability againft 
himfelf by this correction. Marth evidently overlooked twen- 
ty for twenty-five: the argument is built upon the latter 
number ; and the different reading of one paffage in the ty, ac- 
cording to Stephens’ margin and the Codex Vatabhy, lays the 
foundation for ‘I ravis’s grand objeCtion. 

In the text. of sy, according to Travis, we find im James: 
v. 7. ‘Ewe av Aakn mpwipov nat opiuov: in the Codex Vatabli we 
read ‘Ews aaGn xapmov mpwiuov mat ovimwov. Here the omifhion of 
ay and infertion of xagzov in the Codex Vatabli would, if the re- 
préfentation were jut, fettle the queftion. Marth denies the 
{tatement of his adverfary ; for the text of sy can be afcertain- 
ed only from Stephens’ margin, and he denies that Stephens 
has given fuch a reading for the manufcript ry. On this 
queftion every impartial byftander may eafily form a decifive 
judgment by an infpeGtion of Stephens’ margin. Marth 
fays, that of the fix words, tws av rabn mpwinmov xa ofimor, 
Stephens has not quoted one fingle fyllable from this manu- 
{cript. His marginal note ty refers to the word doy, which 
is not in the Codex Vatabli; nor in sy, and therefore, as far as 
Stephens’ teftimony goes, the two Codices Vatabli and :y may 
in this paflage have agreed. But, fays Travis, if you deduét 
velv, there will remain a difference between the Codex Vata- 
bli and sy, for in the one is the particle avy, which is omitted 
in the other. But how do you know that av was in the Co- 
dex sy?—and on this conclufion let our author {peak for him- 


felf— 


‘ This, fir, isa conclufion, which I fhould have expeéted from 

a novice in the art of criticifm, but certainly not from fo experi- 
enced a critic, as yourfelf: for the conclufion refts upon a prin- 
ciple, which upon examination will appear to be totally falfe. The 
principle, which 1 mean, is this: that wherever Stephens is filent 
in refpect to any one of his manufcripts, that manufcript had the 
fame text with his own.: or, that.if we with to difcover the text 
of any one of Stephens’s manufcripts, we have only to make fuch 
alterations, in Stephens’s text, as Stephens has actually noted. But 
in no edition of the Greek Teftament, or of any other book, that 
is publifhed with various readings from Greek manufcripts, are we 
authorifed to argue in this manner, except on the following condi- 
tions ; 1ft that the editor engages to quote a// the readings, in which 
his MSS differ frem, his own text ; and 2dly that he faithfully ful- 
fils his engagements. Now it is well known, that in the fixteenth 
century, when criticifm was hardiy advanced beyond the ftate of 
infancy, no editor engaged to collate manufcripts fo completely, as 
to note all their deviations from his own text, a labour which has 
been referved for the prefent age: and with refpeét to Robert Ste- 
phens 
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phens in particular, it is equally well known, that though the 
Complutenfian edition, which he confidered and treated as one of 
_ his manufcripts, differs from Stephens’s own text in above thirteen 
hundred places, he has not quoted it even in fix hundred. And if 
this has happened in the cafe of a legibly printed book, which 
Stephens had conftantly at hand, and to which he could at all times 
have recourfe, how much more eafily might it have happened in 
the cafe of a Greek manufcript, which it is more difficult to read, 
and in which it is much more probable that a collator fhould be 
guilty of overfights, than in the collation of a printed edition. If 
Stephens’s margin therefore exhibits not one half of the differences 
between his own text and that of his manufcripts, it neceflary follows 
that if you take any paflage at a venture, where Stephens has no 
quotation from a given manufcript, it is at leaftan equal chance, 
that in that paffage the manufcript has one or more variations, not- 
withftanding Stephens’s filence.’ P. 19. 


We are overwhelmed with proofs in fupport of the laft po- 
fition. The Complutenfian text is compared in many places 
with the marginal references to it by Stephens; from which 
our author collects, that, if a Complutenfian text were form- 
ed upon the principles of his adverfary, it would contain not 
feventeen but feven hundred errors.—In the prefent ftate of 
the controverfy we fhall for obvious reafons be very cautious 
both in forming and declaring our opinions : but in the inftance 
before us, without taking into confideration the {trong argu- 
ments adduced by our author for believing that xaprov was in 
the Codex sy, we have not the leaft fcruple in declaring, that 
the objection of Travis, founded on the marginal note of 
Stephens, féems to us to be totally without foundation. 

ae (Zo be continued.) 





Paradife Regained, a Poem, in four Books, by Fohn Milton. 
4 new Edition, with Notes of various Authors. By Charles 
Dunfler, M.A. 4to. 18s. Boards. Cadell and Davies. 
1795: 7 

WE have long been of. opinion, with the prefent edi 

tor, that the Paradife Regained of Milton has been 
greatly undervalued. .In comparifon with the more fplendid 
glories of Paradife Loft, its luftre finks into nothing, and con- 
fidered as a whole, the plan is meagre; but there are paf- 
fages in it of the higheft beauty, and upon which a poet, 
whofe fame was yet to be eftabiifhed, might well build his 
reputation. Such are, the ftriking bird’s-eye view from the 
mountain Niphates, of the eaftern kingdoms, and the Parthian 
army pouring out from the gates of Ctefiphon,—the living 
6 , picture 
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picture of the great capital of the Roman empire, with het 
roads thronged with proconfuls, li€tors,; &c. going to. their 
refpective provinces,—and the defcription of Greece, with 
the different fects of philofophers ; the two laft of which have 
fuggefted many images to Thomfon in his poem of Liberty, 
Thefe, and a few more paflages, claim admiration, and re- 
quire as well as deferve the elucidation of notes ; but ne art 
of criticifm will raife the general tenor of the poem to any 
thing like a levei with the Paradife Loft. The plan is narrow, 
and barren of incident,—it is not taken from the moft intereft- 
ing or effential part of the miffion of our Saviour ; and what 
was ftill more unfavourable to the poet, he was not at equal 
liberty to embellifh it as he had been an event drawn from the 
dim records of antiquity, and fhadowed out probably in alle- 
gorical obfcurity. ‘The foliloquies of our Saviour in the Para- 
dife Regained are too long as well as profaic. As to the cha- 
racter of Satan, it is as inferior to the character of that being 
in the former poem, as a cheating Jew pedlar is to a Car- 
touche or a Mandrino. It wants both dignity and {pirit. 

It is time, however, to return from the poem to Mr. Duntter’s 


edition of it, of the defign of which he thus {peaks— 


¢ The prefent publication originates in an opinion, (which per- 
haps begins to prevail,) that the Paradife Regained of our great! 
Englifh poet has never had juftice done it either by critics or com- 
mentators. As it has been generally and unjuftiy under-rated, fo it 
has been negligently and fcantily illuftrated. Bifhop Newton, 
though an excellent {cholar, was not, it has been faid, in every re- 
fpeét qualified for an editor of Milton. His edition of the Para- 
dife Loft is, however, an able work; and has been moft accept- 
able to the public. But his edition of our author’s other poems 
bears evident marks of hafte : that of the Paradife Regained in par- 
ticular is extremely imperfect. Much here rernained to. be done. 
Hopes were entertained that the late Mr. Warton, whofe eminence 
in every branch of criticifm fo peculiarly qualified him for the, of- 
fice, would have undertaken both the Paradife Regained and the 


. Samfon Agoniftes. But that hope (it is much to be regretted) is 


no more: and, by an unfortunate accident, the editor is preciuded 
from the poilibility of benefiting by the colle€tions which Mr. War- 
ton had made for that purpofe.’ p. i. 





* Of the notes given in Bifhop Newton’s edition, the greater part 
are here retained ; fome are omitted, and fome are confiderably 
curtailed ; the name of the author is always fubjoined. Where 
any thing has been gleaned from the excellent edition of the Juve- 
nile Poems, or from any other printed work, it is generally attribut- 
ed to the writer fromm whom the remark is taken; when this is 

omitted, 
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Dinfier’s Edition of Paradife Regained. ‘1r3t 
‘mitted, it is entirely accidental—The editor is accountable to but 
few perfons for the favour of affiftance. To one gentleman his ob- 
ligations are indeed fo confiderable, that it might be difficult for him 
to ftate the extent of them with any degree of accuracy; ‘but this is fo 


far from being neceffary, that he is not at liberty to mention the 
name of the friend to whom he is fo materially indebted.’ p. ii, 


As the original notes given in this edition relate to fuch 
paflages or circumftances as remained to be elucidated after 
the labours of fuch excellent commentators, it will not be 
wondered at, that, though elegant and pleafing, they are lefs 
important than thofe of Newton and Thyer. They are ex- 
tremely full in the citation of parallel paflages, not only from 
other authors, but from the former poems of Milton himfelf. 
The editor feems fenfible that the profufion with which thefe 
are introduced may lay him open to the blame of having, unne- 
ceflarily {welled the work; and, in truth, we think many of them 
might have been fpared. Expreflions and images common to 
all poets, fuch as the gray morning,—the brown /hade of woods,— 
the dlack wings of night,—the lark rifing from the neft on the 
ground,—the whifpering of the wind,—no more réquire being 
traced from author to author than the-elementary fyllables of 
which thefe expreflions are compofed. When Milton, after 
having mentioned a grove, tells us that the birds fung in it, 
our induftrious editor brings a paflage of Virgil, and two from 
Spenfer, to fhow that thofe poets had faid the fame thing be- 
fore him. But that birds fing in groves, it required no pecu- 
liar powers to difcover. Every poet that creates a grove, to 
the end of time, will alfo produce birds to fing in it: and if 
thefe are called parallel paflages, they might be multiplied with - 
out limit or meafure.——We do not mean to fay, however, 
that all the notes now firft offered to the public are of this de- 
{cription,—or to deny that the whole coilection prefents an 
elegant and ample elucidation of this too much neglected 
work of our great poet.. As each book is clofed by fome 
general remarks, we fhall, by quoting thofe on the firft book, 
give our readers a better opportunity of appreciating the 
talents of Mr. Dunfter for criticifm, than by felecting any of 
the notes— 


‘ That the Paradife Regained has been confiderably under- 
rated by the world, feems of late to be an opinion almoft generally 
admitted. But perhaps we fliall ftate the fat more correétly, if we 
fay that it has been meglefed, rather than under-rated, that it has 
Deen more unknown, than not admired. This is fo much the cafe, 
that I apprehend fome of the warmeft panegyrifts of the Paradife 
Loft have never honoured this poem with a perufal; or only with 


a cafual and moft unfair one, under a cloud of prejudices againtt 
it. 








132 Dunfier?s Edition of Paradife Regained, 


it——A critic, whofe tafte, judgment, and candor are unqueftion- 
ed, has given it abfolutely no place at all among the works of its 
author. ‘ If I might venture to place Milton’s works according 
to their degrees of poetic excellence,” fays Dr. Jofeph Warton, 
“ it fhould be perhaps in the following order, Paradife Loft, 
Comus, Samfon Agoniftes, .Lycidas, L’Allegro, Il Penferofo,” 
(See concluding note to: the Lycidas, in Warton’s edition of Mil. 
ton’s Juvenile Poems!) I fhould hope that Paradife Regained 
flipped accidentally out of the lift: indeed what the late Mr. War. 
ton has faid of the Comus, I do not hefitate to apply to the poem 
before us, and to hazard freely my unqualified opinion, that “ the 
author is here inferior only to his own Paradife Loft.” ’ 

‘ If we take this opportunity to reconfider this firft book, we fhall 
find much to admire, and little to cenfure. 

* The propofition of the fubjeét (ver. 1.) is clear and dignified, 
and is beautifully wound up in the concluding line, 


¢ And Eden rais’d in the wafte wildernefs. 


‘ The invocation of the Holy Spirit (ver. 8.) is equally devout 
and poetical. The baptifm of John (ver. 18.) carries us with the 
beft effect in medias res. Satan’s infernal council (ver. 40.) is 
- briefly, but finely affembled; his fpeech is admirable ; and the ef- 
fect of it is ftrongly depicted. This is ftrikingly contrafted by the 
fucceeding beautiful defcription of the Deity furrounded by his 
angels ; hig fpeech to them, and the triumphant hymn, of the celef- 
tial choir. Indeed the whole opening of this poem is executed 
in fo mafterly a-manner, that making allowance for a certain wifh 
to compre/s, which is palpably vifible, very few parts of the Pa- 
radife Loft can in any refpect claim a pre-eminence.—The brief 
defcription (ver. 193.) of our Lord’s entering— 


‘ now the bordering defert wild, 
And with dark fhades and rocks environ’d round, 





And again, (ver. 295.)-where “ looking round on every fide he bee 
holds” 
‘ A pathlefs defert, dufk with horrid fhades, 


as fcenes worthy the pencil of Salvator, Our Lord’s Soliloquy 
(ver. 196.) is a material part of the poem, and briefly narrates the 
early part of his life. In the Paradife- Loft, where the divine 
perfons are fpeakers, Milton has fo chaftened his pen, that we 
meet with few poetical images, and chiefly fcriptural fentiments, de- 
livered, as near as may be, in {criptural, and almoft always in unorna- 
mented language. But the poet feems_to confider this circumftance 
of the temptation, (if I may venture fo to exprefs myfelf), as the laft 
perfect completion of the initiation of the man Jefus in the myftery 
cf his own divine nature and office; at leaft he feels himfelf entitled 
to make our Saviour while on earth, and “ infhrined in flefhy ta- 
bernacle,” 
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bernacle,” {peak in a certain degree, avépwmivws, Or, after the man- 
ner of men. Accordingly all the {peeches of our ‘bleffed Lord, in 
this poem, are far more elevated than any language that is put into 
the mouth of the divine f{peakers in any part of the Paradife Loft. 
The ingrafting Mary’s fpeech (ver, 230.) imto that of her fon, it 
muft be allowed, is not a happy circumftance. It has an awkward 
effect, loads the reft of the fpeech, and might have .been avoid- 
ed, and better managed. The defcription (ver. 303.) of the pro- 
bable manner of our Lord’s paffing the forty days in the wildernefs 
is very picturefque ; and the return’ of the wild beails (ver..310.) 
to their paradifiacal mildnefs is finely touched. ‘The appearance 
of the tempter in his aflumed character (ver. 314.); the deep art of 
his two firft {peeches, covered, but not totally concealed, by a 
femblance of fimplicity ; his bold avowal and plaufible_vindication 
of himfelf (ver. 357.); the fubfequeut detection of his fallacies 
(ver. 407.), and. the pointed reproofs of his impudence and hypo- 
crify, on the part of our bleffed Lord,—eannot be too much ad- 
mired. Indeed, the whole conclufion of this book abounds fo 
much in clofenefs of reafoning, grandeur of fentiment, elevation of 
ftyle, and harmony of numbers, that it may well be queftioned 
whether poetry on fuch a fubject, and efpecially in the form of 
dialogue, ever produced any thing fuperior to it. 

‘ The fingular beauty of the brief defcription of night coming 
on in the defert, has been particularly noticed in its place: it clofes 
the book with fuch admirable effeét, that it leaves us con da bocca 
dolce.” P. 54+ 





The Repertory of Arts and Manufaéures : confifting of Origi- 
nal Communications, Specifications of Patent Inventions, and 
Seledions of Useful Praétical Papers from the Tranfaéions 4 
the Philofophical Societies of All Nations, &c. &c. Vols. I. 
II, I. 8vo. rl. 8s. 6d. Boards. Robinfons. 1794—S. 


HE nature of this publication will be beft communicated 
by inferting part of the Advertifement which is prefixed to 
it— : 


* Specifications of patents will, it is prefumed, be found an in‘er- 
efting part of this work. In felecting thefe the editors may probably 
fometimes appear to be guided by neither of the above-mentioned 
confiderations (utility, €c,) ; there being with refpeét to patents an- 
other, which in'their opinion it would be wrong to overlook ; name 
ly, the gratification of public curiofity. Confequently, whenever they 
have reafon to think they can gratify that curiofity, by the infer- 
tion of any particular {pecification, they will confider it as their 
duty to infert it, though the invention for which the patent is 
granted fhould not appear to tiem to poflefs any great claims " 

public 
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public notice. It may not be improper to obferve, that the fpeci, 
fications are given exactly in the words of the original, as record- 3 
ed in the patent office. ‘The preambles and conclufions are omit- 
ted in all except the firft ; in that they are retained, to fhew their 
eneral form. ! ) 
¢ The tranfactions of learned academies and focieties form anos 
ther great fource from which the editors will derive their materials. 
As fome of thefe focieties are inftituted with views, in many re- 
fpects, fimilar to their own, their tranfactions will, of courfe, fur- 
nifh a greater portion of matter than thofe of others. All of them, 
however, contain much fpeculative or other matter, foreign from 
the purpofe of this publication ; a felection therefore of the more 
ufeful practical papers (in which particular attention will be paid 
to thofe which have obtained premiums, or any other mark of 
diftinétion,) will not, it is hoped, be unacceptable or uninterefting 
to the public. It is, at leaft, fair to conclude, that whatever thofe 
academies or focieties have determined to be worthy of publication . 
muft be, in fome degree, deferving the attention of thofe who are 
any ways interefted in the fubjects treated of. 

‘ In the tranflations of thofe parts which are felected from the 
tranfactions of foreign academies, or from any other publications in 
foreign languages, fuch terms will, as much as poffible, be made 
ufe of as are fuppofed to be moft familiar to artifts and manufac. 
turers in general; this the editors think better than to adopt thofe 
new ones, which (however ufeful and neceflary they may be in 
many inftances) too often owe their origin, not to any defire to 
advance the more ufeful parts of fcience, but to a fpirit of inno- 
‘vation, or a wifh to appear profound, rather than to be intelligible, 

* Befides the fources already mentioned, the editors truft they 
fhall find another, no lefs valuable, in the cammunications of thofe 
who cultivate the ufeful arts, whether they do fo for profit or plea- 
fure; thefe will be confidered as very acceptable, and every proper 
ref{peét will be paid to them.’ P. ii. 


The firft article is a new-invented material in the making 
of hats, for which a patent has been granted to Mr. Jofeph 
Tilftone. It.is kid’s hair. | 

II. Specification of the patent granted to Mr. Samuel Afh- 
ton, for his new method of tanning.—This confifts in em- 
ploying, inftead of aftringent vegetable fubftances, thofe de- 
rived from the mineral kingdom, as iron, zinc, arfenic, cop- 
per, &c. in different ftates. 

III. A patent granted to James Watt, for his new method of 
copying writings.—This confifts in preffing moiftened bibu- 
lous paper againft that from which the copy is to be taken. 

[V. A patent granted to Jofeph Green, for his invention 


of warming rooms with hot air of a purer kind than has hi- 
therto 
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therto been ufed. The principle on which this invention is 
founded, is the heating of the air to be introduced into.an apart- 
ment, by means: of hollow veffels or pipes immerfed in hot 
water or fteam, whereby too great a degree of heat is pre+ 
vented, and the air remains unburnt and fit for refpiration. 

V. Obfervations on the pruning of orchards by Mr. Buck- 
nall.—The chief circumftances to be attended to, are, to cut off 
the branches. clofe to their origin, taking care that the inci- 
fion is not left ragged. ‘The wound is then immediately to 
be covered over with a mixture compofed of a quarter of an 
eunce of corrofive fublimate, diffolved in gin or other {piri- 
tuous liquor, to which three pints of common tar are to be 
added, 7 

Vi. Defcription of a»prefervative wheel to be fixed to a 
walking wheel-crane.— [his contrivance appears well worthy 
of attention; but we cannot within our narrow limits infert a 
defcription of it. , 

VII. The fame obfervations apply to af improvement in the 
common {pjnning-wheel 

VIII. This is an article extracted from the TranfaCtions of the 
American Philofophical Society, to which it was communi- 
cated by Benjamin Franklin. It relates to the procefs to be 
obferved in making large fheets of paper in the Chinefe 
manner. 

IX. Defcription of a fpring-block defigned to affift a veffel 
in failing; by Francis Hopkinfon, efquire, of Philadelphia. — 
This is a contrivance to render the action of the wind ona 
fhip more equable, and to avoid that wafte of impetus, which 
is occafioned by the want of fufficient elafticity in rigging. 
The author of thisingeniousand philofophical paper preiumes, 
and we think with good reafon, that a veffel rigged. with 
{fpring-blocks would heel lefs under the,fame prefs of fail, ' 
and that her motion would be more free from thofe jerks 
and inequalities which muft be confiderable impediments to 
her progrefs. It is our opinion that this invention deferves 
the attention of government, and that fome trials might be 
advifable. 

X.. This article is furnifhed by ‘the fame gentleman, and 
relates to an ingenious invention for meafuring a fhip’s way: 
but how far it would anfwer in. praétice, we cannot undertake 
to determine. It confifts of a copper pipe about two inches 
in diameter, which is to be fixed clofe along the fhip’s bow, 
extending downwards as low as the keel, and upward above 
the water-line when the fhip is loaded: This pipe muft be 
fo bent at the bottom, as that its orifice may be dire€tly op- 
pofed to the line of the fhip’s progrefs, and project but a lit- 
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tle way beyond the keel. The upper part of this pipe muft 
alfo be fo bent that it may enter into the forecaftle, through 
a hole made -for that purpofe above the water-line. On the 
top of this copper pipe fhould be a cover.to be fcrewed on; 
and through the cover a hole muft be made for the admiffion 
of a glafs tube of the fize of a common barometer tube, and 
cemented there. The fea water will rife in the copper pipe 
to the general level of the fea, but will not appear in the 

lafs tube, becaufe the copper tube enters the fhip above the 
water-line. But if a quantity of oil is poured down the glafg 
tube, the furface of the oil will rife and become vifible in the 
tube, becaufe it is fpecifically lighter than water. The glafs 
tube muft be furnifhed with a fcale; the ¢ypher (or 0) of the 
fcale being on a level with the. furface of the oil when the 
fhip is at reft. But when fhe is in a progreflive motion, the 
water contained in the copper tube, together with the column 
of oil in the glafs tube, will be forced_upwards, in proportion 
to the velocity with which the veflel proceeds. ; 

XI. Relates to the bleaching of cloths and thread, by the 
oxygenated muriatic acid, by Mr. Berthollet,— extracted from 
the Annales de Chimie. J 

XII. Is on the making inftruments of elaftic gum, with the 
bottles which are brought from Brazil. We fhall take further 
notice of this paper when we come to another part of this 
volume where the fubjeé& is concluded. : 

XIII. Specification of the patent granted to John Bellamy, 
for his method of making all kinds of leather and other arti- 
cles water-proof.—This art confilts in mixing in proper pro- 
portions, according to the quality of the leather, nut-oil, lin- 
feed-oil, and poppy-oil,—or linfeed-oil with either of the other 
two only; or’ if the leather is new, and abounds with the 
natural greafe of the animal, one fourth part of the effential 
oil of turpentine muft be added. Set the ingredients over a 
gentle fire, and to every gallon of oil or oils add half a pound 
of umber, or white copperas, fugar of lead, colcothar, or any 
other proper drier. ‘The proportion, however, of the fub- 
{tances laft mentioned, or either of them, muft vary according 
to the ftate of the leather to which thev are to be applied, al- 
ways obferving to ufe more when the leather is new. Let the 
mixture abide on the fire, taking care that it does not burn, 
for fix or feven hours, or till it will dry fufficiently. ‘Then 
brufh or rub it into the leather, or dip the leather therein, till 
it is well filled. Scrape off what is fuperfluous, and leave the 
leather to dry in a warm room, when it will be fit for ufe. . 
Another method of preparing a mixture for rendering leather 
water-proof is.to add to one gallon of the above prepared 


oil or oils, one pound of gum-refin, half a pound of pitch, 
quart¢r 
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Quarter of a pound of tar, and quarter of a pound of tur- 
pentine. 

XIV. This relates to a method of conftructing navigable 
canals without locks; for a defcription of which we wn re- 
fer the reader to the work itfelf, as the account does not ad- 
mit of abridgement. : 

XV. Specification ofa patent granted to Mr. James King, 
for his new-invented Britifh barilla. This is prepared from 
the afhes of certain vegetables. 

XVI. Defcription of a machine for twitching wool. 

XVII. Method of curing a diforder in fheep called the {cab ; 
communited by fir Jofeph Banks. From the Tranfadtions of 
the Royal Society. 

Take one pound of quickfilver, half a pound of Venice 
turpentine, half a pint of oil of turpentine, four pounds of 
hog’s lard ; let them be rubbed in a mortar till the quickfilver 
is thoroughly incorporated with the other ingredients. This 
preparation is nearly fimilar to the unguentum hydrargyri of 
the fhops. Let the ointment be ufed in the following man- 
ner. Beginning at the head of the fheep, and proceeding 
from between the ears along the back to the end of the tail, 
the wool is to be divided in a furrow, till the fkin can be 
touched ; and as the furrow is made, the finger, flightly dip- 
ped in the ointment, is to be drawn along the bottom of it; 
from this furrow, fimilar ones muflt be drawn down the 
fhoulders and thighs to the legs as far as they are woolly ; and 
if the animal is much infeéted, two more fhould be drawn 
along each fide, parallel to that on the back ; and one down 
each fide between the fore and hind legs. Immediately after 
being dreffed, it is ufual to turn the fheep among other ftock, 
without any fear of the infection py Ramya ag and 
there feems fcarcely an inftance of a theep fuffering by the 
application. In a Bs days the blotches dry up, the itching 
ceafes, and the animal is completely cured; it is generally, 
however, not thought proper to delay the operation beyond 
Michaelmas. Such is the high eftimation in which this re- 
medy is held in one part of Lincolnfhire, that it is common 
there to have all the fheep anointed in autumn, whether they 
fhew fymptoms of ‘the fcab or not: and after this operation 
has been performed, they confider them as perfectly fecure 
both from receiving and communicating infection. 

XVIII. An account of fome experiments on wheel-carriages 
by Richard Lovell Edgeworth, .efquire.—The refult of thefe 
experiments, which appear to have been made with great ac- 
curacy, is a {trong recommendation ot fprings for all forts of 
carriages. Thefe fuffer the load to rife gradually over any ob- 


ftacle- without fo- much obftructing the progrefs of the car- 


Cait.Rey. Vor. XVI. February, 1796 LL riage. 
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tiage. He aflures us that upon a rough road, fuch as are coOm- 
mon in Chefhire and other parts of England, a pair of 
horfes could draw the fame carriage, mounted upon {prings, 
with greater eafe and expedition, than four could draw the 
fame carriage if the {prings and braces were removed, and 
the carriage bolted faft down to the perch.- He tried fome 
other experiments to compare long and fhort, high and low 
carriages. He is well ailured that the preference which has 
lately been given in England to high carriages, is ill founded,= 
that upon fmooth roads the height of the carriage is a matter 
of indifference to the draught,—and that in rough roads it is 
confiderably difadvantageous: that the length of carriages, if 
their weight is not increafed, is a matter of indifference, ex- 
cept in very uneven roads, and where there are deep ruts ; in 
the former, long carriages are preferable ; in the latter, fhort 
ones. 

XIX. Obfervations on the magnetic fluid; by captain O’Bri- 
en. Drury, of the royal navy.—Pafling by the fpeculative 
opinions of the author of this paper, we fhall merely men- 
tion what he recommends as an improvement in the magnetic 
needle, namely that of having it cafed with thin, well polith- 
ed, foft iron; or elfe to have it armed at the poles with’a bit 
of foft iron. This has been found by experiment to render 
the polarity of the needle much more durable than it is in or- 
dinary inftruments. 


(To be continued.) 
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4 View of the United States of America, in a Series of Papers 
written at various Times between the Years 1987 and 1794. 
By Tench Coxe, of Philadelphia, Commiffioner of the Revenue. 
lnter[perfed with Authentic Documents: the whole tending to 
exhibit the Progre/s and prefent State of Civil and Reli 
gious Liberty, Population, Agriculture, Exports, Imports, 
Fifberies, Navigation, Ship-building, Manufa@tures, and ge 
neral Improvement. . 8vo. 7s. Boards. Johnfon. 1795. 


ROTH the abfolute and. relative importance of the United 
States of America are advancing with fo rapid a progref- 
hon, that their actual {tate and probable improvements are 
become an object of attentive curiofity to the ftatefman and 
the philofopher,—to the politician who fpeculates at home,— 
and the emigrant adventurer, who is driven to feek in othet 
climates that {cope and encouragement to his honeft induftry, 
which the prefent ftate of civilifed fociety denies him here. _ 
Information concerning the ftate of our Trans-Atlantic 


brethren has therefore of late been eagerly fought and liberally 
6 given : 
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viven: and though caution requires that thefe accounts fhould 
be qualified by adverting to the views of each particular 
writer, all together they afford fufficient grounds,on which to 
form the eftimate we are feeking after.——The book before 
us prefents a large body of information relative to many im- 
portant particulars. It confifts of feparate papers written and 
publifhed in America between the years 1787 and .1794.— 
The chief aim of the author is to gain the attention of his 
countrymen to the encouragement of manufactures. - How, 
far thefe ought to be encouraged in a rifing ftate poffeffed of 
immenfe territory; more than, even at the American rate of 
population, can be occupied for ages, is a great political and 
even moral queftion, which feems to be at prefent much can- 
vafled on the American continent. It involves alfo the rela- 
tive interefts of particular ftates: for it feems there ewxi/ts an idea 
that the Jouthern fiates, the chief riches of which are in planta- 
tions, are in danger of being facrificed to the eaflern, and in 
Some degree to the middle fates, by the plan of manufadiures. 
This opinion Mr. Coxe ftrongly controverts, and endeavours 
to fhew by important documents, and reafonings not void of 
force, that hufbandry and manufactures ought to go hand in 
hand,—that the latter create a vent for the products of the 
former;—improve therefore the value of the lands,—and em- 
ploy ufefully the fpare time of the hufbandman himfelf, and 
his young family, as well as thofe who from particular, cir- 
cumi{tances do not occupy any land. Great part of the book 
is in anfwer to Lord Shefheld, whom, indeed, he has com- 
pletely refuted.—Pennfylvania the author confiders as haying 
more advantages of this kind than any of the other ftates, on 
account of its coal,—its iron-works—and various mill-feats. 
He reprefents its manufactures, and thofe of Ameriea in ge- 
neral, as having already rifen to great importance, fo as in 
many articles to fuperfede the neceflity of foreign fuppliesy 
and prognofticates their approaching perfeCtien perhaps fome- 
what too fanguinely; for eftablifhments of this kind depend 
upon fo many delicate cireumftances, and particularly on be- 
ing able to fuftain the competition for cheapnefs, that it is- 
probable it will be long before; in a new country, they can 
rival thofe of Europe: and if America is to be; as it probably 
will be, our granary, its inhabitants may be well content to al- 
low us to be their button-makers and ribbon-weavers. Of the 
domeftic induftry of America Mr. Coxe gives a very pleafing 
account— 


‘ In Virginia, exclufive of Kentucky, 70,826 families appéar ori 
the late cenfus. The loweft of the above returns, 1,670} dollars, 
is at the rate of 833 dollars to each family for home-made hofiery 
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and cloths of wool, flax, hemp, and cotton only, Two-thirds of 
this rate upon the whole number of families, cutting off a third to 
make a moderate calculation, and omitting odd numbers, give the 
prodigious fum of 3,900,000 dollars for thofe articles of mere do- 
meftic manufacture, exclufively of the work of regular tanners, 
fhoemakers, blackfmiths, weavers; and other tradefinen in Vir- 
ginia; and taking the United States at 3,900,000 perfons, would 
appear to juftify a computation of above 20,000,000 dollars for the 
whole.’- p. 262. 
_ - © The extent of the woollen branch of domeftiec manufaétures iw 
New-Hamphfhire is evinced by the great number of its fulling-mills; 
for they have no confiderable manufactory employed on that raw 
material. The fame may be obferved in regard to the general 
knowledge of the art of weaving, among the wives and daughters of 
the farmers in that ftate. This fact is very frequently obfervable 
throughout New-England, and fome other parts of the United 
States. The number of fulling-mills in New-Jerfey, which has al- 
ready been ftated to be forty-one, is a proof of its domeftic manu- 
factures; as it has not any woollen manufactories. In the vici- 
hity of the town of Reading in Pennfylvania, are ten fulling-mills, 
which induce the fame conchifion there; atid they are very nume- 
rous throughout the ftate. The export of flax-feed is equal to that 
of former times; the manufacture of oil confumes a far greater 
quantity than heretofore : wherefore a large growth of flax is to be 
inferred ; and as we have very few linen manufaétories, and the ex- 
portation of flax has ceafed, a great domeftic manufacture of linens 
muft exift. The fale of fpinning-wheel irons, in one fhop in the 
city of Philadelphia, in the courfe of the laft year, has amounted 
to 1,500 fets; which, though a fmall fae, is ftrongly indicative of 
the extent of domeftic manufactures, as {pinning wheels are rarely, 
if ever, exported, or ufed in regular manufactories. The quantity 
fold is 29 per cent. greater than in any former year. Nail-making 
s frequently a houfehold bufinefs in New-England, a {mall anvil 
being found no inconvenience in the corner of a farmef’s chimney. — 
Bad weather, hours of difengagement from the occupations of the 
farm, and evenings, are this rendered feafons of fteady and pro- 
fitable induftry. Public eftimates of the grain and ffuit diftilleries 
of the United States have been made at 3,500,000 gallons; muelr 
the greater part of which is made by febinons and planters. The 
importation of cheefe, from all countries into the United States, was 
only forty tons, in the year ending in’ Auguft, 17907 atid we ex- 
ported a much larger quantity in the fame term, from which a great 
manufacture of that article in the domeftic way, of courfe, is to be 
inferred. In fhort, domeftic manufactures are great, various, an¢ 
almoft univerfal in this country. 


* The implements hitherto ufed 1 in houfehold manufaétures have 
been 
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been of the moft ancient kinds. The art of dyeing has been ad- 
vanced in families little further, than what was communicated by 
a receipt as brief as thofe in a book of culinary inftruétions ; the 
colouring ingredients have generally been fuch as nature handed to 
the thrifty houfewife. The operations, from the raw to the manu- 
factured ftate, have often been the fimpleft that can be conceived. 
Under circumftances like thefe, it will not be too fanguine to ex- 
pect, that the diffemination of ufeful inftruction in the practice of 
dyeing, in the nature of colours, and concerning other parts of the 
bufinefs; the introduétion of the new improvements in the prepar- 
ing and {pinning machinery, on a fcale as convenient as the com- 
mon weaving apparatus; and the general ufe of the flying thuttle, 
and the double loom; may give a two-fold value to this moft pre- 
cious branch of the national induftry. It will not be deemed one 
of the leaft favourable circumftances, in the affairs of a country fo 
eminently capacitated for agriculture as the United States, that the 
profperous courfe of that great employment of their citizens is ac- 
companied with an afliduous profecution of this economical do- 
meftic occupation, by perfons of ali ages and fexes, in hours and 
feafons, which cannot be employed in agricultural labour, or in 
their ordinary family duties.’ p. 268. 


While manufa&tures are profecuted by dome/fic induftry 
they certainly can be liable to no obje€tion: they fecure in- 
ftead of endangering the morals of the people, and they do not 
encourage that fcheming difpofition and defire to get rich on 
a fudden, which would be the bane of a rifing country ; but 
it is to be obferved, that their being thus exercifed is a-proof 
how much they are yet in their infancy. The following ex- 
tracts may be interefting at the prefent jun€ture— 


* The wheat country of the United States lies in Virginia, Mary . 
land, Delaware, Pennfylvania, New-Jerfey, New-York, and the 
weiternmoft parts of Connecticut, as alfo the weftern parts of the 
two Carolinas, and probably of Georgia, for their own ufe. The 
character of the American flour is fo well known, that it is unnecef.- 
fary to fay any thing in commendation of it here. Virginia ex- 
ported before the war 800,000 bufhels of wheat: Maryland above 
half that quantity. The export of fiour from Pennfylvania, with 
the wheat, was equivalent to 1,200,000 buthels in 1788;-and about 
2,000,000 of bufhels in 1789, which, however, was a very favour- 
able year. New-York exports in flour and wheat equivalent to 
1,000,000 of bufhels. In the wheat ftates are alfo produced great 
quantities of Indian corn or maize. Virginia formerly exported half . 
a million of bufhels. Maryland fhips a great deal of this. article ; 
and confiderable quantities, raifed in Virginia, Delaware, Pennfyl- 
vahia, New-Jerfey, New-York, and Conneéticut, are exported, as 
are the wheat and flour of the laft five ftates, from Philadelphia and 
New-York ; there being little foreign trade from Delaware or Jerfey, 
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and the weftern parts of Conneéticut fhipping with lefs expence 
from the ports on Hudfon’s River than thofe of their own ftate,’ 
p. 87. 





qa 


¢ Frour and WHeat.——Thefe ineftimable commodities ‘ are 
not, in the opinion of Lord Sheffield, the beft ftaples for the 
United States to depend on; becaufe, as he obferves, in general, 
the demand in Europe is uncertain. He again repeats his unfound- 
ed notion of a. ‘competition between us and Nova Scotia for the 
fupply of Europe in thefe articles ; and adds, that it is a fortunate 
confequence of American independence, that the Britifh European 
flands may regain the fupply of their Weft-Indies with bread and 
flour, and that they can furnifh them cheaper than we. In regard 
to the profpects from Nova Scotia, enough has been already faid; 
and particularly till they difcover fymptoms of internal refources for 
their own ufe, by ceafing to import grain and flour from the United 
States. As to the European corn trade, authentic and important 
information, indeed, is to be derived from a report of the Britith 
privy council ef March, 1790, which is faid to haye been drawn 
up by lord Hawkefbury. ‘It is wifely obferved in that report, that 
the culture of grain is the moft important object that can receive 
the public attention: and it is ftated, that the demand of Great 
Britain, for flour and grain, has produced an average balance againft 
the nation of 291,000]. fterling, for the laft nineteen years; al- 
though from the year 1746 to the year 1765, they had annually 

ained, by thejr corn trade, 651,000l. fferling on a medium, Ire 
Find, it js true, has greatly increafed its exports of grajn, flour, and 
bifcuit ; but by no means in proportion to thig falling off by Great 
Britain, and its whole exports of flour and grain are much lefs than 
our fhipments to the Britifh Weft Indies. Their lordfhips proceed 
to ftate, that in confequence of information received by them from 
the principal corn countries of Europe, they are of opinion, that 
the quantity of grain raifed in Europe, in common years, is not 
more than equal to the ordinary confumption of its inhabitants ; 
and that, in the event of a failure of their crops, a fupply can 
only be expected from America, In verification of this’ formal 
official communication, on g fubjeét of fuch high importance, we 
find, that the influence of the late fcarcity in Frange not only per- 
vaded all Europe, but was extended to the moft interior counties of 
thefe ftates. ° Wheat was fold on that occafion three hundred miles 
from the ocean, for prices which have been ufually acceptable in 
our fea-port towns : and at the places of fhipment, it was advanced 
to rates beyond what had ever occurred fince the fettlement of the 
country.’ Pp. 146, Ded 


Thofe who are peculiarly interefted in American affairs, 
will follow our author with pleafure through his accounts of 
the exports and imports, the yarjous refousces, and the grow- 
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ing commerce of his country. Some repetitions'they muft ex- 
cufe from the circumftance of the volume being formed of fe- 
parate differtations; fome- patriotic partialities they muft per- 
haps allow for, but they will be leffened by the confideration 
that America cannot but outgrow the moft partial account of 
it: and they willrejoice that while fo many countries are tear- 
ing one another to pieces, content to fuffer at home, fo hey 
may annoy their neighbours abroad, there exifts a {tate in pof- 
feflion of that folid and tranquil happinefs defcribed by the au- 
thor in his concluding chapter— 


‘ The people of the United States enjoy a peculiar felicity, in the 
poffeffion of principles of government, and of civil and religious li- 
berty, more found, more accurately defined, and more extenfively 
reduced to practice, than any preceding republicans. There is not 
one iota of delegating or delegated power, which is not poffeffed, 
or may not be acquired by every citizen. It is true, that there are 
in practice feveral deviations in the diftribution of power to the va- 
rious fubdivifions of the country, and to the proprietors of certain 
defcriptions of property; but thefe are acknowledged departures 
from principle, and are known to have arifen out of the antecedent 
ftate of things. They could not be immediately corrected, with- 
out violent itruggles and diforders, and without injury to the pro- 
perty of defcriptions of citizens, too great for the country, at any 
former period to compenfate. Mild remedies are, however, daily 
applied to thefe partial difeafes ; and it is manifeft, that the courfe 
of time is diminifhing, and will finally remove them. The right 
of legiflative interpofition on the part of the chief magiftrate, which, 
in the practice of another country, has been commuted for a dan- 
gerous and injurious influence, is here wrought into the effence of 
the conftitution, and is not only exercifed in the independent and 
uncontrolled confideration of every refolution and bill, but by the 
practical application of the qualified negative. 

‘ The execution of the office of the chief magiftrate has been at- 
tended, through a term of almoft four years, with a circumiftance, 
which to this nation, and to the furrounding’ world requires no 
commentary—a native citizen of the United States, transferrea 
from private life to that flation, has not, during fo long a term, ap 
pointed a fingle relation to any office of honour or emolument. 

‘ The fenatorial branch of the government has been created and 
continued, in a mode preferable to that which is purfued in any 
other nation. aoe 

‘ The reprefentative branch is equally well conftituted. 

‘The military code, for the government of fuch troops as are 
occafionally raifed and employed, is well calculated to produce dif- 
cipline and efficiency, when time is allowed for the purpofe ; and 
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confequently to render the United States refpectable in the eyes-of 


foreign nations. 

¢ All Chriftian churches are fo truly upon an equal footing, as 
well in praétice as in theory, that there are and have been in the le- 
giflative, executive, and judicial branches of the general govern 
ment, perfons of the following denominations—epifcopalian, pref: 
byterian, independent or congregational, quaker, Lutheran, re. 
formed, Roman, and probably others, which do not occur. There 
have been, and indeed yet are, a few ecclefiaftical diftinétions in 
the ftate governments, which reafon and time are rapidly deftroy: 
ing. It is eafy to perceive, that religious liberty, fupported by the 
national conftitution, and a great majority of the ftate conftitutions, 
cannot but attain, in a very fhort time, the fame theoretical and 
practical perfection in the remainder, which it has acquired in them. 

‘ The independency of the judiciary, as well in the tenure of 
their ftations, as in the permanency of their compenfations, under 
the federal conftitution, and in moft of thofe of the ftates, is an 
advantage over the ancient republics, and the generality of modern 
governments, of ineftimable value in regard to liberty, property, 
and ftability. 

‘ The United States, being without tranfmarine or feparated do- 
minions, are exempted from two inconveniencies, which have re- 
fulted from them. An immenfe naval force has been found ne- 
ceffary to defend fuch territories, and to proteét the trade with them 
in time of war; and the difficulty of devifing for them a free legif- 
lation has hitherto proved infurmountable. The Britifh nation de- 
clared, that they had a right to legiflate for their colonies and do- 
minions in America, Afia, and Africa, in all cafes whatfoever ; 
and the revolution of the United States turned upon that cardinal 
point. When we obferve that the French, ardent as they are in 
the purfuit of liberty, have not yet been able to devife any fyftem 
of government for their colonies, without a dernier reffort to the le- 
giflature of France ; it wiil be a fource of comfortable reflection to 
the friends of free and efficient government in thefe ftates, that we 
are not perplexed by the neceflity of fo delicate, important, and 
difficult a political operation. 

‘ It has been unfortunate for moft nations, as well ancient as 
modern, that they have had no fettled pre-exifting mode of alter- 
ing, amending, or renovating their political fyftem, to which they 
could refort without a deviation from the legal courfe of things, ha- 
zarding the public tranquillity, and often freedom itfelf. It is 
equally happy for the people of the United States, that in their fe- 
deral government, and in moft of thofe of the ftates, there exifts a 
provifion, by which thofe neceflary and defirable ends may be ob- 
tained, with whatever zeal, without recurring to irregularity or 
violence. 

Re undamental prtapigtet being already fettled by common con- 
fent, 
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fent, and being accurately and clearly recorded in the conftitutions, 
the people cannot long miftake the nature of a meafure, a law, or a 
political maxim, which is really oppofed to thofe principles; and 
when the public judgment is decided upon any one or more dere- 
li€tions of thofe principles, of magnitude fufficient to induce an ef; 
fort for reform, the will of the people cannot be fuccefsfully refift- 
ed, or even fufpended. The. confequence of this ftate of things 
will be, that the mafs of error will not eafily accumulate, fo as to 
become infupportable, being kept down by thefe orderly natural 
exertions of the community, to relieve themfelves at an earlier ftage 
of inconvenience. ‘Too great a facility to change would, however, 
be likely to produce fluctuations, injurious to order, peace, property, 
and induftry, and indeed to liberty itfelf: but as the mode of per- 
forming the amendatory or alterative operations is flow, and confe- 
quently deliberate, trivial or dangerous changes would be very dif- 
ficult to accomplifh. In this view there appears to be very little 
probability, that changes from free or reprefentative government 
will take place ; or that any modification of hereditary power will 
be introduced into the governments, either of the ftates, or of the 
union. The people will never deliberately confent to the abroga- 
tion of thofe claufes in the feveral conftitutions, which explicitly 
provide both in general terms, and in particular detail, for free or 
republican government. Nor does it feem eafy, confidering the 
degree of perfection we have obtained, and the certain, conftant, 
and moderate operations of the amendatory claufes, to accumr- 
late fufficient public evil or grievance, to produce one of thofe-con- 
vulfions, which the ambitious are wont to feize as the moment to 
introduce by force a defpotic government. Even local circum- 
ftances confpire to favour the permanency of liberty in:thefe ftates. 
Being too remote from any foreign nation, to render a war, requir- 
ing a great army, at all neceflary, that inftrument, fo often ufed 
by ambitious leaders, is not likely to be placed within the reach of 
the enemies of freedom, while the union remains entire. It is worthy 
of the moft particular obfervation and remembrance, that a dif- 
folution of our government would immediately open a door to this 
danger, as the feveral ftates, or little confederacies, would each 
deem it prudent to maintain a larger army, than is now requifite 
for the whole. The hiftory of Greece will inftruét us, that by this, 
more than any other poflible meafure, we fhould be prepared for 
the military domination of fome modern Philip, or fome new Alex- 
ander. A ftrong union, and a tranquil liberty, would be miferably 
exchanged for fuch a ftate of things.’ P. 371. 


An 
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An Antiquarian Romance, endeavouring to mark a Line, by 
which the moft Ancient People, and the Proceffions of the 
Earliefi Inhabitancy of Europe, may. be Inveftigated. Some 
Remarks on Mr. Whitaker’s Criticifms annexed. By Go- 
vernor Pownall. 8vo. §s. Boards. Nichols. 1795. 


THE writer of this work calls it a Romance, but its preten- 
: fions to the title are to us very doubtful. The word. 
romance, we are told by our lexicographer, is derived from ° 
the Italian romanza, and fignifies, firft, a military fable of the 
middle ages, a tale of wild adventures in war and love,—and, 
fecondly, a fiction, a lie, in common fpeech. Under neither 
of thefe definitions, can the writer’s fenfe of the word be com- 
prehended; and in fact he himfelf difcovers the impropriety 
‘ of his title, by calling his work by its proper name—a treatife ; 
for it is fimply a treatife on the origin of the various nations 
now inhabiting Europe. This fubject has excited the atten- 
tion of learned men in various ages, and opens a vat field for 
conjecture. We have few materials on which to ground 
thefe conjectures ; and the objects of our refearches are placed 
by our author beyond what he calls the northern hiftoric 
horizon, or a parallel of northern lat. in 54° 27’,—a region un- 
explored by the ancients, and of which they knew little except 
by uncertain tradition, 

From this region at various times came forth the clans 
which overthrew the Roman empire. They were known un- 
der different names, fome of which are retained to the pre- 
fent day by their defcendents, and fome are entirely loft. To 
trace each clan to its proper origin, the knowledge of its lan- 
guage and peculiar appellation in that language has been in 
general reckoned the beft mode of inveftigation ; and to give 
a greater degree of ftability to our conjectures, the knowledge 
of various languages, and the exaét pronunciation of the names 
of nations, and things appropriate to thofe nations, is parti- 
cularly ferviceable. We fhall by a familiar inftance explain 
this to fuch of our readers as are not converfant in thefe re- 
fearches. It is required to find, who were the original inha- 
bitants of the part of the ifland which we inhabit. Its name 
is England, which by foreigners, according to their refpeCtive 
languages, is converted into Angleterre, Inghilterra, Engel- 
land ; and by the Latin writers of the middle ages it is called 
Anglia. In three of the foreign appellations we find a term 
meaning land, the fame as the latter part of our own appel- 
Jative, and the former part of thefe words correfponds with 
the former part of our own; fo that England feems evident- 
ly to mean the land of the Engl, Angle, or Inghil. But the 
inhabitants of this country are by thefe foreigners called 
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Anglois, Inglefe, and Englander; the two former of which 
correfpond with our own term, Englith. The Latin word 
Anglia evidently refers to fome ee of Angl, and the 
inhabitants of this country were by the Latin writers termed 
Angli, evidently correfponding to our term Englith. Hence 
it feems evident that there was fome reafon for giving the 
term Angli to the inhabitants of our pce § and on invefti- 
gating the fubje€ further, we find that the Latin writers 
gave the name of Angli to a tribe of Saxons. It is probable 
therefore that thefe Angli fome time or other fettled in our 
country. This is confirmed by a name given to the Englith 
by the Welch, who to the prefent day call us Saxons, affixing 
the general name of the clan to the invaders of this country, 
inftead of that of the principal tribe which conquered it, 
‘Now, in the time of Czfar, the name of Angli was not given 
to the inhabitants of England, but the country was knowra 
under the name of Britannia, and its inhabitants by that ‘of 
Britanni. Hence'we conclude that the Britanni were:a dif. 
ferent race from the Angli, and that the former term gave 
way to the lattet}-when the country was compietely fubdued 
by the Anglo-Saxons. : 

The limits affigned to us will not permit us to purfue this 
fubje&t farther. I[t is fufficient that we have fhewn the mode 
of reafoning on it; and it is neceflary only to point out the 
danger of erring greatly in thefe refearches. A nation may 
go under different names in various countries and in different 
ages, and a meaning may be afligned to a word from a mifta- 
ken pronunciation in one language, which may throw a 
cloud over all the reafoning of antiquarians. Hence the ut- 
moft care fhould be taken in fettling precifely the period 
when 2 nation went under any name on which the author 
forms his conjectures: and in this refpect there does not ap- 

ear to bea fufficient degree of accuracy in the work before 
us. At the fame time we give the writer credit for his inge- 
nuity ; and fince he choofes to call his work a romancé, we 
will not deny that he has amufed us. | 

From the regions of hiftoric darknefe, in which our proge- 
nitors were for a feries of ages, as our author tells us, in a 
{tate of foetation, they emerged under various names. In 
their dark abodes they ‘were the Titans of the ancients. Bri- 
areus was a great Hetman, and his hundred arms denote 
_ only that he was the head of a powerful hundred. Teuts 
_and Dteufch was a great family name not derived from a fin- 
gle perfon, but, like Cymri and Ach, fignifying a collective 
number of tribes. The other names of hele nations are de- 
sived from fimilar fources: but we much doubt the authentj- 
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- gity of the Danith hiftory before Chrift, and the propriety of 
the etymology of ‘Aquitaine. This is fuppofed to be deriv, 
ed from Ach-y-Thegn, in Greek axovitay, which is inter- 
preted to be the country poflefled by tribes of Tanes o,¢ 
Panes. 8s 

lf we think then that fufficient pains have not been taken 
to compare together the names of tribes in different ages and 
nations, a beginner in thefe ftudies may derive fome plea- 
fure from feeing what progrefs may be made in fuch re- 
featches, provided the ancient and modern languages of Eu- 
rope were tolerably well underftood by the inveftigator. Thus 
2common knowledge of German and Latin feems to fanc- 
tion the conjecture that Arioviftus was not a perfonal but 
an official name. The Romans heard frequently the term 
Here-Oberft, the commander in chief, which they foftened 
into Arioviftus. | Ariminius was probably in German Here- 
man, the general of the army: and we can eafily conceive 
that Brennus, the terror of the Roman citadel, was the herr 
baron or leader of the army. We cannot allow that the an- 
cient language of the Thracians and Achaians was Teuto- 
nic, from the few inftances given by our author; yet from 
them and others, eafily to be produced, we conceive that thefe 
three languages were derived from a common fource. Hero- 
dotus, B. vii. c. 197, is quoted to prove the ufe of our term 
Jeet among the Achaians—Anflov de xarcoua To Tevlavasoy of Axio. 
The Thracians ufed a term fimilar to ours bury.—Bgia Opae 
mors mons eott.—Thus Muony-Boce Mnfapewy acroimos mpdlepoy 
Meve-Boia ortog Meva mong te xicavlog Maeve xaasusvms—as xat 
a te Xnavos moms Lurvo-Bpia. Bourg and Burgh, a common 
name with the Teutonic families, bears the fame aflinity to 
auplos of the Greeks. , | 

Throughout this work are interfperfed many ufeful re- 
marks on the fituation of men in favage life, and verging to a 
. fate of civilifation. “The advocates for equality and the rights 
of man will not be convinced by the author’s defcription of 
thefe ftates ; nor can we think that an argument borrowed 
from men in a favage ftate, and differing entirely in manners ~ 
from another race of the defcendents of Adam, from the 
time of our great progenitor to the prefent moment, can be at 
all decifive on a queftion, which, if fairly ftated by both par- 
ties, would not probably admit of a moment's hefitation. 


* Tribes of people (we are told) not yet in a perfeé ftate of civil 
organization and fubordination to government, living in fuch fituations, 
and under fuch circumftances, becoming marine hunters and naviga- 
tors, have always become, in the progrefs of that character, fea-rovers, 


and pirates ; in like manner as uncivilized tribes, dwelling in forefts, 
and 
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@id of courfe becoming fylvan hunters, become predatory free- 
booters. They became fuch, not againft but on principle, fuch 
as it was. The fame fpirit arifing from an internat fenfe of power 
(every where the fame) throughout all natures, which renders the 
beafts of prey in the fea, the air, and in the forefts, deftroyers and 
devourers of the helplefs, harmlefs herds, floeks, and fholes, prompt 
ed man (alfo a beaft of prey) to confider thofe of his own {pecies, 
_ who were quiet in fpirit, and weak in foree, as his natural prey : 

the fruits of whofe labour, as they would that of the horfe or ox, 
they affumed, from power, ,a right to take; and whofe lives alfo, 
if {uch croffed upon their line of adventure, fo as in the leaft to 
be obftructive to it, they equally, asa thing of courfe, took away. 
Thefe men bearing upon each other, wherever they met, in the in- 
fufferent fpirit of rivalry, and deciding all competitions and con- 
tentions by blood, lived in a ftate of perpetual war. Such, in 
fact, is the equality and the rights of man.’ Pp. 37. 


The opinion of our author may indeed be ftrengthened by 
his hypothefis, that there are three races of men, which inhabit 
this globe ‘ the white, the red, and the black:’ for, if they are 
independent fpecies, like hares and dogs, one race may be the 
natural prey of the other; but we, who derive our knowledge 
from the records of fcripture, conceive all men to derive 
their origin from Adam, have rights of a very different na- 
ture, are made to live at peace with each other, to cultivate 
the earth, and to fubdue it to the purpofe of contributing to the 
greateft poflible happinefs of our fellow creatures. 

The reader, who knows nothing of the character of our 
author but by the work before us, will be mifled by fome éx- 
preflions, which we think it our duty to rectify. On the 
criticifms made by Mr. Whitaker on his ‘ Notices of Antiquities 
remaining in the Provincia Romana of Gaul,’ Mr. Pownall 
tells us, that they were publifhed not for the information of 
fuch learned men as Mr. Whitaker, but for the ufe and 
amufement of fuch defultory readers and fuch idle travel- 
lers as himfelf.’ Now we believe that Mr. Pownall would 
be much mortified to know, that: his works were neglected 
by learned men ; and he is much miftaken if he feaipaloe that 
any one will look upon him as a defultory reader or an idle 
traveller. On the contrary he was a hard ftudent at college, 
and now at the age of upwards of threefcore years and ten, 
is more employed on philofophy and literary labours, than 
the greater part of thofe men, whofe time is fuppofed to be 
devoted entirely to fuch employments. 

In another place he fpeaks of himfelf, as being ‘ even in 
the humble charaéter of an author.’ We thall reprefs every 


feeling of vanity upon this —* though we are perfuad- 
ed 
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ed that the right of citizenfhip, humble as it may appear te 
our writer, in the republic of letters, would be more gratifys 
ing to him, than any poft whatever in public life: and it 
feems to be mere affectation to talk of the humble charaéter 
of an author, when the greateft monarchs, generals, orators, 

hilofophers, and divines, have been as anxious to obtain 
celebrity by the brilliancy of their writings, as by the fplen- 
dour of their titles and actions. 

Indeed we cannot help obferving that, throughout the 
work before us, there are marks of affectation alfo in the 
ufe of words, which might even come under the epithet of 
pedantry. Thus we read of a civil, military and naval tmpes 
rium,—of the imperium pelagi,—lives and limbs are depéts— 
men are hadile in reafoning experience,—decadence, from the 
French of. Montefquieu, is ufed inftead of the plain Englith 
word fa//,—words in different languages are faid to have a 
near agnation—men /ocate themfelves and their families,—and 
continually a reader of true tafte is offended by the introduc- 
tion of foreign words in the place of appropriate terms of 
our own of greater ftrength and energy. This may be 
owing to the interife application of our author to foreign 
and ancient languages ; to which caufe we may attribute alfo 
the ungrammatical ufe of our participle, which, when it is taken 
fubftantively, is feldom followed in this work by the fign of 
the poffeflive cafe. | 

On the whole, as a romance, the work is fiot likely to en- 
tertain thofe who with for perilous adventures of barons bold 
and damfels croffed in love: as an eflay on an abftrufe fub- 
ject, it wants precifion, arrangement, and a proper number of 
authorities; on which every pofition fhould be founded. Yet, 
under the ambiguous title with which it prefents itfelf, and 
with all its defects, there are many things in it, from which 
a young antiquarian many receive both inftruction and amufe+ 
ment. 

Annexed to the work are fome remarks on Mr. Whitaker. 
The two antiquarians contradi& each other point blank: the 
chief fubjeét in difpute is the paffage of Hannibal over the 
Alps. Out author concludes the controverfy in a very good- 
humoured manner, which will, it is to be hoped, fatisfy Mr. 
Whitaker: and with it we fhiall conclude our review. 


¢ I will here, with my refpects to Mr. Whitaker’s literary abili- 
ties, clofe thefe papers. I will beg. that Mr. Whitaker will not 
confider me, as entering into controverfy with him about thefe 
learned trifles.. I have neither leifure nor inclination to employ 
my time in fuch matters, at a period of my life, when things of 
higher 
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higher import and more ferious concern ought to engage my atten- 
tion. If what I have written here does not fatisfy him ; let him 
reft fatisfied in himfelf, that I am wrong, and he is right. He 
may enjoy the idea of a literary victory over me; I fhall not con- 
teft it ; he may ereét his trophies on the field of battle ; and, if he 
can obtain from the republick of letters, and will accept from a re- 
publick the honour of a triumph, he may erect a triumphal arch 
on any favourite fpot of Hannibal’s courfe afcertained ; or in the 


kingdom of the Allobroges.’ P. 221. 





— 


Pindariana ; or Peter’s My eee Containing Tale, Fable, 
Tranflation, Ode, Elegy, Epigram, Song, Paftoral, Letters. 
With Extraéts from Tragedy, Comedy, Opera, Fc. By Peo 
ter Pindar, E/q. 4to. Vol.I. 16s. 6d. Boards. Walker. 1795. 


THES is indeed an emptying of a port-folio, and a ftrange 

medley it is :—not the leaft {crap or hint of a thought, or 
loofe fparkle of wit, feems to have efcaped the general rum- 
mage. We fuppofe Peter is in hafte to throw out all his con- 
ceptions, however crude, left, in the prefent temper of the 
times, a padlock fhould be clapt upon his tongue; and if licen- 
tious writings fhould be brought under the lath (which heaven 
and the good genius of Britain forbid!) poor Peter may fairly 
fay, Othello’s occupation’s gone. ‘With regard to the prefent 
publication, however, more of the poems are light than licen- 
tious,—more are trifling than fatirical,—and the belt have much 
more of drollery than of humour,—more of humour than wit 
or poetry. All together they compofe a good dofe againft 
the fpleen, provided the reader’s fpleen is not apt to rife 
again{t nonfenfe, for of that there is a plentiful portion. Pe- 
ter Pindar excells, we think, in defcription ; as in the follow- 
ing of Dinah the houfe-keeper, which has all the air of a 


portrait. 


‘ Juft forty-five, was miftrefs Dinah’s age, 
My lady’s houfekeeper—ftiff, dry, and fage, 
Quoting old proverbs oft, with much formality : 
A pair of flannel cheeks compos’d her face ; 
Red were her eyes, her nofe of {nipe-bill race, 
Which took a deal of {nuff, of Scottith quality. 


* 


* Her {mall prim mouth bore many a hairy {prig, 
Refembling much the briftles on a pig : 
She likewife held a handfome length of chin, 
Tapering away to flarpnefs like a pin. 
‘ Her 
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© Her teeth fo yellow much decay befpake, 
As every other tooth her mouth had fled ; 


Thus, when fhe grinn’d they feem’d a garden-rake, 
Or fheep’s bones planted round a flow’ret bed. 


¢ Her hair (clep’d carrots by the Wits) was red, 
Sleek comb’d upon a roll around her head; 
Moreover comb’d up very clofe behind— 

No wanton ringlets waving in the wind ! 

Upon her head a fmall mob-cap fhe plac’d, 

Of lawn fo ftiff, with large flow’r’d ribbon grac’d, 
Yelept a knot and bridle, in a bow, 

Of fcarlet flaming, her long chin ‘below. 


* A gocdly formal handkerchief of lawn, 
Around her {craggy neck, with parchment fkin, 
Was fair and fmooth, with ftarch precifiom drawny 
So that no prying eye might peep within, 


* Yet had it peep’d it had efpied no fwell, 
No lovely fwell—no more than ona cat; 
_ For, lo ! was Dinah’s neck (I grieve to tell) 
As any tombitone, or a flounder, flat. 


Wow on this handkerchief fo ftarch and white, 
* Was pinn’d.a Barcelona, black and tight. 


* A large broad-banded apron, rather fhort, 
Surrounded her long waift, with formal port. 


* On week-days were black worfted mittens wotn : 
Black filk, on Sundays, did her arms adorn. 


* Long, very long, was miftrefs Dinah’s waitt ; 
The ftiff ftay high before, for reafons chafte ; 

A {carlet petticoat fhe gave to view— 
Witha broad plaited back fle wore a gown, 
Of ftuff, of yellow oft and oft of brown, 

And oft a damafk, well beflow’r’d with blue, 
Moreover, this fame damafk gown, or ftuff, 
Had a large fleeve, and a long ruffle cuff. 


* Black worfted ftockings on her legs fhe wore ; 
Black leather fhoes too, which {mall buckles bore, 
Compos’d of thining filver, alfo fquare, 

Holding a pretty antiquated air.’ Pp. 177. 


Peter has likewife a very fprightly air in telling a ftory, as 
he has fhewn in the following— 6 Ys 


* Chloe, a fav’rite of a rich old dame, 
Was vaftly delicate in all her frame; 
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Could put down nought at laft, but nice tid-bits : 
Nay oft, with much *olicitation too, 


Her miftrefs was oblig’d to kifs and woo, 
For fear poor tender Chloe might have fits. 


¢ Fat was our Chloe—like a ball of greafe ; 
So round, a foot-ball quite, and fair her fleece. 


* Oft on the Turkey carpet as fhe lay, 
And fleep o’er Chloe’s eye-lids did prevail; 
’T was very very difficult to fay 
Which was her head indeed, and which her tail. 


‘ At length it came to pafs, that Chlo’ 
Did fullennefs and ficknefs fhow ¥ 
So heavy leaving off her wanton capers ; 
Gap’d, ftretch’d, and lethargy fhe likewife thew’d, 
Was fick at ftomach, (may I dare fay fp-w’d ?) 
And feem’d, poor dog, afflicted with the vapours. 


¢ My lady took her pining to her arms, 
Huge'd her, and kifs’d her, full of fad alarms, 
Fearing her poor dear little foul would die : 
Chloe was all ftupidity and lumpiftt ; 
Scarce lick’d her hand ~fo fullén and fo mumpifh, 
- Nor fcarcely rais’d the white of either eye. 


‘ The coachman’s call’d—* O Jehu, Chloe’s ill ; 
Quite loft her appetite—fhe has no will 
To move, or fay, poor foul, a fingle thing : 
Jehu, what can the matter be—d’ ye know ?” 
*‘ T think, my lady, I could cure mifs Chlo.”—~ 
“‘ Dear Jehu, what delicious news you bring! 


“ Take her, then—take her, Jehu, to your room, 
And from her {pirits drive this ugly gloom, 
And get her pretty appetite again.” 
“ O good my lady, never, never fear; 
I underftand her cafe—’tis very clear ; 
By heav’n’s affliftance, I fha’nt work in vain.” 


* Now to his room the coachman bore mifs bitch, 
Who, looking back all wiftful, felt no itch 

To go with Jehu—ftill he bears her on :— 
Arriv’d, kind Jehu offers her a bone, 


‘._Mifs Chloe in a paffion feeks the door : 
In vain—’tis fhut—fhe lays her on the floor, 


* And whines—gets up, all reftlefs—looks about ; 
Watches the door fo fly, and cocks her ears ; 
So pleas’d and nimble at each found fhe hears, 


In hopes (vain hopes, alas !) of getting out. 


Cait. Rev. Vou. XVI. February,1796. Me Chloe, 
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‘ Chloe, like lightning, now refolves to pafs, 
Bounce from her gaoler, through a pane of glafs, 
And, by a leap, no more in prifon groan; 

But, fearing fhe might fpoil her pretty chops, 
Nay, break her neck by chamber-window kops, 
Chloe moft wifely lets the leap alone. 


¢ Jehu now offer’d her a piece of liver: 
*¢ Chloe, do you love liver?” Jehu faid— 

‘* The devil take,” fhe feem’d to fay, “ the giver: 
So hurt the dog appear'd—then,turn’d her head. 


* Well, Chloe, well—heav'n mend your proud digeftion ; 
To-morrow I fhall afk you the fame queition.” 
‘The morrow (ah! a fulky morrow) came: 
@hioe fcarce flept a fingle wink all night ; 
W hining and groaning, longing much to bite; 
Calling in vain upon my lady’s name. 


* Well, Chloe, can you tafte your liver ?”—“* No, 
No, thank ye, Jehu.”—* Leave it, pretty Chlo.” 
The day pafs’d on—no eating ? not a crumb. 
Mifs Chloe crawl’d about the room, fo fad, 
Sulky and difappointed, angry, mad ; 

Now moaning, now upon her rump fo dumb. 
At times, around on barb’rous Jehu {quinting ; 
Such looks! not much good will to Jehu, hinting. 


‘ Another morning eame~a liver meal— 

“ Chloe, how ftands your ftomach? how d’ye feel ?” 
“ Jehu, I will not eat !’—Jehu goes out— 

What does mifs Chloe 7—-With a nimble pace, 

Runs to the liver, without faying grace, 
Gobbling away, with appetite fo ftout ; 





‘ For now the liver feem’d to meet her with, 

And, not half fatisfy’d, fhe lick’d the difh ! ' 

Jehu returns, and {miles—-Chloe grows good ; 
Takes civilly a flice of mufty bread ; 

Rejeéts from Jehu’s hand no kind of food ; 
Glad on a rind of Chefhire to be fed. 


‘ Jehu with Chloe to my lady goes, 

And, triumphing, his little patient fhows ; 

Not once difcovering the coarfe mode of cure— 
Jehu had loft his place then to be fure. 


‘ My lady preffes Chloe to her breaft, 
Half crazy, hugging, kifling her—fo bleft, 














Pindariana, | ' 455 
To fee her fay’rite Chloe’s chang’d condition : 
« Thank ye, good Jehu—heav'ns, ‘what fkitt is in ye! 


Then into Jchu’s hand fhe flips a guinea, 
And Jehu’s thought a very fine phyfician.’ Pp. 66. 


The ftoty of Dr. Romanzini in Sandford and Merton is, 
howéver, built upon the fame idea, and is much fuperior. 
—We fhall give our readers alfo a pretty ode to two mice 
caught in a trap. 


1 


* So, fir, and madam, you at length are taken, 
After your dances over cheefe and bacon, 
And tafting ev'ry dainty in your way ; 
Now to my queftion, anfwer, if ye pleafe— 
Speak, did ye make the bacon or the cheefe? 
What fort of a defence d’ye fet up, pray ? 


* Thus at free coft to breakfaft, dine, and fup ! 
E’en mild judge Buller ought to hang you up, 

Se full of the {weet milk of human nature! 
What fort of fate, young people, fhould ye choofe ? 
In purling ftreams your pretty mouths amufe, 

Or feed the cat’s fond jaws, that for ye water ? 


* I fee you are two lovers, by your eyes ; 
i hear ye aré’two lovers by your fighs : 

But what avail your looks, or what avail 
Your fighs fo foft, or what indeed your tears, 
Or what your parting agonies and fears, 

Since Death mutt pay a vifit to your jail? 


* Ay, you may kifs and pant, and pant and kifs, 
And put your pretty nofes through the wire ; 
Ay, peep away, fweet fir, and gentle mifs; 
No more the moon fhall mark your am’rous fire, 
Around the loaded pantry pour the ray, 
And guide your gambols with her filver day. 


‘ Your prifon-door now, culprits, let me ope— 
Now, now ! you’re off! it is a lucky hop. 


* Ye’re in the right on’t, nimble nymph and fwain ; 
Go, rogues—but if once more I catch you-here !— 
What then ? what then !—why then, I ftrongly fear, 

Ye little robbers, you’ll efcape again. 


* Thus let me imitate judge Buller’s deeds, 

Beneath whofe fentence fcarce a felon bleeds ; 

Who, as the fur of foxes trims his gown, 

The hand of mefcy lines his heart with down.’ Pp. 198, 


The Anacreontic and love pieces in this volume, two or 
, M2 three 
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three excepted, are but of moderate merit, and indeed if we 
were to take about a dozen pieces out of the collection, the 
reft might be laid afide, without much lofs to the public , 
or to the reputation of their author. We muft add that, 
according to his cuftom, he negleéts to furnifh us with any 
lift which may point out thofe that have been already pub- 
lifhed. 


‘ 





Travels, chiefly on Foot, through feveral Parts of England, in 
1782. Defcribed in Letters to a Friend. By Charles P. 
Moritz, a Literary Gentleman of Berlin. Tranflated from 
the German. By a Lady. 12mo. 3s. 6d. Boards. Robinions. 


1795: 


wat can pofibly be learned, fays the pert citizen, juft come 

from gaining by a dafh of his pen a hundred thoufand 
pounds in the new loan, and ready to mount his phaeton to 
convey him part of the way to a purchafe in the north,—what 
can poffibly be learned from a poor German parfon, who, with 
four guineas in his pocket,—a map of the roads,—and Mil- 
ton’s Paradife Loft,—fets off on foot to make the tour of the 
midland counties? Why, really nothing in your way. He 
feems to know nothing of {crip and omnium, would be Jaugh- 
ed at in the Stock Exchange, has not the talent of diftinguith- 
ing the calipafh from the caiipee, is not drefled well enough 
to be admitted to your table, and neither he nor his book are 
worthy of your notice ;—for a few tolerably good qualities of 
the head, which would not qualify him to be one of your 
clerks, and an open, honeft, ingenuous, and affectionate 
heart, feem to be all that the poor fellow poffeffes. 

But fpurned as this book muft neceflarily be by the mer- 
chant-gamblers in our itocks, there are fome things in it 
worthy of the attention even of the lord mayor and aldermen, 
if it could be fuppofed that thefe exalted charaéters were not 
engaged in much more important concerns than the embel- 
lifhment of the city, and the removal of many filthy nuifances, 
by which it is difgraced. But whether the wealthier. citizen 
or the full-fed alderman reje& this book or not, there is a clafs 
of our readets to Whom it will be highly acceptable,—to thofe 
who-##ifht to fee'the tutns of the human heart in every fituation 
of life,—to thofe, who, naufeated with the fentimental tale 
of the higher order of travellers, and difgufted with the reite- 
ration of compliments which we are fo fond of beftowing on 
ourfelves, our country, and its adminiftration, are defirous of 
knowing, with what fentiments a plain, unaffeéted and difin- 
terefted traveller will be imprefled on a vifit to our. ifland. 

Our traveller is a German paftor, who, enraptured with 


the 
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the accounts given of England in his own country, determined 
to vifit this earthly — He lands near London, enjoys 
the luxury of a poft-chaife, (which we who have travelled in 
the German poft waggon know full well how to eitimate), gets 
a lodging for fixteen fhillings a week, in which he admires the 
carpet and mats, and chairs covered with leather, and tables 
of mahogany,—rambles about London,—finds moft things wor- 
thy of praife, and fome of cenfure,—is prefent at debates in 
the Houfe of Commons, and fees the conduét of fpeakers and 
people, at an election for members of parliament,—havin 
been fatiated with London, is highly gratified with his ac- 
commodations in the Richmond ftage, and on quitting it, be- 
gins his pedeftrian expedition,—is ill treated at Windfor and 
other places, on account of his appearance, but does not ex- 
patiate into oaths againft the. whole nation,—wanders through 
Oxfordfhire, Derbythire, Nottinghamfhire,—and on his re- 
turn to town, is (notwithftanding feveral difagreeable cir- 
cumftances, owing to a trait in the Englifh character which 
does us no credit) highly pleafed with his journey, and fets 
off in good humour for his own country, to give a juft and 
accurate account of his adventures. 

We fhall fele& a few paflages from whith our readers may 
form a tolerable opinion of the work— 


‘ In the ftreets through which we paffed, I muft own, the houfes 
in general ftruck me as if they were dark and gloomy ; and yet, at 
the fame time, they alfo ftruck me as prodigioufly great, and ma- 
jeftic. At that moment I could not, in my own mind, compare 
the external view of London with that of any other city I had ever 
before feen. But I remember, (and furely, it is fingular) that about 
five years ago on my firft entrance into Leipzig, I had the very fame 
fenfations I now felt. It is poflible, that the high houfes by which 
the ftreets at Leipzig are partly darkened, the great number of fhops 
and the crowd of people, fuch as till then I had never feen, might 
have fome faint refemblance with the fcene now furrounding me in 
London.’ p. 12. , 


A German is not in the habit of paying the fame reve- 
rence to the Sunday, which is neceflary inthis country, and 
a little Englith boy correéts him on this fubjet— 


‘ As I happened once, when he was by, to hum a lively tune, 
he ftared at me with furprize, and then reminded me it was Sun- 
day; and fo, that I might not forfeit his good opinion, by any 
appearance of levity, I gave him to underftand, that in the hurry 
of my journey, I had forgotten the day.’ P. 15. 


We with that the following obfervation held true of all our 


countrymen— 
M 3 ¢ The 
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‘ The obfervations, and the expreffions of the common people 
here have often ftruck me, as peculiar: they are generally laconic ; 
but always much in earneft, and fignificant. ‘When I came home, 
my landlady kindly recommended it to the coachman not to afk 
more than was juft, as I was a foreigner : to which he an{wered ; 
nay, if he were. not a foreigner, I fould not overcharge him.’ 
P. 20. 


The remark on London and its inhabitants is much in its 
favour, but fhews that it is capable of great improvement— 


¢ As much as I have feen of London, within thefe two days, 
there are on the whole | think not very many very fine ftreets and 
very fine houfes, but I met every where a far greater number, and 
handfomer people, than one commonly meets in Berlin. It gives 
me much real pleafure, when I walk from Charing-crofs up the 
Strand, paft St. Paul’s to the Royal Exchange, to meet, in the 
thickeft crowds, perfons, from the highet to the loweft ranks, al- 
moft all well-looking people and cleanly and ‘neatly dreffed. I rare- 
ly fee even a fellow witha wheelbarrow, who has not a fhirt on ; 
and that too fuch an one, as fhews it has been wafhed ; nor even a 
beggar, without both a fhirt, and floes and ftockings. The Eng- 
lifh are certainly diftinguifhed for cleanlinefs.’ Pp. 23. 


The mercenary fpirit of our countrymen, and-their want of 
politenefs to foreigners, every one, who has travelled abroad, 
mu(ft lament; and our writer gives a juft {pecimen of both in 
his attempt to gain admiflion to the Houfe of Commons— 


‘ The firft time I went up this fmall ftair-cafe and had reached 
the rails, I faw a very gentee! man in black, ftanding there. I ac- 
cofted him, without any introduction, and I afked : whether I 
might be allowed to go into the gallery. He told me, that I muft 
be introduced by a member, or elfe I could not get admiffion there. 
Now as | had not the honour ta be ac quainted with a member, I was 
under the mortifying neceflity of retreating, and again going down 
ftairs, as I did, much chagrined. And now, as I was fullenly 
marching back, I heard fomething faid, about a bottie of wine, 
which feemed to be addreffed to me. I could not conceive what 
it could mean, till I got home, when my obliging landlady told me, 
J fhould have given the well-drefled man half-a-crown, or a couple 
of thillings, for a bottle of wine. Happy in this information, I went 
again the next day, when the fame man, who before had fent me 
away, after I had given him only twa fhillings, very politely opened 
the door for me, and himfelf recommended me to a good feat in 
the gallery.’ -p. 48. 


The whole account of the Houfe of Commons is good ; and 
whiat is faid of the people in the gallery on returning into the 
houfe, 
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houfe, is too true a proof of the general roughnefs in our 


manners— 

‘ Here I could not help wondering at the impatience even of po- 
lifhed Englifimen ; it is aflonifhing with what violence, and even 
rudenefs, they pufh and joftle one ahother, as foon as the room 
door is again opened ; eager to gain the firft and beft feats in the 


gallery.’ P. 58. 

His fentiments at an ele&tion for Weftminfter may teach 
an Englifhnian what foreigners think of a liberty, which we 
cannot too highly prize— 


¢ All the enthufiafm of my earlieft years, kindled by the patriot- 
ifm of the illuftrious heroes of Rome, Coriolanus, Julius Czefar, 
and Antony, were now revived in my mind : and though all I had 
juft feen and heard, be, in fact, but the femblance of liberty, and 
that too tribunitial liberty, yet at that moment, I thought it charm- 
ing, and it warmed my heart, Yes, depend on it, my friend, when 
you here fee how in this happy country, the loweft and meaneft 
member of fociety, thus unequivocally teftifies the intereft which 
he takes in every thing of a public nature; when you fee, how 
even women and childrem bear a part in the great concerns of their 
country; in fhort, how highand low, rich, and poor, all concur 
in declaring their feelings and their convictions, that a carter, a 
common tar, or a fcavenger, is ftill a man, nay, an Englifhman ; 
and as fuch has his rights and privileges defined and known as 
exactly and as well as his king, or as his king’s minitter—take my 
word for it, yau will feel yourfelf very differently affe€ted from 
what yoy are, when ftaring at our foldiers in their exertifes at Ber- 
lin.’ P, 62. : 

From the foolifh propenfity in our nation to eftimate a 
man by his wealth and the cloaths on his back, the follow- 
ing remark is but too well founded— 


‘A traveller on foot in this country feems to be confidered as a 
fort of wild man, or an out-of-the-way being, wha is ftared at, pi- 
tied, fufpeéted, and fluunned by every body that meets him. At 
leaft this has hitherto been my cafe on the road from Richmond to 


Windfor.’ Pp. 122. 


But this inconvenience is in fome dégree compenfated by 
the eafe with which we pafs through our towns— 


‘ It ftrikes a foreigner as fomething particular and unufual, when, 
on pafling through thefe fine Englifh towns, he obferves none of 
thofe circumftances, by which the towns in Germany are diftin- 
guithed from the villages, no walls, no gates, no fentries, nor gar- 
rifons, No {tern examiner comes here to fearch and infpeét us, or 
eur baggage; no imperious guard here demands a fight of our pafl- 
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ports: perfectly free and unmolefted, we here walk through vil. 


lages.and towns, as unconcerned, as we fhould through an houfe 
of our own.’ Pp. 126. 


We with it were in our power to expofe the inn at Windfor, 
in which our author received the ill-treatment he defcribes in 
the following extractt— 


¢ In Windfor, I was obliged to pay for an old fowl I had for 
fupper ; for a bed-room which I procured with fome difficulty and 
not without murmurs, and in which, to complete my mifadven- 
tures, I was difturbed by a drunken fellow; and for a couple of 
difhes of tea, nine fhillings, of which the fowl alone was charged 
fix fhillings.. 

‘ As I was going away, the waiter who had ferved me with fo 
very ill a grace, placed himfelf on the ftairs and faid, “ pray re- 
member the waiter!” I gave him three half-pence: on which he 
faluted me with the heartieft G—d d—wm you, fir! I had ever 
heard. At the door ftood the crofs maid, who alfo accofted me 
with—“ pray remember the chamber-maid!” Yes, yes, faid I, I 
fhall long remember your moft ill-mannered behaviour, and fhame- 
ful incivility ; and ‘fo [ gave her nothing. I hope fhe was ftung 
and nettled at my reproof: however fhe {trove to ftifle her anger by 
a contemptuous, loud horfe-laugh. Thus, as I left Windfor, [ 
was literally followed by abufe and curfes, 

‘ Tam very forry to fay, that I rejoiced when I once more per- 
ceived the towers of Windfor behind me. It is not proper for 
wanderers to be prowling near the palaces of kings: and fo I fat 
me down, philofophically, in: the fhade of a green hedge, and 
again read Milton, no friend of kings, though the firft of poets. 
Whatever I may think of their inns, it is impoflible not to admire 
and be charmed with this country.’ Pp. 139. 


We might entertain the reader with many more extracts, if 
the limits of our Review permitted it; but we fhall clofe the 
whole with a judicious remark on one part of our national 


character, of which the natives themfelves can be fcarcely 
fenfible— 


* In general, in fpeaking, reading, in their expreflions, and in 
writing, they feem in England to have more decided rules than 
we have. The loweft man expreffes himfelf in proper phrafes, 
and he who publifhes a book, at leaft, writes correétly, though 
the matter be ever fo ordinary. In point of ftyle, when they 


write, they feem to be all of the fame county, profeffion, rank, 
and ftation.’ Pp. 262, 


Enough has been faid of the original author:—the tranflation 
is made by a young lady, and it is in general good. We are 
much 
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ate obliged to her for bringing to the notice of the Englith 
readers fo ufeful, entertaining, and fingular a work: 





Iwo Sermons, preached in the Cathedral Church of Landaff ; 
and a Charge, delivered to the Clergy of that Diocefe, in 
June, 1795. By Richard Watfon, D. F.R.§. Lord Bi- 
fuop of Landaff. 8vo. 2s. Evans. 1795. 


rp HE learned prelate commences the firft of thefe difcourfes 
with remarking, that the prefent age ‘ has been called— 
the age of philofophy—the age of reafon;’ and adds with 
his ufual acutenefs—‘ if by reafon and philofophy, irreligion 
be underftood, it undoubtedly merits the appellation.’— 
Whence it may be inferred, that in his opinion it has /carcel 
any other title to it; and in this fentiment he will doubtlefs be 
joined by all thofe who are fufficiently prejudiced to retain a 
degree of veneration for the exploded excellencies of claflical 
literature, or to believe that phi/o/ophers do not {pring up like 
mufhrooms, but muft be formed by education and ftudy. 

Our candid author will, however, we doubt not, readily be 
induced to acknowledge his miffake, as foon as he is informed 
(for perhaps he is ftill ignorant) of the truly /udblime difco- 
veries of the prefent age.—Have we nct difcovered that there 
is no intelligent firlt caufe of the univerfe,—a difcove 
which all the genius and {cience of a Newton neyer enabled 
him to make ?—Nay, have we not difcovered ‘ that there is no 
caufe at ali?’ Have we not eftablifhed the fa&t ‘ that men may, 
if they pleafe, continue their prefent exiftence to all eternity ?” 
and confequently that all who die by difeafe or what are 
cailed natural caufes, may be accounted blockheads, or fui- 
cides. — Have we not proved that ‘ benevolence, gratitude and 
friendfhip are aétual vices ?? Have we not difcovered that ¢ if 
Alexander had not bathed in the Cydnus, Shakefpear would 
probably never have written ?’Have we not found out that. 
‘crimes are only miftakes?’—-Have we not difcovered that 
* all government, laws and regulations are not only nugatory 
but pernicious in fociety?’ That the hitherto facred in- 
ftitution of marriage is abfurd; and that men and women 
fhould mix in a promifcuous community, as in the purlieus of 
St. Giles’s, the probable fcene of thefe fublime f{peculations ? 
Where are the wonders of animal magnetifm,—the water 
doctors, the earth doétors, and a Jong and honourable train of 
philofophers, from Katterfelto to Dr. Graham? 

From his introduction therefore it is plain that our author is 
not an adept in the new philofophy, called new, we prefume, 
becaufe nothing that ever before bore the name of philofophy 


had 
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had the fmalleft refemblance to it—We muft however take 
the good bifhop as he is; and confidering that he is not yet 
among the enlightened of the age, the difcourfes before us 
mutt be allowed to be not deftitute of argument and genius, 
The following paflage is certainly in direct oppofition to moft 
of the curious opinions which we have been enumerating ; yet 
there are fome perfons who wili not deem it without a foun- 


dation in truth and reafon— 


‘ I know it has been made a queftion both in ancient and 
modern times—whether a fociety of atheifts could fubfift. This 
is no queftion with me, I think it could not. Many fpecula- 
tive opinions, in every fyftem of religion, are of little confequence 
to the fafety of the community, and, in all well regulated ftates, 
they are left to the free difcuflion of thofe, who think themfelves 
interefted, as advocates for truth, in defending or oppofing them; 
but atheifm feems to be irreconcileably hoftile, not only to the 
peace, but to the very exiftence of civilfociety. If there be no God, 
there can be no punifhment for any crime, except what is de- 
nounced againft it by the laws of the land, or what is connected 
with it by the laws of nature; and thefe are reftraints incapable of 
controling the felfifh and licentious paffions of human kind. He 
who removes from the mind of man the hopes and fears of futu- 
rity, opens the floodgates of immorality, and lets in a deluge of 
vices and crimes, deftructive alike of the dignity of human na- 
ture, and of the tranquillity of the world.. There never yet hath 
exifted, and there never can exift a nation without religion. If 
chriftianity be abolifhed, payanifm, mahometanifm, fome religious 
impofture or other muft be introduced in it’s ftead, or civil fociety 
muft be given up. But in the opinion of Bacon, (a philofopher 
with whom our modern philofophers cannot be campared) “ there 
hath not in any age been difcovered any philofophy, opinion, re- 
ligion, law, or difcipline, which fo greatly exalts the common, and 
leffens individual intereft, as the chriftian religion doth ;” fo that 
I know not which moft to admire and deplore, their wickednefs 
as men, or their weaknefs as ftatefmen, who have attempted to 

overn mankind without religion, and to eftablith fociety on the 
ruins of chriftianity,’ Pp, 2. 


We fhould be happy to hear the following argument an- 
fwered by fome of our /oi-di/ant philafophers— 


‘ Tell us not, that it is allowed there muft be intelligence in an 
artificer who makes a watch or a telefcope, -but that, as to the 
artificer of the univerfe, we cannot comprehend his nature, What 
then, fhall we on that account deny his exiftence? With better 
reafon might a grub, buried in the bowels of the earth, deny the. 
exiftence of a man, whofe nature it cannot comprehend; for a 
grub 
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b is indefinitely nearer to man in all intellectual endowments 
(if the expreffion can be permitted), than man is to his maker.— 
With better reafon may we deny the exiftence of an intellectual 
faculty in the man who makes a machine; we know not the na- 
ture of the man; we fee not the mind which contrives the figure, 
fize, and adaptation of the feveral parts ; we fimply fee the hand 
which forms and puts them together. 

‘ Shall a fhipwreckéd mathematician, on obferving a geometri- 
cal figure accurately defcribed on the fand of the fea-fhore, en- 
courage his followers with faying, “ Let us hope for the beft, for 
J fee the traces of men ;”—and fhall not man, in contemplating 
the ftructure of the univerfe, or of any part of it, fay to the 
whole human race—Brethren ! be of good comfort, we are not be- 
gotten of chance, we are not born of atoms, our progenitors have 
not come inte exiftence by crawling out of the mud of the Nile, 
behold the footfteps of a Being powerful, wife, and good—not na- 
ture, but the God of nature, the father of the univerfe!’ p. 6. 


To thofe who contend that ‘ nature is a certain energy 
deftitute of intelligence, exciting in bodies neceflary motions,’ 
the bifhop replies, that to fuppofe that an energy deftitute of 
intelligence: could produce a being which poffeffes that qua- 
lity, is to fuppofe that an effect may be produced without a 
eaufe. 

From this, which our author terms a natural argument for 
the being of a God,-he turns to the hiftorical evidence of 
religion, which he proves to be confirmed by all the annals and 
credible traditions of all nations; and he cites a very remark- 
able paflage of Ariftotle to this effet. From this topic the 
bifhop paffes to an inveftigation of the caufes of infidelity, | 
which may be all ultimately refolved into thefe two,—licenti- 
oufnefs and ignorance. 


‘ It is the not properly confidering the extent of our capacity, the 
not clearly diftinguifhing the things to which our ideas are fuited, 
from thofe to which they are inadequate, that has made many 
men fall into an irkfome {cepticifm, fome into actual infidelity, 
and a few into the madnefs of atheifm.’ Pp, 20. 


The fecond difcoutfe relates more particularly to the proofs 
of the Chriftian revelation, and contains a luminous and 
correct fummary of the arguments on this important queftion. 
In {peaking of the teftimony in favaur of the miracles and re- 
furrection of Jefus Chrift, our author very forcibly adds— 


* The apoftles were as deftitute of ability to deceive, as of in- 
ducement to impofe a fable on the world. It requires yreat pow- 
er, or great talents, to be a fuccefsful impoftor ; and the difficulty is 
jncreafed, when the plot cannot be carried on without the concur- 

rence 
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rence of many affiftants; and efpecially when it is to be carried on, 
in oppofition to men able and willing to deteét the cheat. What 
fhould we think of twelve fifhermen, who fhould now undertake 
to proclaim, in the hearing of the learned and unlearned, that a 
few years ago a certain man wrought many miracles, not only in 
a diftant county, but ‘in the ftreets and churches of the metropolis 
of the kingdom; not only before them, the relaters of the faét, 
but in the prefence of thoufands of others; and that this man was 
publicly tried by order of the government, and put to death in 
London ; and that he rofe from the dead; and that after his refur- 
rection he was feen not only by themfelves, but by hundreds of 
others, and by fome who were ftill alive >—-What fhould we think of 
fuch affertions,’ of fuch audacious appeals to living witneffes, when 
instruth this man had not rifen from the dead, nor wrought any 
miracle whatever ?—-What fhould we think of twelve fifhermen, 
who, without underftanding any language but their own, fliould go 
to Paris; Rome, Madrid, Conftantinople; and endeavour to pro- 
pagate the fame thing? Is it credible that any men could be 
found fo mad.as to make the attempt, or that, if they did make it, 
they fhould have the good fortune to fucceed in their impofition ? 
P. 20. 


He adds * that there is no book now in the world, nor, as 
far as we know, ever was oné, contradicting any of the fads 


yecorded in the New Teftament; but that there are feveral 
books, written by men who were not Chriftians, which con- 
firm many of them!’ Our author alfo makes a moft judicious 
diftin€tion between martyrs to an opinion, and martyrs to the 
atteftation of a fact. he apoftles died in atteftation of 
faéts which they had feen and heard ; and therefore their tefti- 
mony ftands upon a much firmer foundation than that of any 
perfon who confirms only an opinion by a fimilar act of 
heroifm. 

The fame topics are enforced with a becoming candour and 
liberality in the fucceeding Charge to the clergy of Landaff; 
and the bifhop draws a very proper line of diftinction between 
thofe who confcientioufly diffent from our modes and forms of 
worfhip, and thofe rafh and ignorant fpeculatifts who would 
overturn every principle of religion and morality. 


¢ No created being can comprehend the effence of the divine 
nature, much lefs is it in the power of man to do it; but to deny 
the exiftence of a God, is fuch a degree of infanity, as few men in 
any age have fallen into; and thofe who have fallen into it, have 
been defervedly looked upon as dangerous prodigies in nature.’ 


P. 59. 
The following-paffage, manel in fubftance from Chardin, 


our 
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our author obferves, may be better remembered: as an argu- 
ment againft atheifm, than a more acute difquifition would 
be— | 


‘ The Mahometans, fays this author, have invented many fabu- 
lous accounts concerning the prophets and the patriarchs of the 
Old Teftament: amongft the reft, they tell us—that Mofes hav- 
ing preached a long time to king Pharaoh, who was an atheift and 
a tyrant, on the exiftence of one eternal God, and on the creation 
of the world ; and finding that he made no impreffion either upon 
Pharaoh or his courtiers; ordered a fine palace to be ereéted pri- 
vately, at a confiderable diftance from a country refidence of the 
king. It happened that the king, as he was a hunting, faw this pa- 
lace, and inquired by whom it had been built. None of his fol. 
lowers could give him any information ; at length Mofes came for- 
ward, and faid to him—that the palace muft certainly have built 
itfelf.. The king fell a laughing at his abfurdity, telling him that 
it was a pretty thing, for a man who called himfelf a prophet, to 
fay that fuch a palace had built itfelf in the middle of a defért. 
Mofes interrupted him with faying, “* You think it a ftrange ex- 
travagance to affirm that this palace built itfelf, the thing being im- 
poffible ; and yet you believe that the world made itfelf. If this 
fine palace, which is but dn atom in comparifon, could not fprin 
from itfelf in this defert, how much more impoflible is it-that this 
world, fo folid, fo great, fo admirable in all it’s parts, could be 
made by itfelf, and that it fhould not, on the contrary, be the 
work of an architeét wife and powerful!” The king was con- 
vinced, and worfhipped God, as Mofes had inftruéted him to do. 
There is much good fenfe in this fable, and it’s fubftance is thus 
expreffed by Cicero—guod fi mundum cfiicere pote/? concur/us atomo- 
rum, cur porticum, cur templum, cur domum, cur urbem nom poteft ?* 


Pp. 63. 


On the whole, this publication conftitutes one of the ableft 
defences of Chriftianity which we have ever read. We flatter 
ourfelves that its truly learned and pious author will forgive 
the liberty we take in offering him our advice upon any fub- 
je; and we cannot but flatter ourfelves, from his well- 
known liberality, that he will not be averfe to comply with 
it :—it is briefly, that as the two Sermons are more Jevel to the 
comprehenfion of the common people than the Charge, he 
would print them feparately, or the fubftance of them, in the 
fimpleft and cheapeft form poflible, that they may be read and 
diftributed among thofe who moft want the confolations of re- 
ligion, but who may from various circumftances be liable to 
have their faith fhaken, and their morals perverted by the 
wretched, falfe philofophy of (what we mult term) an igno- 
rant and licentious age. 
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The Manures moft advantageoufly applicable to the various Sos} 
of Soils, and the Caufes of their Beneficial Effe& in each pars 
ticular Inftance. .By Richard Kirwan, Efquire, F-R.S. and 
M.R.I.A. Author of the Elements of Mineralogy, &c. Sve, 


as. Vernor and Hood. 1796. 


q can fcarcely be fuppofed that any philofophical work 
from the pen of Mr. Kirwan can be undeferving of atten- 
tion ; and we accordingly find that this {mall performance ex. 
hibits both curious and ufeful information. ‘The ftruéture of 
vegetables, their growth, their functions, their difeafes, their 
peculiarities, the relations in which they ftand to each other 
and to the varieties of foils and manures, render agriculture 
a moft complex fciences and muft for ever prevent its being 
carried to the fummit of perfection. Mr. Kirwan obferves— 
© [t has often been remarked, that amidft the various improve- 
ments which moft of the practical arts have derived from the 
progrefs lately made in natural philofophy and chemiftry, 
none have fallen to the fhare of agriculture, but that,it remains 
nearly in the fame ftate in whieh it exifted two thoufand 


yearsago.’ This pofition our author attempts to controvert, 


and maintains that agriculture is in a much better ftate 
among the moderns than it was among the ancients; for a 
proof of this he refers us to the writings of Cato, Columella 


and Pliny, which he fays are much inferior to many modern 
tracts. As one of his: patterns of modern, excellence, he 
mentions Arthur Young,‘ to whofe labours the world is 
more indebted for the diffufion of agricultural knowledge 
than to any writer who has as yet appeared.’ Poffibly, this won- 
derful agricultural rectitude may be the confequence of his 
having formerly trod the farmer’s road to ruin; and as he 
may think it right to ‘ try all things, in order to hold faft that 
whuch is good,’ he may perhaps defer his fecond political re- 
formation, until he fhall have contemplated the ruin of the 
nation. He will then be placed above vulgar prejudices; he 
will * repent that he had repented ;’ and if a phyfician can 
cure the better for having killed, Arthur Young may be ex- 
pected to ftand very high in our eftimation, both as a politi- 
cian and a farmer.—Mr. Kirwan, however, admits that § vague 
and fortuitous experience has contributed much more to 
the prefent flourifhing ftate of agriculture than any general 
principles deduced from our Jate acquired knowledge, either 
of the procefs of vegetation or of the nature of foils ; but the 
{kill thus fortuitoufly acquired is neceflarily partial and .gene- 
rally local; the very terms employed by the perfons who 
moft eminently poffefs it, are generally of a vague and un- 


certain fignification.’ From thefe latter fentiments we pre- 
; fume 
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fume that Mr. Kirwan is in a confiderable degree of our 
opinion, viz. that agriculture has not been very materially im- 


proved fince the days of Virgil. 


‘ The next moft important ingredient to the nourifhment: of 
plants is earth; and of the different earths the calcareous feems 
the moft neceflary, as it is contained in rain-water; and, abfolute- 
ly {peaking, many plants may grow without imbibing any other. 
Mr. Tillet found corn woyld grow in pounded glafs; Mr. Succow 
tn pounded fluor fpar, or ponderous fpar, or gypfum; but Tillet 
owns it grew very ill; and Haffenfraz, who .repeated this experi- 
ment, found it fcarcely grow at all when the glafs or fand were 
contained in pots that had no hole in the bottom, through which 
other nutritive matter might be conveyed. It is certain, at leaft 
from common experience, that neither: graffes nor corn grow well _ 
either in’ mere clay, fand, or chalk; and that in vegetables that ” 
grow moft vigoroufly, and in a proper foil, three or four of the 
fimple earths are found. Mr. Bergman,’ on the other hand, 
affures vis he extraéted the four earths, the filiceous, argillaceous, 
‘calcareous, and muriatic, in different proportions from the dif- 
ferent forts of corn. Mr. Ruckert, who has analyfed moft {pecies 
of corn and grafles, found alfo the fotir above-mentioned earths in 
various proportions in all of them. Of hisanalyfis I fhall here give 
a fpecimen comprehending however the calcareous and muriatic in 
‘the fame column, as this laft fcarcely deferves particular notice ; 

© One hundred parts of the lixiviated afhes of 





contained of Silex. Calx,  Argill. 
Wheat 7 48 pts. 37 15 
‘Oats - - 68 26 6 
Barley - : 69 16 15 
Bere - > - 65 25 10 
Rye - - 63 21 16 
Potatoes Sa. 4 66 30 
Red Clover J- : 37 33 30” Ps 40. 


From thefe and other experiments our author reafons— 


© Since plants derive fome proportion of earth from the foil on 
which they grow, we cannot be furprifed that thefe foils -fhould 
at length be exhaufted by crops that are carried off; fuch as thofe 
of corg and hay, particularly the former: even lands paftured 
muft at laft be exhaufted, as the excréments of animals do not re- 
ftore the exaét quantity that the animals have confumed; and 
hence the utility of mucks, as the reftoration is performed by 
more animals than have been employed in the confumption. 
Hence alfo a fucceffion of different crops injures land lefs than a 
fucceffion of crops of the fame kind, as different proportions of 
the different earths are taken up by the different vegetables. Fi- 
nally, we may hence derive the utility of marling land, as the de- 
ficient 
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ficient earths are thereby replaced. This fubjeét admits of moré 
precifion than has been hitherto imagined, and may even be fub- 
jeéted to calculation. The abfolute quantity and relative propor- 
tions of the various earths in an acre of land may be determined, 
fo may that in the crops of different vegetables; and by comparing 
both, the time alfo may be found in which the land muft be ex- 
haufted, unlefs renovated by various manures: thus the neceflity 
of marling. The kind of marl or other manures, and the quan- 
tity neceflary to an acre of land, may be very nearly afcertained.’ 


P. 44. 
We hope that Mr. Kirwan will excufe us if we confider 
this conclufion as too fanciful. 


© Saline fubftances (gypfum and phofphorated calx excepted) 
feem to ferve vegetables (as they do animals) rather as a condimen- 
tum, or promoter of digeftion, than as a pabulum. This idea is 
fuggefted by the fmallnefs of their quantity, and the offices they 
are known to perform. Their quantity is always fmaller than 
that of earth; and this we have already feen to be exceeding 
fmall. 

¢ Thus, one thoufand pound of Ib. 

Oak gives of faline matter only 1,5 
Elm - 3,9 
Beech - 1,27 
Fir - 0,45 
Vine branches, 555 
Fern - 4,25 
Stalks of Turkey wheat 1755 
Wormwood - 735 
Fumitory - 795 
Trifolium pratenfe 0,78 
Vetches - - 27,5 
Beans with their ftalks - 20, 

* In all the experiments hitherto made, the proportion of faline 
matter to the earthy has been found fmalleft in woods. In other 
plants, generally as 1 to 1,3, 1,5, or 2; however, Mr. Ruckert 
has marked fome exceptions, which I fhall mention as worthy of 
hotice. 

© Proportion of Saline Subftances to the Earthy. 


‘In Hemp as 1 to 8, 
Flax - I to 1,7 nearly. 


Parfnips I,t to 1, 
Potatoes I to 1,3 


Turnips I to 3,33 
Wheat 1 to 3, 

Rye 1 to 8, 

Oats zr to 8.’ Pp. £0, 
At 
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At page 61 our author proceeds to relate fome experiments 
made with a view ‘to afcertain the caufes of fertility in foil 
from the fertility of certain artificial mixtures. Mr. Tillet 
mixed 3 of the potter’s clay of Gentilly, } of the parings of 
limeftone, and. of river fand. In this, corn grew very 
weil for three years,—that is, as long as the experiment laft- 
ed.—In another experiment Mr. Tillet fubftituted fine fand 
in place of the river fand. In this the grain profpered the 
firft year, but fickened in the fecond, and failed in the third. 
It is very properly remarked that we have here a clear proof 
_ of the neceflity. of an open texture in foils, without which - 
the beft proportions of the ingredients are ufelefs. In this 
part of the work, there are fome good obfervations on the dif- 
ferences of foil which beft fuit different climates. The ge- 
neral deduétion is, that the conftitution of the foil with re- 
fpe&t to: humidity ought to be the oppofite of the atmo- 
{phere. ° 
Some excellent dire€tions are laid down ‘ to determine the 
compofition‘of a foil.” In the laft chapter we are inftruéted 
with refpe& to ‘the manures moft advantageoufly applicable 
to the different foils, and to the caufes of their beneficial effe& 
in each inftance.’ Our author concludes in the following 


words— 

‘ With refpeé to the queftion at prefent before us, the great de- 
fiderata feem to be, How to render charcoal foluble in water for 
the purpofes of vegetation : and to difcover that compofition of the 
different earths beft fuited to detain or exhale the due proportion of 
the average quantity of moifture that falls in each particular coun- 
try. On this'relation, or adaptation, we have feen that the ferti- 
lity of each effentially depends : we muft alfo have perceived, that 
to a regular and fyftematic improvement of foils, a knowledge of 
their defeéts, and of the guantum of their defects, is abfolutely 
neceflary. This information can be conveyed only by a chemical 
analyfis. Country farmers (at leaft as lang as the prefent abfurd 
mode of education prevails) cannot be expected to poffefs fufficient 
fkill to execute the neceflary procefles: but country apothecaries 
certainly may. The profit arifing from fuch experiments (fhould 
the public encourage them) would fufficiently excite them to ac- 
quire a branch of knowledge fo nearly allied with their profeffion. 
In the mean time, foils might be fent to fome fkilful perfons in 
the capital by country. gentlemen; who would thus be enabled to 
afcertain and appreciate the advantages attending fuch refearches, 
and enlighten and encourage their more ignorant and diffident 
neighbours. Many of them might perhaps themfelves feel a tafte 
for occupations of this nature: occupations which not only fully 
fuffice to fill up the many vacant hours and days which the foli- 
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tude of a country life muft’ frequently leave them, but are more- 
over fweetened by the pleafing recollection, ‘that of all others th 
tend moft direétly to the general happinefs of mankind.’ P. 9. 





A ——— 








Official Letters to the Honorable American Congrefs, ‘written, 
during the War between the United Colonies and Great Brit 
tain, by bis Excellency, George Wafhington, Commander in 
Chief of the Continental Forces, now Prefident of the United 
States. Copied, by [pectal Permiffion, from the Orginal Papers 
preferved in the Office of the Secretary of State, Philadelphia. 

(Concluded from Val. XLII. p. 437-7 


| proceeding to the fecond volume of this interefting work, 
we fhall content ourfelves with a few extraéts, having al- 
ready exprefled our opinion of its great value and utility— 


‘ I received a letter from Mr. Chafe, defiring I would appoint 
proper perfons to make inquiry into and take depofitions concern- 
ing the behavior of the Britifh and foreign troops in Jerfey.. This 
would be an endlefs tafk, as their line of march.is marked with de- 
vaftation, and is a thing of fuch public notoriety that it demands no 
further proof. 

¢ I remonftrated with general Howe upon the treatment of our 
wounded at Princeton, You will fee by the irclofed letter from 
him, that he difavows and detefts the proceeding : but } fear that too 
much encouragement is given to fuch barbarous behavier by the 
Britifh officers; for, in a late fkirmifh in which fir William Erfkine 
commanded, lieutenant Kelly of the fifth Virginia regiment was 
flightly wounded in the thigh; but, before he could get off the 
field, he was overtaken and murdered in a moft cruel manner: 
General Stephen informed: me that he would write: to fir William, 
aud inform him, that, unlets fuch practices were put a ftop to, our 
foldiers would not be reftrained from making retaliation.’ -p. 22. 


The fame letter prefents the following important remarks— 


‘ From the firft infticution of civil government, it has been the 
national policy of every precedent ftate to endeavor to engage its 
members to the difcharge of their public duty by the obligation: of 
fome oath: its force and happy influence has been felt in too many 
wiftances, to need any arguments to {uppert the poiicy- or prove its 
utility., I have often thought the ftates have been too negligent in 
this particular, and am more fully convinced of it from the effeé 
general. Howe's excurfion has produced in New-Jerfey.—An oath: 
is the only fubftitute that can be adopted, to fupply the detedt of 
principle.—}y our inattention in this article, we lofea coufiderable 
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¢ément to our own force, and give the enemy an opportufiity to 
fnake the firft tender of the oath of allegiance to the king. Its 
Baneful influence is but too feverely felt at this time. The people 
generally confefs they were compelled to take protection, and fub-. 
fcribe the Declaration: yet it furnifhes many with arguments to- 
refufé taking any active part: and further they allege “themfelves” 
bound to a neutral! ty at leaft. Many confcientiots’ people who’ 
were well-wifhers to the caufe, had they been bound to the ftates’ 
by an oath, would have fuffered any punifhment rather than have’ 
taken the oath of allegiance to the king ; and are now loft to’ dat? 
intereft for want of this neceflary tie —Notwithftanding the obliga< 
tion of the A/ociation, they do not conceive it to have the fame effet’ 
as an oath.— The more: united the inhabitants appear, the’ greater’ 
difficulty general Howe will have in reconciling them to récal go- 
vernment, and confequently the lefs hope of conquering them.— 
For thefe reafons and many more that ‘might be urged, I thould 
ftrongly recommend every {tate to fix upon fome oath or affixma= 
tion of ‘allegiance to be tendered to all the inhabitants without -ex- 
rn and to outlaw thofe that refufe it.’ Pp. 25. | 


The heroifm of Wafhington’s character appears moft con- 
fpicuous from the numerous difliculties which he overcame— 


‘ It gives me pain to repeat fo often the wants of the army: 
and nothing would induce me to it but the moft urgent necefiity. 
Every mode hitherto adopted for fupplying them has. proved in- 
adequate, notwithftandiny my beft endeavors to make the moit of 
the means which have been in my power.—The inclofed return 
will thew how great our deficiency in the moft-eflential articles, — 
What new expedient Congrefs can devife for more effeétually an- 
fwering thefe demands, I know not, perfuaded as I am that their 
clofeft attention has not been wanting to a matter of fo great im- 
portance: but, circumftanced as we are, 1 am under an -abfolute 
neceflity of troubling them, ‘that if any new fource can be opened 
for alleviating our diftreffes, it may be embraced as fpeedily as 
poflible ; for it is impoflible that any army, fo unprovided, can 
long fubfift, or aé& with that vigor which is requifite to enfure 
fiiccefs. 
~¢ The return now inclofed is for troops prefent in cafmp,—be- 
fidés which, there are numbers in the feveral hofpitals, totally de- 
ftitute of the neceffaries they require to fit them for the field; and, 
on this account alone, are prevented from joining their corps, The 
recruits coming in are alfo in the fame melancholy predicament.— 
I cannot afcertain with precifion what quantity of clothing is at 
this time in Mr. Meafe’s hands: but, from every account, what 
he has can adminifter but a very partial relief—1 know he is en- 
tirely bare of fome of the moft capital articles we want. 

* With refpect to cartouch boxes, without which it is impofli- 
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ble to:.aét, I cannot find from my inquiries that there are any in, 
ftore. Several of the continental troops are deficient in. this, in- 
ftance; and, whatjadds to our diftrefs, there are but very few of 
the fouthern militia that are provided,—I am. trying to make a 
colleétion about the country : but, from the information L have.re- 
ceived, the meafure will. be attended with but little fuccefs.—This 
want, thought not remedied immediately, may be removed in time; 
and I would take the liberty to recommend that the earlieft atten- 
tion fhould be had; to making a large fupply. I would alfo advife 
that much care. fhould be ufed in chufing the leather :—none. but. 
the beft and thickeft is. proper for the purpofe ; and each., box 
fhould have a finall inner flap for the. greater fecurity ofthe car- 
tridges againft the rain and moift weather. The flaps in general 
are too fmall,, and do not projeg&t fufficiently over the ends or fides. 
of.the boxes,—I am convinced of the utility, nay neceflity, of 
thefe improvements, and that the adoption.of them, though they 
will incur an, additional expenfe at firft, will prove a confiderable 
faving, and of the moft beneficial confequences: for we. know 
from unhappy experience in the fevere rain ‘on the fixteenth ultimo, 
the few boxes we had of this conftruétion preferved the ammunition 
without injury, whil{t it was almoft wholly deftroyed in thofe of | 
the common form with a fingle flap. 

‘ There is one thing more which I cannot omit mentioning. to 
Congrefs, and which, in my opinion, -has a claim to their moft 
ferious,attention,—I mean the general defective ftate of the regi- 
ments which compofe our armies.—Congrefs will find, from a 
view of the returns tran{mitted from time to time, that they do not 
amount to half of their jufé complement. . What can be done to 
remedy this, I know not: but it is certain every idea of voluntary 
enliftinents feems to be at an.end; and it is equally certain that 
the mode of draughting has been. carried on with fuch want of 
energy in.foine ftates, and fo much difregarded in others,. that but 
a {mall acceflion of force has been derived from it. Thefe faéts 
are fufficiently interefting of themfelves—But there are. others to 
be added. —I am told that Virginia, in:-her regulations for draught- 
ing, extended her plan only, to the nine regiments that were firft 
raifed. In what policy this was founded, I cannot determine + but 
the other fix are to receive no reinforcements from that fource.— 
Nor do matters ftop here. The engagements of the firft nine re- 
giments, I am informed, were temporary: and, according to the 
officers’ accounts, the longeft period to which any of the men ate 
bound to ferve is next April :—many are not obliged fo long; and 

there are fome who claim a difcharge at this time —I do net men- 
tion thefe things through choice, but from-a principle of duty, to 
the end that Congrefs may devife fome timely and effectual provi- 
fion for the whole, if fuch fhall be in their power.—It is wnne- 
cellary to enlarge upon the fubject ; and.I will only obferve that the 
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confequences of calling the militia into the field in the courfe of 
the war have been fo feverely and ruinoufly feit, that I truft our 
views -will never be turned to. them. but in»eafes of the greateft ex- 


tremity.? P. 187. a. | 
The following letter is of the roth of December, 1777— 


¢ I have the honor to inform you, that, in the courfe of laft 
week, froma variety of intelligence, I had reafon to expect;that 
general Howe was preparing to give us.a general.action. Accord- 
ingly, on thurfday night he moved. from the.city with all his force, 
except a very inconfiderable part left in, his lines and redoubts,— 
and appeared the next morning on Chefnut-hill, in front of, and 
about three miles diftant from, our right wing. As foon as their 
- pofition was difcovered, the Pennfylvania militia were ordered from 
our right, to fkirmifh with their light advanced parties ; and Lam 
forry to mention that brigadier-general Irvine who led-them on, had 
the misfortune to be wounded and to be made prifoner.—Nothing, 
more occurred on that day. 

‘ On friday night the enemy changed their ground, and moved 
to our left, within a mile of our ‘line, where they remained quiet 
and advantageoufly pofted the whole of the next day. On fimn- 
day they inclined ftill- further to our left; and, from every appear- 
ance, there was reafon to apprehend they were determined on an 
action —In this movement, their advanced and flanking parties 
were warmly attacked by colonel Morgan and his corps, and alfo 
by the Maryland militia under colonel Gift.—Their lofs I cans 
not afcertain: but I amr informed i was confiderable, having re- 
gard to the number of the corps who engaged them.—About funfet, 
after various marches and counter-marches, they halted; and I 
{till fuppofed, from their difpofition and preceding manceuvres, 
. that they would attack us in the night or early the next morning ; 
but in this I was miftaken, 

* On monday afternoon they began to move again, and, inftead 
of advancing, filed off from their right: and the firft certain ac- 
count that I could obtain of their intentions was that they were in 
full march towards Philadelphia by two or three routes. —I imme- 
diately detached light parties after them to fall upon their rear; but 
they were'not able to come up with them. 

‘ The enemy’s lofs, as.I have obferved, I cannot afcertain. One 
account from the city is that five’ hundred wounded had been fent 
in; another is that eighty-two waggons had gone in with men in 
this fituation, Thefe, I fear, are both exaggerated, and not to 
be depended upon.—We loft twenty-feven men in Morgan's corps, 
killed and wounded, befides major Morris, a brave and gallant 
officer, who is among the latter, Of the Maryland militia there 
were alfo fixteen or feventeen wounded.—I have not received fur- 
ther returns yet, 
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‘I fincerely wifh that they had made an attaok, as the iffue, in all 
probability, —from the difpofition of our troops, and the {trong fi- 
tuation of qur camp,—would have been fortunate and happy. At 
the fame time I muft add, that reafon, prudence, and every prin- 
ciple of policy, forbad us quitting our poft to atttack them. No. 
thing but fuccefs would have juftified the meafure: and this could 
not be expected from, their pofition. 

‘ The conftant attention and watching I was obliged to give the 
enemy’s movements would not allow me to write before { and this 
i-believe was the lefs material, as I have reafan to think your com- 
mittee who were in camp moft of the time, and who aré now here,’ 
tranfmitted an account of fueh occurrences as they deemed im- 
portant in any degree. -The firft caufe too, fir, and my engage- 
ments with the.committee previous to the coming out of the enemy, 
will, I truft, fufficiently apologife for my not acknowledging before 
the honar of your favors of the thirtieth ultimo and the firft inftant, 
which came to hand in due order and time.’ P. 219. 


On the 23d of April, 1778, Wafhington thus addreffes hy 
prefident of congrefs— 


‘ I would alfo take the liberty to inclofe you the Evening Pott 
No. 475, which governor Livingfton was fo obliging as to fend 
me yetterday. Were we not fully fatisfied from our experience, 
that there are no artifices, no meafures too * * * for the enemy 
or their adherents to attempt in order to promote their views, we 
might be aftonifhed at the daring confidence, in defiance of the 
opinion of the world, manifefted in a publication in this paper, pur- 
porting to be a refolution of Congrefs, of the twentieth of February. 
This proceeding is infamous to the laft degree, and calculated to 
produce the moft baneful confequences by exciting an oppofition in 
the people to our draughiing fyftem, and embarraffing at leaft the 
only probable mode now left us for raifing men. I think it of great 
importance that the forgery fhould be announced in the moft sai % 
lic manner, and am the more induced to this opinion from gover 
nor Livingfton’s account of the difagreeable operation it has had, 
and fs fill likely to produce, if not contradicted. If it is, and with 
a few ftrictures, I fhould hope that it will excite in the breafts of 
all our countrymen, a juft and generous contempt of the enemy 
tor fuch a dirty, wicked proceeding.’ Pp. 267, 


The fubfequent paragraph, from a letter * af May 12, 1778; 
is {triking- — 


* I take pleafure in tranfmitting a Philadelphia paper of the ninth, 
which came to hand yefterday evening, containing a meflage from 
his moft chriflian majetty to the court of I ondon in confequenct € 
at ‘the treaty between him and thefe ftates,—and his Britannic ma- 
jelty’s addrefs to the lords and commons, &c,-—The mefiage is 
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conceived in terms of irony and derifion, more degrading to the 
pride and dignity of Britain than any thing fhe has ever experienced 
' Kince fhe has been a nation. - It is not an a¢tual declaration of war, 
but it certainly muft produce one.’ p.278._ 


Wathington’s opinien of La Fayette has become the more 
interefting, fince the fingular adventures of the latter— 


* This will be delivered to you by major-general the marquis 
De la Fayette.—The generous motives, which firft induced him 
to crofs the Atlantic and enter the army of the United States, are 
well known to Congrefs.—Reafons equally laudable now engage 
his return to France, which in her prefent circumftances claims his 
fervices.—His eagernefs ta offer his duty to his prince and country, 
however great, could: not influence him to quit the continent in any 
ftage of an unfinifhed campaign. He refolved to remain at leaft 
fill the clofe of the prefent, and embraces this moment of fufpenfe 
to communicate his wifhes to Congrefs with a view of having the 
neceflary arrangements made in time, and of being {till within reach, 
fhould any occafion offer of diftinguifhing himfelf in the field. 

‘ The marquis at the fame time, from a defire of preferving a re- 
lation with us, and a hope of having it yet’in his power to be ufeful 
as an American officer, folicits only a furlough fufficient for the 
purpofes above-mentioned.—A reluctance to part with an officer, 
who unites to all the military fire of youth an uncommon maturity 
of judgment, would lead me:to prefer his being abfent on this foet- 
ing, if it depended on me. I fhall always be happy to give fuch 
a teftimony of his fervices as his bravery and conduct on all oc¢a- 
fions entitle him too; and I have no doubt that Conerefs will add 
fuitable expreflions of their fenfe of his merit, and their regret on 


account of his departure.’ pP. 336. 


In a letter of the 14th of O@ober, 1778, our able ftates- 
man thus exprefles himfelf— 


‘ I do myfelf the honour of tranfmitting you an account of the 
engagement between the French and Britifh fleets on the twenty- 
feventh of July, as publifhed by the Britith admiralty-board. I re- 
ceived a printed copy of it faft night from New-York, which I 
have forwarded to his excellency count d’Eftaing.—Ic is evident 
from admirai Keppel’s own relation of the affair, that he was pretty 
feverely handled, notwithftanding he affects in the conclufion to 
mention that he wifhed extremely for an opportunity to renew the 


combat the next day.’ P. 339. 
The letter of November 11, 1778, on the defign enter- 


tained by congrefs of attacking Canada, is a moft important 
and interefting one: nor can we abitain from giving a confi- 


derable extract from that long and able epiltle—- 
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¢ But if the French troops fhould arrive before Quebec, I think 
their fuccefs againft that ftrong place, fortified by every advantage 
of nature and of art, would be extremely doubtful.—It is fuppofed 
this capital poft will be found in fo weak a condition as to make 
its furrender a matter of courfe, owing to the enemy’s having pre- 
vioufly Grained themfelves for the defence of Detroit, Niagara, 
Saint John’s, Montréal, &c: but we cannot depend that this will 
be the cafe :—they may efteem it the part of prudence rather to fa- 
crifice or at leaft to hazard the extremities in order to colleé their 
ftrength at the heart. Montréal indeed, and the pofts effential to 
it, muft be defended, becaufe the poffeffion of them would throw 
too large a part of the country into our hands. But if reinforce- 
ments are fent to Canada ecrly in the fpring,—a circumftance ex- 
tremely likely,—thefe may be attended to without too far weaken- 
ing the garrifon of Quebec ; and, as before “obferved, we cannot 
build upon their conduct’s being regulated by an ignorance of our 
plans. The French troops, inftead of a coup-de-main, would in 
this cafe be reduced to the neceffity of carrying on a blockade. 

‘ I will now take the liberty to turn my attention towards the ope- 
rations of our own troops.—The one againft Detroit I fhall at pre- 
fent fay nothing about : if well conducted, I fhould hope that place 
would fall without very great difficulty.—The cafe is very different 
with refpe& to Niagara. This, I am informed, is one of the 
{trongeft fortreffes in America, and can only be reduced by regular 
approaches or by famine. In accomplifhing this, laft war, and a 
conqueft as- far as Montréal, I believe general Amherft exhaufted 
two campaigns, with all the advantages which he derived from the 
united efforts of Britain and America, with every convenience for wa- 
ter-tran{portation, including plenty of feamen, and with money that 
commanded every thing which either country could furnifh. The 
former mode would require great perfeverance, time, and labor, and 
an apparatus which it would be almoft impracticable to tranfport. The 
latter is practicable, but very difficult. To effect it, we muft gain a fu- 
periority on the lakes. The enemy have already a refpeétable force 
there :—if they fufpeét our defign, which they cannot fail to do from 
the meafures to be taken, they may improve the interval in adding to it; 
and, by providing materials and artificers upon the fpot, they may be 
able to increafe it fo as to keep pace with us. It is therefore eafy. 
to fee that we ought not to be too fanguine in the fuccefs of this 
expedition, and that, if a moderate force be employed in the de- 
fence of Niagara without degarnifhing Quebec and the intermediate 
potts, its reduction will be a very arduous tafk. 

‘ The body of troops to penetrate by way of the .river Saint 
Francis muft meet with great obftacles : they will have a march of 
about a hundred and fifty miles from Cohofs, which is about a 
hundred and _fixty miles beyoud Hartford, a great part of which is 
through a hitherto-uninhabited and tracklefs country, with an im- 
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menfe train of waggons : all the ftores and provifions for the whole 
march, and the future fupply of the troops, at leaft till they thould 
get footing in Canada, muft accompany them from the beginning. 
The impediments and delays in fuch a march almoft exceed con- 
ception. 

‘ When arrived at the Saint Laurence, frefh obftacles probably 
would prefent themfelves. The prefumption is, that, if the enemy 
could not make head there, they would defolate the country through 
which they were to pafs, deftroy all the provifion and forage, re- 
move every kind of water craft, and demolifh the materials for 
building others, Thefe precautions being taken on the Sorelle and 
Saint Laurence would pretty effectually obftru& our progrefs both 
to Montréal and Cadoroqui,—to fay nothing of the rapidity of the 
current and the numerous rifts between Montréal and Lagalette. 

¢ When we deliberately confider all the obftacles in the execu- 
tion, and the difficulties we fhall find in preparing the vaft maga- 
zines required, which have been already enumerated, if within the 
compafs of our refources, we fhall be led to think it not very impro- 
bable that this body may be unable to penetrate Canada, at leaft in 
time to co-operate with the French troops, if a co-operation fhould 
be neceflary. The fituation of thefe troops then would be delicate 
and dangerous :—expofed to a defeat from the united force of the 
enemy, in great danger of having their retreat cut off by a fuperior 
naval force in the river, they would haye every thing to fear. On 
the other hand, if our operations fhould be as fuccefsful as we may 
flatter ourfelves, a tempeft or a Britifh fleet. may deprive us of the 
expected aid; and at a critical moment we may find ourfelves in 
the bofom of an enemy’s country, obliged to combat their whole 
force with one inferior and reduced by a tedious and wafting march. 
The five-thoufand men, when they arrived in Canada, would pro- 
bably little exceed four capable of -fervice ; and would be ftill lefs, 
if out of them we fhould eftablith pofts as we advanced, to infure a 
retreat and proteét efcorts of provifion which matt follow for future 
{upport. Thus an accident in either cafe would involve the defeat 
of the whole projeét; and the cataftrophe. might be attended with 
the moft unhappy confequences to America. 

‘ The plan propofed “appears to me not only too extenfive and 
beyond our abilities, but too complex; To fucceed, it requires 
fuch a fortunate co-incidence of -circumftances as could hardly be 
hoped, and cannot be relied on ;—the departure of the enemy 
from thefe ftates, without which we’ cannot farnifh the ftipulated 
force, or fupplies to maintain them,—fuch a want of power or 
want of forefight in the enemy as will oblige them to negleét the 
reinforcement of Halifax and of Canada, and prevent them, how- 
ever conveniently fituated, from difputing the paflage of the four 
fhips of the line and four frigates up the river Saint Laurence, or 


attempting their deftruction afterwards,—-{uch a combination of fa- 
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worable incidents as will enable feveral bodies a¢ting feparately 
and independently by fea and land, and from different countries, to 
conform to times and periods fo as to infure a co-operation ;—thefe 
and many other circumftances muft confpire, to give fuccefs to the 
enterprife. / | 

* Congrefs, I am perfuaded, had powerful reafons for fixing the 
convoy,at the number they have: and their faperior information re- 
fpefting the affairs of Europe at this juncture enables them to judge 
muchebetter than I can.pretend to do, of its fuffciency. But, from 
the imperfeét view I have of the matter, I have been led, in con- 
fidering. the fubject, to look upor it as infufficient. From the gene- 
ral tenor of -intelligence, the Englifh out-number the French in the 
channel : ta America, both on the continent and in the iflands, they 
are greatly fuperior. If the laft Toulon fleet is employed in the 
Mediterranean, the French may have the fuperiority there > but, 
upon, the whole, the balance of naval force feems hitherto ‘to 
be on'the fide of the Englith. If we add: to this that the num- 
_ber of fhips of war in the French ports, built or building, bears 
no comparifon to the. number in the Englifh ports,—and that 
Britain, notwithftanding the diminution fhe has fuffered, is ftill a ° 
kingdom, of great maritime refources,—we fhall be difpofed to 
conclude that the preponderance is too likely to continue where it 
is. The interpofition of Spain indeed would make a very inter+ 
efting change: but her backwardnefs heretofore feems to be an ar- 
gument that fhe is with-held from interfering by fome weighty pol 
tical motives ; and how long thefe may continue to reftrain her, is 
2 queftion I am unqualified to determine. 

* Befides thefe general objections to the plan which have been 
ftated, there appear to me to be fome particular ones which I 
fhall take the liberty to point out. 

¢ Inthe firft place I obferve there are to be five thoufand militia 
employed in the two expeditions again Detroit and Niagara.—The — 
drawing into fervice fo large a number compofed chiefly of huf- 
bandmen, in addition to what may be found neceflary for other 
exigencies on the coaft at fo interefting a feafon of the year, will 
certainly be very injurioys to the culture of our lands, and mutt 
tend to add to the deficiency-of fupplies. But this, though not to 

‘ be overlooked, is not the principal objeGion.—In the expedition 
againft Detroit, militia perhaps may anfwer, as itis not/a poft of 
very great ftrength, and may poffibly be abandoned on or in a little 
time after the approach of a force that cannot be oppofed in the 
field, and the garrifon proceed to reinforce that of Niagara. But 
even here troops of another kind would be far preferable. _How- 
ever, the cafe will be very different with refpect to this laft :—it 
is, as I have .before mentioned, one of the ftrongeft fortrefles of 
America, and demands for its reduction the very beft of tropps- 

. Militia-have neither patience nor perfeverance for a fiege. This 
| hag 
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has Been demontitrated by all the experience we have had, An at- 
tempt to catry on ene which fhould. materially depend on them 
would be liable to be ‘fruftrated by their inconftancy in the moft 
critical moments.——Agreeable to the plan under confideration, three 
thoufand five hundred out of five thoufand fix hundred are to be 
militia, 

‘It is a part of the plan that the troops fent againtft Detroit, 
whether fuccefsful or not, are to form a junction with thofe at 
Niagara. It appears to me on the contrafy, that the expedition 
againft Detroit, under the prefent arrangement, muft ftand.on its 
own bottom, and have no other object than the reducing that 
place and deftroying the adjacent Indian fettlements. Lake Erie 
is certainly occupied by two armed veffels of fixteen.and eighteen 
guns, and, it is faid, by five or fix others of {maller fize, having 
two, three, or four guns each, which, while the enemy hold 
Niagara, will prevent the communication of our troops by way of 
the lake,—to fay nothing of the want of batteaux for tranfporta- 
éion, A coeniwuniicatian, by land muft be performed through an ~ 
extent of more than four hundred miies, and a great part of this at 
leaft under many rei of route, and through tribes of 
hoftile Indians, 

‘ My knowledge of the country is not fufficiently accurate to 
enable me to difcover the reafons which determined Congrefs to 
divide the force deftined againit Niagara, and to appoint the march 
of one body from Ononguaga to that place. It feems to me how, 
ever that this difpofition might be fubjec&t to one great inconveni- 
ence, whith is, that, if each ‘column be not fuperior to the whole 
collective force of the enemy, they rifk being beaten feparately and 
fucceffively, befides the trouble and expenfe of preparing as it 
were for two expeditions inftead of one,—of opening two roads 
inftead of one,—and the uncertainty of a co- operation (if no 
difafter fhould happen to either) at the moment when it might be 
neceflary. The inquiries I have as yet had it in my power to make 
are oppofed to the practicability of conveying cannon in the route 
from Ononguaga to Niagara, or at leaft place it as a point infi- 
nitely doubtful: and, without cannon, nothing can be effected 
againit that. poft. Upon the whole, the great matter eflential to 
fuccefs againft Niagara is to fubdue the enemy’s force on lakes Erie 
and Qntario, particularly the latter. This once done, and the 
garrifon by that means cut off from its fupplies, the fort will be 
likely to fall an eafy prey. Here our efforts fhould be direéted : 
nor do [ at prefent perceive the purpofes to be anfwered by the 
body going from Ononguaga, unlefs the devaftation ‘of the ins 
termediate Indian villages be the object,—-which perhaps may 
not be equal to the rifk, labor, and expenfe, and the more fo as 
they would fall of courfe if we flould fucceed in the genera] ope- 


fation, 
' The 
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‘ The cantoning five thoufand troops this winter on Con. 
neéticut-river, under our prefent profpeéts, will, in my opinion, be 
impracticable, and, in any cafe, unadvifable. _When I -had the 
honor of writing to Congrefs in September laft on the fubje& of a 
winter campaign into Canada, I had been led by colonel Bailey, and 
other gentlemen acquainted with the country, to expeét that very 
confiderable magazines of provifions might be laid up on the up- 
per parts of that river. But it appears on experiment that their 
zeal for the expedition made them too fanguine in the matter. The 
purchafes fall far, very far fhort of what was expected. The dif- 
ficulties of tranfportation, as reprefented by the quarter-mafters and 
commiflaries, fupported by facts that fpeak for themfeves, are fo 
great and complicated that I fhould have no hope of being able, 
from remote parts of the continent, to throw in the quantity re- 
quifite for fubfifting thefe troops during the winter, and at the 
fame time of forming the magazines which would be neceflary to 
profecute” the expedition in {fpring. We may be endeavoring to 
form the magazines: but the troops cannot be on the fpot.this 
winter ; otherwife they will exhauft the provifion as faft as it can be 
collected.—The fame objeétion applies to the ftationing troops on 
the Mohawk-river. 

‘ In eftimating our force for the next campaign, it is to be con- 
fidered that upwards of four thoufand of the prefent army will 
have completed their term of fervice by the’laft of May next, and 
that a great proportion of the remainder will have done the fame 
about the clofe of the enfuing fall, unlefs they can be induced to 
re-engage,— of which the ill fuccefs of our prefent exertions to en- 
lift thofe whofe engagements are about to expire affords but an un- 
favorable profpect. This and the general temper of the officers, . 
diffatisfied much with their fituation, will fuggeft a ftrong argument 
againft the extenfive projects in contemplation. 

‘ In whatever point of light the fubje& is placed, our abili 
perform our part of the contra&t appears to me infinitely too doubt- 
ful and precarious to juftify the undertaking. A failure, as | 
have already obferved, would involve confequences too delicate 
and difagreeable to be hazarded. But, at the fame time that.my 
judgment is againft this, I am-clearly of opinion that we fhould 
attempt every “thing that our circumftances will permit : but, as 
the extent of our power muft be regulated by many poffible events, 
I would with to hold ourfelves free to a& according to either pofli- 
bility, and as a clearer view of our future refources may autho- 
rife.—If the enemy entirely leave thefe ftates, it will produce a 
vaft change in our affairs; and new profpeéts may open, of 
which we can at prefent have but a very imperfect idea. It would 
be a great flep towards raifing the value of our money, which 
would give a new {pring to our military operations.—We may 
be able to undertake much more than we can now forefee, 

‘if 
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‘lf the enemy attempt to keep pofts in:thefe ftates, a primary 
object will be to expel them, if in our. power‘——if. not,.. we mutt 
make proper provifion to-bar their depredations, and. muft turn 
our attention to the fecurity of our frontiers, by purfuing fuch 
meafures as fhall be within the reach of our abilities—Though 
we may not be able to launch into fo wide a field as we could with, 
fomething upon a more. partial fcale may be enterprifed. Detroit 
and Niagara may perhaps be reduced, though Canada may not be 
an acceffion to the confederacy. —, With a view to what is poffible, 
preparations. may. be going on, and we can make fuch an appli¢a- 
tion of them as we {hall find practicable.’ P. 355. 


Upon the whole, few works of recent date have:appeared, 
more generally interefting than the prefent. If an improve- 
ment might be fuggefted, we fhould rather with thatthe edi- 
tor had publifhed fele@ letters and extracts; on which plan 
two other volumes might complete the work. 

From the laft extract it appears hdw little qualified men 
are to decide on important affairs, without weighing all the 
circumftances.. A popular clamour has arifen in America 
againft Wafhington, for making fome facrifices (at leaft, fo 
eiteemed), in order to preferve the bleffings of peace, fo ne- 
ceflary to a new government. 

His opponents fay, that, fetting gratitude to France afide, 
(for gratitude is not a political virtue) the interefts of America 
have been fo compromifed, her dignity fo degraded, an im- 
portant opportunity fo irrecoverably loft, that nothing can ac- 
count for the tranfaction, except Englifh gold. ‘The cabiner 
of London. had, in the firft fluth of fuccefs againft. France, 
evinced fuch hoftile defigns againft America, that there is 
little room to doubt that the fall of French freedom would 
have been accompanied with that of American commerce. 
In courfe no favour could be expected by us on a change of 
fortune. Yet America might infallibly, by a little perfeverance, 
have confolidated her dominion by the acquifition of the tory 
colony of Canada, and might have opened a free commerce to 
the Weft Indies. She might have evinced the dignity of a 
great ftate, inftead of the commercial compromife of depen- 
dency. 

Notwithftanding the eminent virtues of Wafhington,—the 
very prefidency of a military man over a free nation we ap- 
plaud not: and Englifh treafure has been fo often employed for 
the purpofe of intrigue in other countries, that we do not won- 
der at the fulpicion. Yet much may be faid in defence of pa- 
cific. meafures, and of that moderation which can alone fecure 
them, though, to the unjudging eye, it appears want ‘of 
{pirit. Such is the commercial fubjection of America to this 

7 country, 
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country,—fo unfettled the form of government and the credit 
of France,—that pofterity may perhaps highly applaud the 
wifdom of Wafhington, even of this occafion, which ‘hag’ 
given fuch a fhock to his popularity. 


; 


at 





The Life of Hubert: a Narrative, Defcriptive, and Dida&i¢ 
Poem. Book the Firff. [Twelve others are defigned to com- 
plete the Work.| To which are added, fome Original and 
Tranflated Poems. By the Rev. Thomas Cole, LL.B. Vicar 
of Dulverton, in the County of Somerfet. 8v0. 55° Boards. 
Law. 1795- 


Wwe. know not how we can give a better account of the plan 
of this work than in the words of the author.— : 


¢ The work projected by the author of the following poem ‘is’fo’ 
comprehenfive as to include a great diverfity of fubjeéts that cannot 
fail, more or lefs, to fuit the tafte, and intereft the feelings, of every’ 
reader : he is perfuaded, therefore, that nothing but a defective ex- 
ecution of it would prevent its being received with general appro- 


bation.’ P. I. , 





© He is induced to try the opinion of the public, on ‘this his firft 
timid outfet, before he ventures to proceed any farther in fo ardu- 
ous an undertaking. And to convince the reader that it is not im- 
properly reprefented as arduous, it will be fufficient to enumerate a 
few leading particulars that will naturally branch off from the gene- 
ral title and fubject of the poem.—The chief’ puerile diverfions 
through the four feafons of the year, thofe of the Spring alone-hav-' _ 
ing been already defcribed in the firft book, accompanied with va- 
rious domeftic incidents. Firft departure from home, and intro- 
duction to a {chool in the neighbourhood : reprefentation of fcenes 
and events moft remarkable during a few years refidence there. 
Removal to Eton; with obfervations on the experienced advantages 
and defects of private and public feminaries.’ Admittance ‘at‘the 
univerfity: academical ufages, fome approved of, and others 
thought exceptionable ; public lectures and difputations; ftudious 
purfuits, in- private, on the fubjeéts of abftraét mathematical 
fcience, metaphyfical theories, natural philofophy, and polite. lite- 
rature. Prudence and indifcretion in the choice of affociates, and’ 
forming early connections of intimacy and friendfip. Preferment; 
fettlement in life; marriage; children, as objeéts of perpetual 
anxiety, and endearment, in a ftate of infancy ; ficknefs, recovery 
of health; journeying. Rural retirement, with its appropriate {o- 
ciety and fports, Refidence in the metropolis, with its chara¢ter- 
iftic manners, moft fafhionadle amufements, and modes of diffipa- 
tien. 
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tions’ Some epifodical adventures both of a ferious, and ludicrous 
nature, occafionally introduced : and ‘a conclufion, with fuitable 
and fummary reflections‘on the whole.’. Pp, 1. | , 


The writét=has taken a wide field—In a narrative and di- 
dactic poem, it is perhaps difficult to keep up the poetical’ 
{pirit, or, to adopt our author’s words, to emulate thefe— 


¢ Who, or in Englith, or in Roman verfe, 

Moft happily defcriptive, fmooth, and chafte, 

At once have dignify’d the pettieft themes, 

And much increas’d their own eftablifh’d fame.’ p. 34. 


We confefs ourfelves among the number of the critics de- 
fcribed in the following lines— 


‘ Some folks indeed, of {mall difcerning, 
Talk of the helps of {kill and learning, 

And think no poem can be taking, 

Unlefs it coft much time in making : 

With care projecting ev'ry part, 

By critic rules of needlefs art: 

Planning, like builders of a feat, 

A fcheme to make the whole complete : 

As if the parts would fall afunder, 

Without fome good foundation under.’ Pp. 40. 


Nor do we conceive, that— 
‘’No matter what the Mufe engages, 
Enough that fomething fills the pages : 


For verfé is verfe, let it confift 
Of cocks and bulls, or what it wift.’ Pp. 38. 


Neither— 
‘ And that to fome, nor art, nor pains, 
Are needful to compofe good ftrains.’ P..48. 


We mutt alfo differ from Mr. Cole, when he afferts, that— 


* Mere defcription indeed, of which this poem chiefly confifts, 
muft, from its very nature, be entirely confined to the real appear- 
ance of its objeét, and is incapable of admitting much embeilifh- 
ment either from novel fentiment or fanciful allufion.’ P. 32. 


We have had fome illuftrious inftances to the contrary: and 
however— 


‘ True beauty ne’er can afk, or need the aid 
Of falfe. alluring arts, <P: Bile 


thofe beauties fhould be of a diftinguifhed and, acknow- 


ledged nature. Whether the following de{criptions are en- 
titled 
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titled to rank among that clafs, we leave with the judgment 
of our reader— 


© To gain the meed of honorary pence, 

Which our good mother’s bounty had engag’d - 
To grant to him that firft, with lucky glance, 
Should {py the ftolen neft of Guinea-fowl, 
Turkey, or pea-hen; who, by nature wild, 
Domefticate but ill, however tame.’ P. 14. 

¢ Qur eager eyes foon catch the obvious nefts 
Of chaffinch and of goldfinch; both alike 

In outward form; both braided with gray mofs, 
Completely round and compaét; but the firft 
Moft neatly lin’d throughout with hair of cow, 
The other’ bedded foft with thiftle’s down.’ P. 13. 





$ Nor fhall we fhun 

Briefly to fing, with what great fkill and care, 
From comfry bloffoms we feleéted thofe 

Of beft-match’d tubes, and ripeft bead-like feeds 
From ‘creeping mallow, in whofe flow’ry cells, 
Replete with honey’d meal, the bee delights 

To {prawl well powder’d. ” P. 12, 











‘ We boys now feel an impulfe to defert 

Our frock-clad mates, and leaving to their choice, , 
Unmeet for ours, how beft to deck their dolls 
With female gear; rove boldly, at oug will, 

O’er the farm yard, and each adjacent field.’ P. 12. 





¢ And now, at length, content 
With ample booty, and fatigu’d with toil, 

We homeward bend our fad reluétant courfe, 
With ling’ring ftep, and apprehenfions juft 

Of finding no reception we fhould like. 

But fmall was our much-dreaded punifhment 

For joys fo great; repeated queftions quick 

About our abfence, much too quick to gain 
Immediate. anfwer, or confeffion meek 

That confcious guilt would make; harfh reprimands ; 
With menaces fevere, fhould we again " 
‘ Dare like offence ; an angry collar-fhake; 

A fmart-flapp’d cheek ; and mandate to depart 
Immediately, and fupperlefs, to bed,’ Pp. 24. 





The author’s philofophy, refpecting the prefervation of the 


cuckoo, is, we believe, obfolete— 
‘ The 
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© The cuckoo race, whofe lofs might ftrike a link 
From Nature’s chain, and difconneét the whole.’ p. 16. 


Notwithftanding the authority’ of Mr. Pope’s charmmg 
poem, naturalifts inform us, that many fpecies of animals 
have difappeared, and, from the moft accurate inquiries and 
obfervations, are believed to have become extinct. 





A Treatife of the Law of Partnerfhip. By William Watfon, 
of Lincoln’s-Inn, Ef. 8vo. 75,6d. Boards. Butterworth. 


1794-. 
‘THE author of this Treatife has, in his Introduétion, given 
the following hiftorical deduction of the origin and 
progreffive advancement of copartnerfhip engagements in this 
country— 


‘ It is difficult (fays he) to fix the precife time when commercial 
dealings by the intervention of money firft began in the world; or 
to trace with much accuracy the feveral flages of commercial 
credit to its prefent height in this country. 

The exchange of goods preceded. the commencement of mer- 
chandize by the ufe of any common meafure of value. The firft 
moveable property ufed for fuch common meafure, to eftimate 
and afcertain the price of other things, feems to have confifted in 
cattle; hence. the wealth of perfons was defcribed by the fize of 
their herds and flocks. Thus alfo in Homer the armour of Glaucus 
and Diomede are valued, one at an hundred oxen, and the other at 
nine. Whether we underftand his meaning literally, or only as a 
mode of defcribing the value by a comparifon of price, the allufion 
comes to the fame point; and with the like allufion money, and 
indeed every fpecies of eftate and property was among the Romans 
named Pecunia, from Pecus. 

‘ The ufe of metals, as the moft convenient ftandard of com- 
mon value, or price to be:paid upon the transfer of property, is of 
very ancient date. We trace it back in facred hiftory to the days 
of the patriarch Abraham: in profane hiftory we find it under 
Midas, and alfo under Janus who was the moft ancient of the 
gods in Italy. 

* And according to heathen mythology Mercury was the God 
of merchandize. 

‘ Thus Julius Czfar informs us that the ancient Gauls attribut- 
ed the invention of commerce to him. He is faid to have his 
name a mercibus ; eft enim mercatorum deus, pra@ecique lucro. 

‘ In this country merchandize and commerce have been largely 
and liberally proteéted; And, although the ancient municipal 
laws of the realm feem to have been formed without any view to 

Crit. Rev. Vou XVI. Fedruary, 1796. O the 
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the prefent exifting ftate of our extended commerce; yet many po- 
fitive inftitutions have been introduced, and at different periods in- 

rafted into our laws for the benefit of trade both foreign and do. 
meftic. Thefe inftitutions have been gradually combined with 
thofe of other countries and matured into a fyftem, called the 
Law Mercuant, which is a code of wages and cuftoms found- 
ed on the bafis of mutual juftice, and univerfally adhered to by thé 
Britifh merchant. ' 

¢ The law merchant is noticed and recognized both in our own 
common and ftatute law ; and in many inftances has its own pes 
culiar effect in queftions between merchants, much ofits advan- 
tage refulting from the univerfality of its adoption. Indeed, chiefly 
the Britifh merchant, but with him, and for his benefit, alien mers 
chants, belonging to countries in friendfhip with our own, may be 
confidered as the particular favourites of the Britifh law, from 
times of high antiquity down to the prefent. And it is now uni- 
verfally agreed that commerce, advanced as it is, to a degree of 
height not aimed at by any of the traders of antiquity, is a fubje& 
worthy to employ the attention of philofophers, ftatefmen, and 
lawyers, as well as the induftry and enterprize of merchants. 

‘ It is true, that prior to the reign of Henry VIII. the com: 
merce of England was at a low ebb. ~ In his time it greatly ine 
creafed; but our anceftors remained comparatively ignorant of 
commercial affairs till they began to affume a degree of form and 
regularity, about the middle of the reign of queen Elizabeth, whole 
protection and encouragement animated her fubjeéts, to the forma- 
tion of different trading companies, and the eftablifhment of divers 
manufactories in her capital. At this period the genius of tradé 
began to {pread, and the true ufe of Partnersuip was difcover- 
ed; fince which time, our commerce, whilft continually enrich- 
ing this country, hath contributed to make us free, and that free- 
dom, which is the boaft and glory ¢f Englifhmen, hath in its 
turn greatly extended our commerce. 7 

* It would be going far beyond the limits here propofed, to en- 
ter upon the difcuffion of any branch of the complicated and im- 
portant queftion, how far chartered companies are ufeful or injuri- 
ous to commerce. It is fufficient, that private voluntary partner- 
fhips in trade, are generally thought beneficial to commerce, by the 
merchants of England. Great benefits arife to the traffic of this 
country from its commodious fituation for trade and commerce 
with all mankind, and from other local. fuperiorities ; but the beft 
advantages could not always be made of thefe without fellowfhip, 
and partnerfhip concerns, which increafe the merchant’s credit, 
give energy to every undertaking, and afford additional counfel ; 
whereby the Britifh merchants have rendered their profeffion, not 
only in a high degree beneficial to the ftate, but moft honorable and 


profitable to themfelves. 
¢ Undes 
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‘ Under fuch circumftances it appears fomewhat fingular that 
this branch of mercantile and legal fcience fhould never have been 
treated by any Englifh writer in a fyftematic form, and that even 
the rules of authority and pra¢tice fhould remain fcattered in the 
works of general writers, and reporters, without any attempt hav- 
ing been made to collect them prior to this eflay.’_r. vii. 


That this very important fubje&t has never yet been di- 
ftinétly treated of by any profefhonal writer, is {triGly true : 
and Mr. Watfon has certainly the merit of being the firft 
who has endeavoured to arrange the decifions of the courts 
of law and equity on queftions arifing out of copartnerfhip 
concerns in their natural order. ” 

He does not, however, feem to have intended this treatife 
for the ufé of the profeffion only; for his general obferva- 
tions, which are divefted as much as poflible of technical 
terms, are delivered in a plain and familiar ftyle, and contain 
much falutary advice to thofe either about to enter into or 
aCtually engaged in fo momentous a contract. 

To enter into a particular analyfis of the work, which is 
divided into fixteen chapters, would be tedious: juftice never- 
thelefs requires us to fay, that the author has defined the fe- 
veral copartnerfhip relations, in the fucceflive order in which 
they muft. naturally arife, with precifion,—commencing with 
the inftitution, and ending with the diffolution by mutual 
agreement, effluxion of time, arbitration, bankruptcy or 
death. 

In addition to the ufeful information contained in this 
Treatife, the author has given, in an Appendix, feveral correét 
and well drawn precedents of copartnerihip deeds; and we 
have no doubt of its proving upon dye whole a very convenient 


book. 


———_ 





4 Tranflation of the New Tefiament: by Gilbert! Wakefield, 
B. 4. The Second Edition, with Improvements. 2 Vols. 
8x0. 16s. /mali Papery—tl. 1s. large. Boards. Kearfley. 
1795: | 
N contemplating the character of a book profefling to 

narrate the words of a divine revelation, feveral import- 
ant previous queftions arife in the order of human inquiry, 
fuch as; Are thefe writings authentic ?—Were the authors of 
them infpired ?—-and, How far did that infpiration extend ?— 

What is the charafter of that language in which thefe writ- 

ings make their appearance?’—what influence have the vae 

tious readings of thefe books in giving or invalidating their 
authority’—-To what extent do the ancient verfions and 

MSS.. of the New Teftament give a fanction to the prefent 

Og copy? 
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copy ?—and, How far can the correéting hand of conje€tural 
emendation reftore a primitive reading,—counteract the mans 
ccuvrings of impofture, and defeat the pious frauds of inter. 
polators ? 

Thefe queftions, though of the utmoft importance, cannot 
be fuppofed always to precede a new tranflation of an ancient 
book, like the prefent: a reader muft bé content to receive it 
on its own pretenfions, and confidering it as a new tranfla- 
tion of a volume in every one’s hands, will only compare 
its merit in reference to the old. 

This part has been already performed, and we think with 
impartiality, in our Review for July 1792, when Mr. Wake- 
field’s tranflation firft appeared. At that time his Rules of 
Criticifm were laid before our readers; fome acrimonious 
cenfures that appeared in his Preface, were noticed; a co- 

ious extraét both from the old tranflation, and from Mr. 
Wakefield’s were laid before our readers; a fhort critique 
on Mr. Wakefield was given; and though we faw fome rea- 
fons to differ from him, we faw many for approving and ad- 
miring his tranflation. | 

The work which we then performed, it will not be expect« 
ed that we fhouk! do over again. The only thing we now 
propofe is to mark out in what refpects the fecond edition 
differs from the firft. 

In the firfl place then, the form is much more convenient, to 
fay nothing of the expenfe, which is very confiderably dimi- 
nifhed: three volumes are compreffed into two: each of thefe 
latter makes an elegant volume of about the fize of the firft vo- 
lume of the laft edition. The reader will of courfe expe that _ 
the prefent edition contains fomething lefs than the former. 

Only fo much of Mr. Wakefield’s Preface is retained as was 
defigned to vindicate his tranflation. His animadverfions 
on individuals,—his obfervations-on the verfions,—and his 
Rules of Criticifm are of courfe left out. 

Many paffages of the New Teftament, to which no refer- 
ences are made in the notes of this edition, are explained and 
illuftrated in the laft volume of the Silva Critica; which are 
the more eafily fpared, as they are defigned for his more 
Jearned readers. : 

In this edition feveral errors are correéted, and a variety of 
paflages altered: and it will, we think, on every account, be 
reckoned an improved edition. 

From the following hints the reader will underftand the 
nature of the variationsapthe prefent edition. 

In Mr. Wakefield’s firftedition we read—Matt. i. 23. ¢ Be-- 
hold a virgin,....and be will be called Emmanuel.’—Second 
edition, “Behold the virgin,.... and they will call him geen“? | 

7 nuel. 
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nuel.? Probably, therefore, Mr. Wakefield reads wagSevos 
without the article—The other phrafe Mr. Wakefield jufti- 
fies in fome parts of his notes 4s being the Hebrew idiom, 
we, however, think either phrafe proper on mere claffical au- 
thority. : | 

Matth. v. 10.—Firft edition—‘ Happy are they that /uf- 
fer wrong for righteoufnefs’ fake.’ Second edition—‘ Happy 
they, that are driven from plate to place, &c.’ a fenfe 
that of dediwyusvor will unqueftionably bear, though as the word 
Jiwfwor occurs in the figurative fenfe a few verfes before, 
we fee no occafion for this variation. v 12. firft edition— 
‘ 4.4 fo were reviled the teachers, which were before you.’ 
Second edition—* For fo the teachers before you were re- 
viled ;” an evident improvement.~ ‘There are a few other va- 
riations in this chapter: and throughout the book we find 
frequent alteration in the tranflations of the particles, for,— 
aidy—now, &c. with evident propriety. A few verfes that 
were omitted in the firft edition, Mr.. Wakefield fees no reae 
fon for taking into the prefent. 

Firft edition—Mark v. 42. ‘ Little child.’ Second edition, 
‘ Little maid. Ibid. firft edition, ‘ And the child.” Second 
edition, ‘And the young damiel.’ In many places where 
Mr. Wakefield tranflated Zeacher, he here fubftitutes Ma/er. 

Firft edit.—John i. 17. ‘ But this favour and this truth came 
by Jefus Chrift. Second edition— But this favour and this 
truth took place through Jefus Chriit.” Vhe former part of this 
difputed chapter Mr. Waketie!d reads as in his firft edition. 
Several variations, however, occur in different parts of John. 

That the reader may form an eftimate of the proportion 
of alterations in thefe editions, we fhall prefent him with a 
few verfes complete from each tran{lation— Rom. viii. 


Former Edition. New Editicn. 


* (22.) For we know that the ‘(22.) For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and is wholé creation groaneth and is 
in labour until now. (23.) Nay, in labour uatil now. (23.) Nay, 
they alfo, who have received not only fo, but we too, who 
the firft-fruits of thesf{pirit, even have received the firft fruits of 
we ourfelves groan within us, the {pirit, even we ourfelves 
expecting an adoption of fons groan within us, expecting an 
for our redemption from the adoption of fons for owr redemp- 
body. (24.) For we were faved tion from the body. (24.) For 
under this hope; but hope, that under this hope were we faved : 
js attained, is not hope ; for how but hope, that is attained, is not 
can a man hope for what he hope ; for how’can a man hope, 
hath attained? (25.) So then, for what he hafh attained? (25) So 
Ag We Can hope only for what we then, as we can hope only for what 
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Former Edition. 


have not attained, let us wait 
with patience. (26.) And this 
fpirit likewife helpeth our in- 
firmities ; for we know not as 
we ought, what to pray for; but 
the fpirit intercedeth for us with 
fecret groans, (27.) And he, 
who fearcheth the hearts, know- 
eth what the mind of the fpirit 
is, that it maketh interceflion 
for the faints, according to fhe 
will of God: and we know that 
it worketh in all things for good 
with fuch as loye God, who 
have been called according to 
his purpofe. For whom he fore- 
knew, he alfo foreordained to 
conform to the image of his 
fon, that this fon might be a 
firit-born of many brethren. 
(30.) And whom he foreor- 
dained, thofe he alfo called; and 
whom he called, thofe he alfo 
pardoned ; and whom he pardon- 
ed, thefe he alfo glorified. 


© 31.) What fhall we fay 
then to thefe things? If God 
be for us, who is againft us? 
(32.) He, who fpared not his 
own fon, but gave him up for 
us all; how, will he not alfo 
with him freely give us all 
things ?- (33.). Shall any one 
bring an accufation againft the 
chofen of God? God will ac- 
quit them. (34.) Shall any 
condemn. them ? Chrift hath 
died for us, br rather hath been 
raifed again: he is alfo at the 
right-hand of God; he mana- 
geth our concerns for us (35.) 
Who hall feparate us from the 
love of Chrift? Shal? tribnla- 
tion, of imiprifonment, or wrong- 
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New Edition. 


we have not attained, let us wait 
with patience. (26.) And ac- 
cordingly this fpirit likewife 
helpeth our infitmities; for we 
know not as we ought, what 
to pray for; but the fpirit in- 
tercedeth for us with fecret 
groans. (27.) Now he, who 
fearcheth the hearts of men, 
knoweth what the mind of the 
fpirit is, that it maketh inter- 
ceffion for the faints, accord- 
ing to the will of God: (28.) 
and we know that it worketh in 
all things for good with fuch as 
love God; fuch as have been 
called according to Ais purpofe. 
(29.) For tho/e whom he foree 
knew, he alfo foreordained to 
conform to the image of his fon; 
that this fon might be a firft-born 
of many brethren. (30.) Now, 
whom he foreordained, thofe he 
alfo called; and, whom he call- 
ed, thofe he alfo pardoned ; and, 
whom he pardoned, thofe he 
alfo glorified. 

* (31.) What fhall we fay 
then to thefe things? If God 
be for us, who jhall be againtt 
us? (32.) He, who fpared not 
his own fon, but gave him up 
for us all; how, will he not alfo 
with him freely give us all 
things? (33.) Shall. any one 
bring an accufation againft the 
chofen of God? God will ac- 
quit them. (34.) Shall any con- 
demn kis chofen ? Chrift hath 
died for us, or rather hath been 
raifed again: he is alfo at the 
right-hand of God; he mana- 
geth our concerns for us. ( 35.) 
Who fhall feparate us from the 
love of Chrift? Stall tribula- 
tion, or imprifonment, or wrong- 











Former Edition. 

fal ufage, or famine, or naked- 
nef or danger, or the fword? 
(as it is written, (36.) For thy 
fake are we killed all the day 
long: we are accounted as fieep 
for the flaughter.) (37.) Nay, in 
all thefe things we are more 
than conquerors through him, 
who loved us. (38.) For I am 
perfuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things 
prefent, nor things to come, 
{39.) nor heighth, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, will be 
able to feparate us from the love 
of God in Chrift Jefus our 
Lord.’ 


In this edition the figure daneting 
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ful ufage, or famine, or aaked- 
nefs, or danger, or the {word ? 
(as it is written, (36.) For thy 
fake are we killed all the day 
long ; we are accounted as frecp 
for the flaughter.) (37:) Nay, 
in all thefe things we are more 
than conquerors through him, 
who loved us. (38.) For I am 
perfuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 


' palities, nor powers, nor things 


prefent, nor things to come, 
(39-) nor heighth, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, will be 
able to feparate us from the love 
of God in Chrift Jefus our 
Lord.’ Vol. ii. rp. 102. 


the chapter is placed 


at the top of each page: the omiflion of this we noticed 


in our former review, as very inconvenient. 


The Preface, 


which was before put in the third volume, is placed here 


in the firft. 





Joan of Arc, an Epic Poem, by Robert Southey. ‘Ato. We 15. 


Boards. 


Robintons. 


1796. 


ME: Southey has already appeared before the public as a 
poet: and though his verfification poffefled fome inaccu- 

















racies, he gave ample proof that he has talents, which, by 
proper cultivation, and an induftrious attention to correét- 
nefs, are capable of giving him a confiderable place among our 
Englifh poets. His Ode to Romance difcovers great poetical 
merit. 

The public are now prefented with an epic poem by the 
fame hand, on a fubjec well fuited to a fublime fpecies of 
poetry,—a fubje€t, indeed, that has already exercifed the {kill 
both of poets and painters. We take an early opportunity 
of announcing it ; though we fhall do little more at prefent 
than lay befare our readers a few obfervations, moft of which 
fhall be extracted from Mr. Southey’s Preface; and a fhort 
extra& from the poem, as a {pecimen. 

With refpe& to the heroine of this poem, we think it 
{carcely neceflary to obferve, that Joan of Arc,—whofe hiftory 
is fo agreeably narrated by Hume, in the reign of Henry the 


fixth,—was a young woman, a fervant of an inn, whofe enthu- 
O4 fiafm 
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fiafm and valour were the means of raifing the fiege of Or leans 
and of reftoring the true heir‘to the crown of France. 
Mr. Southey obferves of this fingular woman as follows— _ 


‘ The Hiftory of Joan of Arc is one of thofe priblesi 
that render inveftigation fruitlefs. That fhe believed herfelf 
infpired, few will deny: that fhe was infpired, no one will 
venture to aflert; and who can believe that fhe herfelf was im- 
pofed on by Charles and Dunois? That fhe difcovered the king 
when he difguifed himfelf among the courtiers to deceive her, 
and that, asa proof of her miflion, fle demanded a fword froma 
tomb in the church of St. Catharine, are facts in which all hifto- 
rians agree: if this were done by collufion, the maid muft have 
known herfelf an impoftor, and with that knowledge could not 
have performed the enterprife fhe undertook. Enthufiafm, and 
that of no common kind, was neceflary to enable a young maiden 
at once to aflume the profeffion of arms, to lead her troops to bat- 
tle to fight among the foremoft, and to fubdue with an inferior 
force an enemy then believed invincible. One who felt‘herfelf 
the tool of a party, could not have performed this. The artifices 
of the court could not have perfuaded her that fhe difcovered 
Charles in difguife ; nor could they have prompted her to demand 
the {word they might have hidden, without difcovering the deceit. 
The maid then was not knowingly an impoftor ; nor could fhe have 
been the puppet of the court : and to fay that fhe believed herfelf in- 
{pired, will neither account for her fingling out the king, or prophe- 
tically claiming the fword. After crowning Charles, fhe declared 
that.her miffion was accomplifhed, and demanded leave to retire.’ 
Enthufiafin would not have ceafed here; and if they who, impofed _ 
on her could pertuade her ftill to go w ith their armies, théy could 
{till have continued her delufion. 

‘ Fuller, of quaint memory, clafles her among witches. He 
calls her a handfome, witty, and bold maid, about twenty years of 
age. ‘ People found out a neft of miracles in her education, 
that fo lion-like a fpirit fhould be bred among fheep like David. 
Ever after fhe went in man’s cloaths, being armed cap-a-pee, and 
mounted on a brave fteed: and, which was a wonder, when fhe 
was on horfeback, none was more bold and daring ; when alight- 
ed, none more tame and meek; fo that one could fcarce fee her 
for herfelf, fhe was fo changed and altered, as if her fpirits dif- 
mounted with her body.” 

“ Two cuftoms had this virago (call her now John or Joan), 
which can no way be defended: one was her conftant going in 
man’s clothes, flatly againft Scripture ; befide fhe fhaved her hair 
in the fafhion of a frier, againft God’s exprefs word : it being.alfo 
a folecifm in nature, all women being born votaries and the veil of 


their long hair minds them of their obedience they naturally owe 
: | | ¥6 
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to man: yea, without this comely ornament of hair, their moft 
glorious beauty appears as deformed, as-the fun would be prodigi- 


ous without beams.’’: P. viii. 


That an Englifh poet fhould choofe as a‘ fubje@ for an 
epic poem the defeat of his country, may furprife fuch 
readers, who conceive that the moft facred claims of juftice 
ought to give way to the dulcis amor patrie. But hear eur 
young bard,—for he tells us he is only twenty-one years of 
age. 

‘ It has been eftablifhed as a neceffary rule for the epic, that 
the fubjeét be national. To this rule I have acted in direct oppo- 
fition, and chofen for the fubjeét of my poem the defeat of my 
country. Ifamong my readers there be one who can with fuccefs 
to injuftice, becaufe his countrymen fupported it, 1 defire not that 
man’s approbation.’ P. vil. 


The following remarks of Mr. Southey are exceedingly ju- 
dicious, and very appofite to his prefent undertaking— 


‘ The general fault of epic poems is, that we feel little intereft 
for the heroes they eelebrate. The national vanity of a Greek or 
a Roman might have been gratified by the renown of. Achilles, or 
fEneas, but to engage the unprejudiced, there muft be more of 
human feelings than is generally to be found in the character of 
warriors : from this objection the Odyffey alone may be excepted. 
Ulyffes appears as the father and the hufband, and the affections 
are enlifted on his fide.. The judgment muft applaud the well-di- 
gefted plan, and {plendid execution of the Iliad, but the heart al- 
ways bears teftimony to the merit of the Odyffey: it is the poem 
of nature, and its perfonages infpire love rather than command ad- 
miration. The good heréfman Eumezus in worth a thoufand he- 
roes! Homer is indeed the beft of poets, for he is dignified yet 
fimple; but Pope has difguifed him in fopfinery, and Cowper has 
{tripped him naked, : 

‘ There are few readers who do not prefer Turnus to neas ; 
an emigrant, fufpected of treafon, who negligently left his wife, 
feduced Dido, deferted her, and then took Lavinia forcibly from 
her betrothed hufband! What avails a man’s piety to the Gods, 
if in all his dealings with men he prove himfelf a villain? If we re- 
prefent Deity as commanding a bad action, we make a Moloch 
God, and furnifh arguments for the atheift. The ill-chofen fub- 
jects of Lucan and Statius have prevented them from acquiring 
the popularity they would otherwife have merited, yet in detached 
parts, the former of thefe is perhaps unequalled, certainly unex- 
celled. The French court honored the poet of liberty, by exclud- 
ipg him from the edition in Ufum Deilphini; perhaps, for the 
fame reafon, he may hereafter’ be publithed in Uium Reipublice. 

~ Ido 
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I do not fcruple to prefer Statius to Virgil ; his images are ftrongly 
conceived, and clearly painted, and the force of his language, 
while it makes the reader feel, proves that the author felt him. 
felf, 
‘ The power of ftory is ftrikingly exemplified in the Italian 
poets: they pleafe univerfally, even in tranflations. In the propor. 
tioning of his character, Taffo has generally failed. Godfrey is the 
hero of the poem, Rinaldo of the poet, and Tancred of the reader, 
Secondary charaéters fhould not be introduced like Gyas and 
Cloanthus ; merely to fill a proceffion ; neither fhould they be fo 
rominent as to throw the principal into fhade. 

‘ The lawlefs magic of Ariofto, and the fingular theme as well 
as the fingular excellence of Milton, render all rules of epic poetry 
inapplicable to thefe authors: fo likewife with Spenfer, the fa- 
vourite of my childhood, from whofe frequent perufal I have al- 


ways found increafed delight.’ Pp. vi. - 


The feverity of criticifm, if we were difpofed to be fevere, 
might perhaps be fomewhat difarmed, when we recolle& 
what Mr. Southey acknowleges— 


‘ Early in July 1793, the character of Joan of Arc was the 
fubjeé&t of converfation between myfelf and an intimate friend : the 
adventures of this extraordinary woman appeared to me well adapted 
for an epic poem ; in the courfe of a-few days I formed the rude 
outlines of a plan, and wrote the firft three hundred lines’; the re- 
mainder of the month was employed in travelling, and I made no 
progrefs even in idea. The fubje& was refumed on the 13th of 
Auguft, and the original poem in rwrELve books, finifhed in fix 
weeks, from that time. 

‘ My performance pleafed myfelf, and thofe who had witneffed 
it’s progrefs and completion. A few months afterwards it was 
fhewn to a friend, whofe tafte and judzment I knew go be accu- 
rate.—* J am glad you have written this,”’ faid he, * it will ferve 
you as a large collection, where you will find good paflages for bet- 
ter poems.” Our opinions differed, and I of courfe preferred my 
own. From this time the piece lay untouched in my defk, till 
the Autumn of 1794, when my intention of printing it was pub- 
licly announced. 

* Still the tafk of correétion was unperformed. Many employ- 
ments intervened ; and a very few verbal alterations were all I had 
made when the paper and types arrived from London, and the 
printer was ready to begin. The firft proof was brought me. I 
faw its faults, and immediately formed my refolution. The firft 
340 lines remain nearly as they were: from thence the plan of the 
whole has been changed, and I believe there are not 1000 lines re- 
maiping as they were originally written, The reft was compofed 


whilft the printing went on.’: P..v, 
It 
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Tt muft, notwithftanding, be. confeffed, that many works 
which have been haftily conceived, have been often very inge- 
nioufly executed ; though a certain degree of time and la- 
bour only can bring them to any thing like perfection. But 
in the poet who can write fuch beautiful lines, as what fol- 
low, we have no doubt of finding much to admire. 

In the opening of the poem, Dunois, the Baftard of Or- 
leans, is reprefented as carried away by his fteed wounded. 
Joan difcovers and heals him. ‘The firft interview between 
the Maid and Dunois is thus defcribed. 


. The new-born fun 
Refulgent {miles around. From trance reviv’d 

In dubious life Dunois unfeals his eyes, 

And views a form with wildly-melting gaze 

Hang o’er his wounds: loofe to the morning breeze 
Waved her brown hair, and on her rubied cheek 
Hung pity’s cryftal gem. Fearful awhile 

Left wandering fancy’s unfubftantial fhapes 

Had mock’d the vagrant fenfe, filent he gaz’d, 

And gazing wonder’d: o’er his aching foul 

Soon memory rufh’d and woke with ruthlefs hand 
Each fleeping care. “ O France,” he cried, “ my country !’” 
When foft as breeze that curls the fummer clouds 
At clofe of day, ftole on his ear a voice 

Seraphic. 





* Son of Orleans! grieve no more, 
His eye not flept, tho’ long the All-Juft endur’d 
The woes of France; at length his bar’d right arm 
Volleys red thunder. From his veiling clouds 
Ruthes the ftorm, ruin, and fear, and death. 
Take Son of Orleans the relief of heaven ; 
Nor thou the wintry hour of adverfe fate 
Deem ufelefs: tho’ unhous’d thou roam awhile, 
The keen and icy wind that fhivers thee 
Shall brace thine arm, and with ftern difcipline 
Firm thy young heart for fearlefs enterprife. 
As who, through many a fummer night ferene 
Had hover'd round the fold with coward with; 
Horrid with brumai ice, the fiercer wolf 
From his bleak mountain and his den of fnows 
Leaps terrible, and mocks the fhepherd’s {pear.”’ p. 6. 


As Mr. ——— invites liberal and candid criticifm, we 
intend, in a future Review, to enter more particularly into the 
merits and defects of this poem. 


(To be continued.) 
Supply 
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Supply without Burthen; or Efcheat vice Taxation: being a 
Bropofal for a porte | in Taxes by an Extenfion of the Law of 

' Efcheat : including Stridtures on the Taxes on Collateral Suc- 
ceffion, comprifed in the Budget of 7th Dec. 1795. To which 
is prefixed, (printed in 1793, and now firfi publifhed,) a 
Proteft againfi Law Taxes: fhewing the peculiar M; i= 
chievoufne/s of all fuch Impofttions as add to the Expenfe of 
an Appeal to ‘Fuflice. By feremy Bentham, of Lincoln’ s-Inn, 
Efq. 8vo0. 3s. Sewed. Debrett. 1795. ~ 


B* the extravagance of modern governments the depart- 

-*” ment of finance is rendered extremely embarrafling, and 
the chief employment of a minifler lies in providing for the 
accumulated neceflities of the ftate, rather than in extending 
and watching over the general profperity of the country. 

Thefe wants, as they are moft frequently incurred with 
prodigality, are feldom fupplied by method ; and the refult is 
a difcordant multiplicity of taxes. ‘This in itfelf is an evil: 
but when its pernicious influence is found to affe& the con- 
fumption of the moft neceflary articles of fubfiftence, and 
even to reftrain the beneficial operation of the laws, a re- 
medy is loudly demanded :—every attempt therefore to cor- 
rect the principles, and meliorate the hardfhips of taxation, 
muft at leaft be received with public gratitude, and any at- 
tempt dictated by fagacity will doubtlefs encourage public 
hope. ie 

Such is the object of this publication, which, from the im- 
portance .of the .topic difcufled, and the worthy zeal that 
actuates the abilities of the refpectable author, is entitled to 

eculiar attention. . 

The ftamp duties on law proceedings are known to form a 
very confiderable part of the revenue. Mr. Bentham, who 
being a member of the profeflion, has had ample opportunity 
of inveftigating the fubject, contends that fuch duties are 
highly impolitic and oppreflive, and that any other fource of 
fupply would be lefs mifchicvous to the community. Mr. 
Bentham, however, docs not merely ftate his objeétions to 
law-taxes, but propofes a plan by which, fuppofing them to 

‘ be abolifhed, he conceives the revenue would be improved ta 
a degree much more than adequate to the deficiency. 

A glance at the reception of thefe propofals by the mini- 
fter, is given in the Preface to this very interefting publica- 
tion— 


* Of the two effays now laid before the public, that which pre- 
fents a new refource was fubmitted to the proper authority in the 
month of September, 1794, but was not fortunate enough to be 

. deemed 
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deemed worth further notice. The arguments which it contains 
will fpeak for themfelves: none were controverted, nor any hinted 
at on the other fide; only, as a matter of fact, it was obferved, 
that it had’ not been cuftomary of late for the crow to avail itfelf 
of the branch of prerogative here propofed to be cultivated for the 
public ule.’ P. ili. 

‘ The idea had been honoured with the approbation of feveral 
gentlemen of eminence at the bar, fome of them in parliament, as 
many as had had the paper in their hands. If they were right in 
their wifhes in its favour, it by no means follows, that thofe to 
whom it was fubmitted in their official capacities, did otherwife 
than right in declining to make ufe of it. Of all the qualifications 
required at the Board to which it was prefented, one of the moft 
indifpenfable is the fcience of the times ; a {cience which, though 
its title to the name of /cience were to be difputed, would not the lefs 
be acknowledged to be in the fituation in queftion, fairly “-worth 
the feven.” For that mafter-fcience none can have higher preten- 
fions than the illuftrious chief of that department, none lefs than 
the author of thefe pages. ‘ 

‘ Neither his expectations, nor fo much as his wifhes, in rela- 
tion to this propofal, had extended {fo far as to its immediate adop- 
tion. It now lies with the public, who, in due time, will grant 
or refufe it their paffport to the treafury and to parliament, accord- 
ing to its deferts. 

* The “ Proteft againft Law-Taxes” had better fortune: it re- 
ceived from the candour of the’ minifter on whofe plans it hazarded 
a comment, all the attention that candour could beftow ; and, if I 
do not mifrecolleét, the taxes complained againft did not after- 
wards appear. 

‘ The publication of it in this country was kept back, till the 
propofal for a fubftitute to the tax complaimed of fhould be brought 
into fhape ; upon the principle of the parliamentary notion, which 
forbids the producing an objection to a tax, without a propofal for 
a better on the back of it. The two effays feemed no unfuitable 
accompaniments to each other: mutual light promifed to be re- 
flected, by the contraft between the beft of all poflible refources 
and the worft.’ Pp. v. 





We believe that both the cong and the reafon of our 
readers will be in unifon with the following remarks in Mr. 
Bentham’s * Proteft againft Law- l'axes’— 


* Taxes on confumption cannot fall but where there is fome 
fund to pay them: of poll taxes, and taxes on unproductive pro- 
perty the great imperfection is, that they may chance to bear where 
fuch ability may be wanting. Taxes upon law proceedings fall 
upon a man juft at the time when the likelihood of bis wanting 
that ability is at the utmoft. When aman fees more or lefs of his 
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198 Bentham's Supply without Burthen. 


property unjuftly withholden from him, then is the time taken fo 
call upon him for an extraordinary contribution, When the back 
of the innocent has been worn raw by the yoke of the oppreffor, 
then is the time which the appointed guardians of innocence have 
thus pitched upon for loading him with an extraordinary burthen. 
Mott taxes are, as all taxes ought to be, taxes upon affluence: it 
is the characteriftic property of this to be a tax upon diftrefs, 

‘ A tax on bread, though a tax on confumption, would hardly 
be reckoned a good tax ; ‘bread being reckoned in moft countries 
where it is ufed, among the neceffaries of life. A tax on bread, 
however, would not be near fo bad a tax as one on law-proceed- 
ings: A man who pays to a tax on bread, may, indeed, by rea- 
fon of fuch payment, be unable to get fo much bread as he wants, 
but he will always get fome bread, and in proportion as he pays 
more and more to the tax, he will get more and more bread. Of 
a tax upon juftice, the effect may be, that after he has paid the 
tax, he may, without getting juftice by the payment, lofe bread by 
it: bread, the whole quantity on which he depended for the fub- 
fiftence of himfelf and his family for the feafon, may, as well as any 
thing elfe, be the very thing for which he is obliged to apply to 
juttice. Were a three-penny ftamp to be put upon every three- 
penny loaf, a man who had but three-pence to fpend in bread, 
could no longer indeed get a three-penny loaf, but an obliging 
baker could cut him out the half of one. A tax on juftice ad- 
mits of no fuch retrenchment. The moft obliging ftationer could 
not cut a man out half a datitat nor half a declaration. Half 
juftice, where it is to be had, is better than no juftice : but with- 
out buying the whole weight of paper, there is no getting a grain 
of jultice. 

‘ A tax on neceflaries is a tax, on this or that article, of the 
commodities which happen to’ be numbered among neceflaries: a 
tax on juftice is a tax on all neceflaries put together. A tax ona 
neceflary of life can only leflen a man’s fhare of that particular 
fort of article : a tax on juftice may deprive a man, and that ia 
any proportion, of all forts of neceffaries.’ P. 5. 





¢ Juftice is the fecurity which the law provides us with, or pro- 
fefles to provide us with, for every thing we value, or ought to 
value : for property, for liberty, for honour, and for life. It is 
that poffeflion which is worth all others put together : for it includes 
all others. A denial of juftice is the very quinteffence of injury, 
the fum and fubftance of all forts of injuriés. It is not robbery 
only, enflavement only, infult only, homicide only: it is robbery, 
enflavement, infult, homicide, all in one. | 

* The ftatefman who contributes to put juftice out of reach, the 
financier who comes into the houfe with a Jaw tax in his hand, is 
an acceflary after the faét to every crime : every villain may hail 
him brother, every malefactor may boaft of him 2s an accomplice: 
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To apply this to intentions would be calumny and extravagance. 
But as far as confequences only are concerned, clear of criminal 
confcioufnefs and bad motives, it is incontrovertible and naked - 


truth.” P. 10. 


Thefe obfervations evince the author to poffefs a fenfible 
mind, and the talent of delivering his thoughts with great 
ftrength and clearnefs of expreffion.—We extract fome fur- 
ther paflages, in which the heavy preflure of law-taxes, on 
certain parts of the community, is defcribed with much point- 
ed animation— 


‘ The poor, on account. of the ignorance and intellectual in- 
capacity infeparably attached to poverty, are debarred generally, 
as perhaps it is neceflary, were it only for their own fake, they 
fhould be univerfally, from the fweets of political power : but are 
not fo many unavoidable inequalities enough, without being added 
to by unneceflary injuftice ? 

‘ Such is the defcription of thofe from whom this fum total of 
all rights is torn away with one hand, while tendered with the 
other: what are their numbers in proportion to the fum total of 
fubjeéts? I fear to fay—perhaps two thirds, perhaps four fifths, 
perhaps nine tenths: but at the loweft computation a vaft ma» 
jority. 

‘ A third defcription of perfons may yet be diftinguifhed, whofe 
condition under the fyftem of law-taxes is {till more deplorable, 
than that of either of the othertwo. I mean thofe, who having 
wherewithal, to pay the impofition at the commencement of the 
fuit, and during more or lefs of its progrefs, fee their fubftance 
{wallowed up by the taxes before the termination of it. The two 
preceding modifications of abufe, either of them bad enough, are 
thus put together, and compounded into a third. 

* Confidered with a view to the treatment given to perfons of 
this defcription, a court of juftice is converted into exa¢tly the 
fame fort of place, as the fhop of a baker would be, who having 
ranged his loaves along his window in goodly fhew to invite cuftam- 
ers, fhould, inftead of felling them the bread they afked for, 
firft rob them of their money, and then turn them out of doors. 
To an unprejudiced imagination, the alliance between juftice and 
finance, prefents on this occafion a picture almoft too near the 
truth to be termed an apologue, At the door of a houfe more pre- 
datory than any of thofe that are called houfes of ill fame, the 
judge in his robes prefenting to. unfufpeéting paflengers a: belt to 
prick in; the lord high treafurer in the back ground with his 
ftaff, lying in wait, ready as foon as the victims are fairly houfed, 
and the money on the table, to knock them down and run away with 
it. The difference is, that any man may choofe whether he will 
prick in the belt of the unlicenfed fharper, nor are any but the 
raweft louts to be fo deluded : whereas the wifeft men may be in- 
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inveigled in, as well as the ftouteft dragged in, by the exalted and 
commmiffioned plunderers fo much furer is their game.—For 
were the lift of law-taxes ever fo familiar, and ever fo eafy to be 
underftood, it is impoflible for a man to know before hand, whe- 
ther he has wherewithal to pay the bill, becaufe it is impoflible for 
him to know what incidents may intervene to lengthen it. Were 
a man even to fit down, and form a refolution to fubmit to every 
injury which he could not afford to profecute for, and to plead 
guilty to every accufation which he could not afford to defend him- 
felf againft, even at this price he could not fave himielf from the 
hardfhip of paying for juftice, aggravated by the {till greater hard- 
fhip of not getting it.’ P. 15. 

In fome of the above remarks, there is an apparent want 
of refpect for the dignity of juridical ranky which we fhould 
not fail to cenfure were we not perfuaded that the author writes 
in /pirit and in truth, rather than to indulge farcafm,—that 
a fincere eagernefs for reform in the matter he difcuffes, 
has dictated his bold language, and that it is not his intention 
in the leaft to diminifh the reverence due to juftice, or to the 
characters of thofe who are intrufted with its adminiftra- 
tion. 

After ftating various probable reafons why the taxes 
againft which he protefts have not been the fubject of more 
general complaint, Mr. Bentham thus acutely proceeds— 


¢ But the great caufe of all is the profpect of acquiefcence: a 
profpect firft prefented by hope, fince realized over and over again 
by experience. It is too much to expeét of a man of finance, that 
he fhould anticipate the feelings of unknown individuals : it is a 
great deal if he will litten to their cries. Taxes on confumption 
fall on bodies of men: the moft inconfiderable one when touched 
will make the whole country ring again. The oppreffed and 
ruined objects of the taxes on juftice, weep in holes and corners, 
as rats die: no one voice finds any other to join with it. 

* A tax on fhops, a tax on tobacco, falls upon a man if at all im- 
mediately, and preffes on him conftantly : every man knows whe- 
ther he keeps or means to keep a fhop, whether he means to fell or 
to ufe tobacco. A tax on juftice falls upon a man only occafion- 
ally : it is like a thunder ftroke, which a man never looks for till 
he is deftroyed by it. He does not know when it will fall on him, 
or whether it ever will: nor even whether, when it does fall, it 
will prefs upon dim moft, or upon his adverfary. He knows not 
what it will amount to: he has no data from which to calculate 
it: it comes lumped to him in the general mafs of law charges: a 
heap of items among which no vulgar eye can ever hope to difcri- 
minate : an object on which inveftigation would be thrown away, 
as comprehenfion is impofhble. Calamities that are not to be 
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averted by thought, are little thought of, and it is beft not to think 
of them. When is the time for complaint? Before the thunder 
bolt is fallen, it would be too foon: when fallen, it is too late. 
Shopkeepers, tobacconifts, glovers, are compact bodies : they can 
arm council ; they come in force to the houfe of commons. Suitors 
for juftice have no common caufe, and fcarcea common name : 
they are every body and nobody : their bufinefs being every body’s 
is nobody’s. Who are fuitors? where are they? what does a 
chancellor of the exchequer care for them? what can they do to 
help him? what can they do to hurt him? So far from having a 
common intereft, they have repugnant interefts: to crufh the in- 
jured, is to befriend the injurer. 

‘ May not ignorance with regard to the quantum and the fource 
of the grievance, have contributed fomething to patience ?—Un- 
able to pierce the veil of darknefs, that guards from vulgar eyes the 
avenues of juftice, men know not how much of the difficulty of 
the approach is to be-aferibed to art, and how. much to nature. 
‘As the confumers of tobacco confound the tax on that commodity 
with the price, fo thofe who borrow or would have wifhed to bor- 
row the hand of juftice, confound the artificial with the natural ex- 
pence of hiring it. But if the whole of the grievance be natural, 
it may be all inevitable and incurable, and at any rate it may be 
no more the fault of lawyers or law-makers, than gout and ftone 
are of phyficians.—Happy ignorance !—if blindnefs to the caufe of 
a malady could blunt the pain of it!’ p. 55. 


We do not think the pifture here.prefented of the fitua- 
tion of fuitors for yu/ffice, too ftrongly coloured, and fhould not 
have been furprifed if fome allufions had been made to the in- 
delicacy of perfons of rank and wealth deriving part of their 
income in the way of profit upon proceedings in courts of 
law !—In making this remark, we mean to be juft, not invi- 
dious : for though there is much feeling as to the expenfe of 
law, there is alfo, as our author obferves, much ignorance on 
the fubje& :—the blow that ftrikes comes from an unfeen 
hand, and the injury it produces is imputed to the practifing 
members of the legal profeflion, who in this refpect have 
incurred very unmerited animadverfion, as by far the princi- 
pal part of the heavy charges complained of is drawn with- 
in the vortex of public fupply, or goes to augment the pri- 
vate fortunes of thofe individuals who are quartered on that 
part of the revenue. 

The ground-work of the plan of Supply propofed by 
Mr. Bentham is thus concifely defcribed— 


© Of the extended Law of Efcheat, according to the degree of 
extenfion here propofed, the effeét would be, the appropriating to 
the ufe of the public all vacant fucceffions, property of every de- 


Cait. Rev. Vou, XVI. February, 1796. P nomi- 
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nomination included,,on the failure of near relations; will or no 
will,, fubje& only to the power of bequeft as hereinafter limited. 

‘ By near relations I mean, for the purpofe of the prefent pro- 
pofal, fuch relations as ftand within the degrees termed prohibited 


with reference to marriage.’ P. 3. 


On the eligibility of fuch a. plan it is very difficult to pro- 
nounce: its adoption would formidably innovate on our 
fyftem of landed property,—would perhaps recall to our 
view fome of the exploded evils of feudal rapacity,—and 
would obvioufly tend, under the fhape of Supply, to throw a 
large, accumulating, and dangerous weight of independence 
into. the fcale of the crown. | 

Other important confiderations might be hinted at: it is 
however, but juftice to obferve, that Mr. Bentham ftates 
and anfwers a number of objections to his plan with much 
ingenuity and acutenefs.—Though not prepared to give our 
approbation of the mode of fupply pointed out by Mr, Bent- 
ham, we confider him as entitled to the thanks of the public, 
for communicating his opinions :-- -the.arguments in his pro- 
teft againft Law Taxes, to us appear found and convincing: and 
fhould he fail to eftablith a fubftitute, we think that neverthe- 
lefs he will have done his duty :—to prove his affertion, is.the 
art of the objector: to find a remedy, is the province of the 
itatefman. . 

We truft that our readers will not think we. have been.too 
copious in reviewing this publication—it is every where preg 
nant with good fenfe, and, as a compofition, is diftinguifhed by 
uncommon ws and originality of argument and manner.— 
Had not the author written on a fubje€t extremely remote 
from the Belles Lettres, we fhould have noticed a few inaccu- 


racies in his flyle. 





Confideration: on the Medicinal U/e and Produétion of Faétitious 
Airs. By Thomas Beddoes, M.D. and Fames Watt, Enz 
gineer. Part III. 8vo. 35. fewed. Johnfon. 1795+ 


WE have before given it as our opinion, that the fubject 

in queftion ought to be profecuted in the way, of expe- 
riment, and that no reafonings, however plaufible, could be 
deemed conclufive. We are happy. to find that the prefent 
pamphlet confifts almoft entirely of relations of cafes, in which 
the factitious airs, have been employed by. a number, of .medi- 
cal pra€titioners. We fhall therefore, perform our, duty by 
laying before the public, as candidly as we are able, what has 
now been afcertained with refpect to thefe interefting pur- 
fuits.—In a letter from Sir Jeremiah Morrifon to Dr. Ren- 
fhaw, placed at the beginning of this pamphlet, we find the 


following lines— 
¢ Proceed, 
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* Proceed, high-toned enthufiaft! coax mankind 
With idiot mouth to gape and fuck the wind; 
To each forfaken belle and faded beau, 

In Hope's gay glafs alluring viffons fhew. 

each in terfe phrafe how chemic airs can {pread 
O’er the wan cheek the rofe’s opening réd : 
Smooth the dull brow: new {coop the dimpled cell 
Where once a finiling Cupid loved to dwell ; 

In the dim orb the glance of youth relume, 

And o’er the features breathe Promethean bloom. 
Nor boaft thy airs cofmetic powers alone : 
Difeafe and vanquifhed Time their virtues own. 
Pneumatic art unfixes Cancei’s claw, 

And fhields the viétim doomed to Phthifis’ maw, 
See Palfy dance! his hollows Macies fill, 

And Afthma pace without a puff up hill 4 


‘ If but three thoufand pounds obey thy call, 
Mankind fhall mourn no more old Adam’s fall. 
Thenceforward—blooming through a fecond {pring—~ 
Tenfold the race affigned by Ifrael’s king ‘ 
Eve’s half-immortal progeny fhall run, 

And new Methufalems furprife the fun!’ p. ix, 


The firft cafe with which we are prefented is that of Sir 
William Chambers, Knight of the Polar Star, F..A.S.» &c. 
who is 85 years of age.’ This gentleman writes an account 
of his own cafe, which was dropfy, to Dr. Beddoes.—He 
ufed vital air, together with fome other remedies, but attri- 
butes his cure chiefly to the former. ' 

The next is a cafe approaching to dropfy, in a young wo- 
man. She got well under the infpiration of vital air properly 
diluted ; but other ufual and good remedies were very pro 
perly made ufe of at the fame time. 

We are prefented with a cafe of hydrocephalus in a lad 12 
years of age. This proved fatal: but. the infpiration of vital 
air was not, from particular circumftances, properly purfued. 
He experienced fome relief during the infpiration of fuper- 
oxygenated air: but he alfo underwent a courfe of mercury, 
and took bark and bitters. 

The next cafe, communicated by Dr. Redfearn, is that of 
a perfon cured of a bad hxemoptyfis, by infpiring daily one 
pint of hydro-carbonate, mixed with 20 quarts of common air. 

Dr. Alderfon mentions, in a letter to Dr. Beddoes, ‘a cafe 
of approaching phthifis cured by hydrogen gas, and two cafes 
ef chlorofis cured by oxygen gas. Dr. Alderfon cured an- 
other young lady of what he Eppbtes to have been an ap- 
proaching phthilis, by means of hydrogen gas. But, difmal to 
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relate! ‘ at the expenfe of her fine florid colour, her counte- 
nance having ever fince been of a darker tint than before the 
was ill.” Query—May not this young lady reafonably bring 
an action againft Dr. Alderfon for the recovety of her oxygen? 
What is health when compared with this charming pigment? 

In the next cafe we are informed that the infpiration of 
oxygen gas was found extremely ufeful in a venereal cafe, in 
which the mercury would not act with advantage without its 
aid. 

The next cafe, which ftaggers our faith not a little, we thall, 
as it is very fhort, infert verbatim — 


‘ Extract of a letter from Dr. Thornton, July 5, 1795. 

¢ Captain of the Devonfhire militia, was under the care 
of feveral furgeons, for a white-fwelling of the knee, which, as is 
ufual, increafed, notwithftanding the means employed. Mr. Baf- 
tard, member for that county, advifed him to place himfelf under - 
Mr. Hill. After having inhaled the fuper-oxygenated air but a 
fostnight, and taken a mixture of bark, myrrh, and columbo, his 
health was reftored and invigorated ; the fwelling had gradually de- 
creafed; he could move his limbs without pain or lamenefs; and 
in three weeks he was perfectly cured. 

* Ever yours, 


| ‘R. I. THORNTON.’ p. 21. 


In another letter from Dr. Thornton we are aflured that 
the pain arifing from an extremely bad cancer was entirely re- 
moved by inhalitig the fuper-oxygenated air. 

The next cafe is that of an afthma cured by vital air, and 
communicated by the patient. 

In a letter from the Rev. Jofeph Townfend, we are affured 
that oxygen gas is an excellent remedy in fores which have a 
tendency to mortification, and in melancholia. 

In a letter from Mr. Danby to Dr. Beddoes, is ftated his own 
cafe of palfy, produced by lead contained in wine, and cured 
by vital air. Mr. Danby obferves— 


¢ You will fcarce credit the affertion. A week had not paffed 
from the time of my firft inhaling the vital air, before my appetite 
returned, and my nights were rendered fo comfortable and refreth- 
ing, that my wife could fcarce get me up at a reafonable hour in 
the morning—-bed was become fuch an indulgence! my fpirits, as 
you might expect, were very great; my appetite the fame; and my 
family obferved that my countenance was confiderably mended, 
Before the month was out, the motion of my hands was fo far re- 
ftored, that I_could compofe catches and glees, and in fix weeks I 
beyan to employ my crutches.’ P. 32. 

This cafe is followed by fome very pertinent obfervations 
on 
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on the mode of preparing and adminiftering the factitious 


airs, by Mr. Watt. 
Then follows a cafe of catarrh exceedingly relieved by in- 


haling the vapor of zther. 

In a cafe of great debility and _" confinement, and in 
which the patient was in the habit of taking 110 drops of lau- 
danum, in order to obtain fome imperfect fleep, the ftrength 
and fpirits were relieved by means of vital air, and a: lefs 
quantity of opium anfwered the defired purpofe— 


¢ Obfervations on this cafe, made by Dr. Thornton, and Mefits. 
Wathen and Phipps. 1. From local fulnefs we judged it pru- 
dent to take blood’ from the eyes of Mifs F . Her blood at 
firft hardly coloured a white handkerchief; foon after fhe had in- 
haled the fuper-oxygenated air, it flightly tinged it; and in a fort- 


night the blood became of its right florid hue. 
‘ WATHEN and PHIPPS. 


‘ 2. The dofe of air given was from two to four pints of vital 
air, and lefs diluted than with moft other patients. ‘This was very 
{peedily confumed. 

‘ 3. Why the vital air is favourable to fleep would deferve to be 
explained. Nurfes, who are a€tuated by no principle but obfervae 
tion, when they want to get an infant to fleep, carry it into the 
open air; for the fame purpofe they fing to it, or dance it about. 
Now are not thefe powerful ftimuli exhaufting irritability, which 
predifpofes to fleep? The partial abftraction of the ftimulus of vital 
air alfo produces the fame effeét, and more immediately, which was 
an improvement in medicine, firft fuggefted by you, and ‘will, pro- 
bably, in cafes where ftimuli are to be feared, fuperfede the ule of 
opium: in the mean time it may not be difadvantageous to know 


how to obviate the after-evil of this prevailing medicine, 
‘R. I. THORNTON.’ P. 45. 


In the next cafe, that of major Braithwaite, we are inform- 
ed by himfelf, that he drank down by miftake two ounces of 
Jaudanum. He drank warm water in large quantities. —The 
apothecary was fent for, and he took feveral {trong emetics 
before he brought the laudanum from his ftomach, He after- 
wards had a profound fleep, and very early in the morning in- 
haled the vital air which was adminiftered by Dr. Thornton, 
who alfo ordered him to drink lemonade, which, from the 
weak ftate of his ftomach, was almoft as {peedily rejected, 
but perfedtly {weet to the tafte, and fo deprived of ail acidity, 
as left him no room to doubt that what he caft up was only 
{ugar and water. This was frequently repeated with always 
the fame refult. In the evening he ate his dinner without 
any fenfible difference, and felt the next day much as _ 
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Dr. Thornton concludes from a variety of citcumftances, ‘that 
opium difoxygenates the fyftem. Upon this idea his practice 
in the above cafe was founded; and if the cafe is accurately 
related, there can be no doubt that the {peedy recovery of Mr, 
Braithwaite was very extraordinary. 

The next cafe is that of Mr. Boothby Clopton, who la 
boured under afthma, and attributes his recovery to the in- 
halation of vital air. 

Mr. Cooper acknowledges that he found great relief, in 
‘weaknefs of fight of long continuanee, from the breathing of 
vital air.—He made ufe of the air for another complaint, that 
of a kind of tumors, ‘ which were very flow to fuppurate, 
and when they did, produced only a watery difcharge, and a 
fore that took a long time in healing,’"—Thefe, we are told, 
were brought into a healing ftate, and ultimately cured by 
means of the vital air. 

Mrs. Berham, of Fore-ftreet, inhaled the vital -air. She 
had been from her youth much diftrefled with a nervous head- 
ach, and weak digeftion. She thought that.it removed a 
weight from her ftomach,—that her f{pirits were better, and 
her appetite mended ; but her head-ach continued the fame, 
Her fight, fhe affures us, was alfo temporarily relieved. 

Mrs. Broomhall acknowledges that fhe was cured of a bad 
head-ach by means of vital air. 

Mr. Cotterel, of King-{treet, Weftminfter, inhaled vital 
air, and ufed other remedies, with relief of what feems to 
have been_a dyfpeptic and hypochondriacal affeétion. 

In a letter to Dr. Beddoes, Dr. Thornton mentions that he 
found the vital air of great ufe in a cafe of pregnancy, at- 
tended with vomiting, fainting, and convulfion fits. 

Dr. Thoxnton, in writing on the fubjeét of impaired organs 
of fenfe, begins in the following manner— 


‘ From the very quick reftoration to fight of the blind boy, 
whofe cafe I have before related, where there was water oppreff- 
ing the brain, and from the cafe of Patterfon, it was gene- 
rally rumoured abroad, that gutta /ferena yields to the powers of 
vital airp—This report gained the more credit, as a lad, who had 
been deaf—fo deaf, that he did not even hear the Tower guns, 
though placed under them when they were firing, and whofe 
mouth was drawn awry—by inhaling the vital air had entirely re- 
covered the right pofition of his mouth, and could diftinguifh loud 
founds, as the Rev. Mr. Townfend and many others witneffed.’ 


P. 58. 


Dr. Thornton then proceeds to mention the cafe of a lady, 
whofe fight was amended by the ule of vital air, . 
/¥¢ 











Beddoes and WVatt on Fachtions Airs. 207 


. Dr. Thornton next proceeds to mention the beneficial effects 
which he had experienced from yeaft in febrile cafes. 

_ Mr. Phipps, furgeon, mentions the cafe of a lady, who la- 
boured under chronic inflammation of the eyes, attended with 
dy{peptic fymptoms and difficulty of breathing. He concludes 
by ftating a curious circumftance— 


‘ I had frequently been in the habit of fcarifying the infide of 
the lower ‘eyelids, from which fhe always found temporary relief. 
Prior to the exhibition of the vital air, the blood poffeffed fo few 
red particles, that it fcarce tinged the handkerchief, and appeared 
more like the ftain from yellow ferum than from blood. After the 
had taken the air for fome days, it gradually affumed a redder co 
lour, and at laft regained its proper red appearance ; a {trong proof 
this, of the power of oxygene to change the nature of the blood,’ 
P. 71. 


Cafe of Mifs Stephens who acknowledges, in a letter to Dr. 
Beddoes, her recovery from a ftate of extreme debility and low 
{pirits by the inhalation of vital air. 

Mr. Barr mentions the cafe of a woman who ufed the hy- 
dro-carbonate gas for. an affe@tion of the cheft which feems to 
have been attended with fome degree of inflammation. We 
are very candidly, however, informed that fhe alfo took lauda- 
num and James’s powders, and that fhe loft 6 ounces of blood. 

Dr. Darwin, in a letter to Dr. Beddoes, obferves that * in 
recording the efficacy of new medicines, cafes in which they 
do not fucceed, are ufeful as well Gs thofe in which they do.’ 
We confefs that we fhould be happy to think that Dr. Beddoes 
has taken as much pains to procure atteftations of cafes in 
which his remedies have failed, as of thofe in which they have 
fucceeded. But this is more than can reafonably be expeéted, 

Dr. Darwin proceeds to mention a cafe of hydrothorax which 
terminated fatally, but in which fa man breathed ‘ oxygen 
which was undiluted, and took about fix or feven gallons every 
day for about a fortnight without any apparent effect, except 
that at laft one parcel of air difagreed with him, which was 
probably owing to fome inflammable material, which had in- 
cautioufly been mixed with the Exeter manganefe in putting 
it into the tube.’ That fo large a dofe of undiluted oxygen 
gas fhould have had no effe&t whatever, might lead to a doubt 
as to the furprifing eficacy which we are taught to expect 
from comparatively minute quantities. It muit be acknow- 
ledged, however, that rhe moft potent drugs, in particular 
cafes and conftitutions, feem to be almoft devoid of activity. 
Dr. Darwin alfo mentions the cafe of a young married lady 
who was much relieved of an exceflively. bad head-ach by 


the inhalation of oxygen gas. 
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Dr. Pearfon relates the cafe of a young woman who labour- 
ed under epilepfy to a great degree. He writes to Dt. Bed 
does, and obferves—‘ In the inftance of epilepfy of which 
you have given an account in one of your publications, the 
{ymptoms were aggravated by oxygen air. In the prefent 
cafe, if it did no good, it did no harm.’ 

We next find, related by Dr. Carmichael, the fequel of I. 
T.’s cafe, who is finally reftored to health. 

In a letter from Mr. Rolph, furgeon, we are prefented with 
a cafe of debility attended with much pain, the nature of 
which does not feem evident. The man infpired vital air, 
and at the fame time, from whatever caufe, experienced great 
relief. : 

The cafe of the much-lamented Dr. Crawford is next men- 
tioned. Dr.Crawford ufed the hydro-carbonate air, and thought 
that it corrected the offenfivenefs of the expeétoration. 

The following particulars are worthy of obfervation— 


« I tried by way of experiment how long I could retain one in- 
fpiration of common atmofpheric air, with a ftop-watch before me, 
and found it to be twenty feconds. I then inhaled common air 
mixed with nearly an equal part of oxygene air which I fuppofe 
enabled me to retain it 32 feconds. Laftly, I inhaled oxygene, fuch 


as manganefe yields. This was retained, by nearly the fame effort 

5 feconds, without that fenfation of heat in the ftomach, which re- 
fembled the feel occafioned by weak peppermint-water, and which 
I had experienced before, upon inhaling diluted oxygene.” P. 91. 


Mr. Edgeworth thought that a recent catarrh was much 
relieved by breathing a bag of modified air. ‘The quantity 
of air refpired was five quarts of hydrogen, with near 35 of 
common air. 

Next follows a letter from Mr. Sandford, on the external 
application of gaffes. 

We are next told of a fore leg cured by inhaling the 
vital air, and alfo of a bad eruption of the face, removed by 
the fame remedy. 

Dr. Thornton recommends the dilution of the variolous 
matter ufed in inoculation, and mentions two favourable 
cafes in fupport of his opinion. 

In a letter from Mr. Barr, we are prefented with a cafe 
attended with the ufual fymptoms of hydrothorax, cured dur- 
ing the ufe of oxygen gas. Digitalis and anguftura were alfo 
employed. 

A cafe of pituitous afthma relieved by oxygen gas. 

. After having related the contents of this publication as 
much at length as the nature of our plan will admit, we hall 
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Woliftonecraft’s Tour. 209 


not undertake to. decide, whether or not the ufe of airs in 
difeafes will ever become an important branch in the: prace 
tice of medicine. On the one hand we are afraid of infpir- 
ing an improper confidence, and, on the other, of throwing an 
impediment in the way of thofe who poflibly may materially 
contribute to the mitigation of human fufferings. It is cer- 
tainly right, however, that new remedies fhould be applied it, 
cafes which may be confidered as defperate; in fuch a cafe 
what man would refufe to fubmit to an experiment, which 
promifes the poflibility of recovery, or even of temporary ree 
lief? That many have experienced relief from the infpiration 
of the different gaffes, may be confidered as certain; and in 
moft of the cafes in which they have been employed, recovery 
was next to impofhible. 





— 


Letters written during a fhort Refidence in Sweden, Norway, 
and Denmark. By Mary Wollijionecraft. 8vo. 4s. . Boards. 
Johnfon. 1796. , 


ME:: Wollftonecraft is already known to the public 
as an ingenious writer, though not always corre& ej- 
ther in her fentiments or her ftyle. ‘The prefent work, con- 
taining an account of a tour through Sweden, Norway, and 
Denmark, is interefting. 


* A perfon has a right, (it is obferved in the prefatory Adver- 
tifement) I have fometimes thought, when amufed by a witty or 
interefting egotift, to talk of himfelf when he can win on our at- 
tention by acquiring our affection. Whether I deferve to rank 
amongft this privileged number, my readers alone can judge—and 
I give them leave to fhut the book, if they ‘do not with to become 
better acquainted with me.’ P. iii. 


The plan profeffed by Mrs. Wollf{tonecraft, is— 


‘ Simply to endeavour to give a juft view of the prefent ftate 
of the countries I have paffed through, as far as I could obtain ins 
formation during fo fhort a refidence; avoiding thofe details 
which, without being very ufeful to travellers who follow the Yame 
route, appear very infipid to thofe who only accompany you ia 
their chair.’ r. iv. 


The defign, allowing for the tranfient refidence of the au- 
thor in the countries defcribed, feems to be well executed. 
The ¢haracteriftic. manners of the inhabitants, and the moft 
ftriking features of the country, appear to be fele&ted with 
judgment, and delineated with tafte and feeling. The ac- 
count of Norway is more particularly interefting, from this 
country having been lefs explored, and alfo, from the minds 
of 
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of the natives being lefs fettered and palfied under the ims 
mediate iron hand of defpotifm. 

Severe criticiim might perhaps obje& to a want of me- 
thod, and arrangement in fome of our author’s accounts and 
obfervations : but we are not certain whether this is not more 
than compenfated by the lively intereft which is excited by 
this artlefs and apparently unftudied {pecies of compofition ; 
the epiftolary form of writing, likewife, admits of great lati- 
ode f in thefe refpects, and renders a degree of familiarity not 
ungraceful. 

We fubjoin the following {fpecimens of the writer’s powers 
of defcription— 


_ © Behold us now in Norway; and I could not avoid feeling 
furprife at obferving the difference in the manners of the inhabi- 
tants of the two fides of the river; for every thing fhews that the 
Norwegians are more induftrious and more opulent. The Swedes, 
for neighbours are feldom the beft friends, accufe the Norwegians 
of knavery, and they retaliate by bringing a charge of hypocrify 
againft the Swedes. Local circumftances probably render both 
unjuft, {peaking from their feelings, rather than reafon : and is 
this aftonifhing when we confider that moft writers of travels have 
done the fame, whofe works have ferved as materials for the com- 
pilers of univerfal hiftories, All are eager to give a national cha- 
racter ; which is rarely juft, becaufe they do not difcriminate the 
natural from the acquired difference. ‘The natural, I believe, on 
due confideration, will be found to confift mérely in the degree of 
vivacity or thoughtfulnefs, pleafure, or pain, infpired by the cli- 
mate, whilft the varieties which the forms of government, in- 
cluding, religion, produce, are much more numerous and unfta- 
ble. 

* A people have been charaéterized as ftupid by nature; what 
a paradox! becaufe they did not confider that flaves, having no 
object to ftimulate induftry, have not their faculties fharpened by 
the only thing that can exercife them, felf-intereft. Others have 
been brought forward as brutes, having no aptitude for the arts 
and feiences, only becaufe the progrefs of improvement had not 
reached that ftage which produces them. 

* Thofe writers who have confidered the hiftory of man, or of 
the human mind, on a more enlarged fcale, have fallen into fimilar 
errors, not reflecting that the paflions are weak where the necefla- 
ries of life are too hardly or too eafily abtained.’ P. 57. 


* We were a confiderable time entering amongft the iflands, be- 
fore we faw about two hundred houfes crowded together, under a 
very high rock—ftill higher appearing above. Talk not of ba- 
ftilles! Lo be born here, was to be baftilled by nature—fhut out 
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from all that opens the underftanding, or enlarges the heart. Hud- 
dled one behind another, not more than a quarter of the dwellings 
even had a profpeét of the fea. A few planks formed. paflages 
from houfe.to houfe, which you muft often {cale, mounting fteps 
like a ladder, to enter. 

‘ The only road acrofs the rocks leads to a habitation, fierile 
enough, you may.fuppofe, when I tell you that the little earth on 
the adjacent ones was carried there by the late inhabitant. A path, 
almoft impracticable for a horfe, goes on to Arendall, {till further 
to the weftward, 

‘ I enquired for a walk, and mounting near two banded ft 
made round a rock, walked up and down for about a. hundred 
yards, viewing the fea, to which I quickly defcenced by fteps that 
cheated the declivity, The ocean, and théefe tremendous bul- 
warks, enclofed me on every fide.- I felt the confinement, and 
wifhed for wings.to reach ftill loftier cliffs, whofe flippery fides no 
foot was fo hardy as to tread; yet what was it to fee?—only a bound 
lefs wafte of water—not a glimpfe of {miling nature—not a patch 
of lively green to relieve the ophing fight, or vary the objects of 
meditation. 

‘ I felt my breath oniuen Sed, though nothing could be Clesires 
than the atmofphere. Wandering there alone, I found the foli- 
tude defirable; my mind was ftored with ideas, which this new 
{cene aflociated with aftonifhing rapidity. But I fhuddered at the 
thought of receiving exiftence, and remaining here, in the folitude 
of ignorance, till forced to leave a world of “which I had feen fo 
little ; for the character of the inhabitants is as uncultivated, if 
not as picturefquely wild, as their abode.’ pr. 132. 





¢ Admiring, as I do, thefe noble forefts, which feem to bid de- 
fiance to time, I looked with pain on the ridge of rocks that ftretch- 
ed far beyond my eye, formerly crowned with the moft beautiful — 

yerdure. | 
‘ I have often mentioned the grandeur, but I feel myfelf une- 
qual to the tafk of conveying an idea of the beauty and elegance of 
the fcene when the fpiral tops of the pines are loaded with ripening 
feed, and the fun gives a glow to their light green tinge, which is 
changing into purple, one tree more or lefs advanced, contrafting 
with another. The profufion with whicly nature has decked them 
with pendant honours, prevents all furprife at feeing, in every cre- 
vice, fome fapling ftruggling for exiftence. Vait maffes of -ftone 
are thus encircled; and roots, torn up by the florms, become a 
fhelter for a young generation. The pine and fir woods, left en- 
tirely to nature, difplay an endlefs variety ; and the paths in the 
wood are not entangled with fallen leaves, which are only intereft- 
jng whilft they are fluttering between life and death. The-grey 
t cobwebe 
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cobweb-like appearance of the aged pines is a much finer image of 
decay ; the fibres whitening as they lofe their moifture, imprifoned 
life feems to be ftealing away. I cannot tell why—but death, un- 
der every form, appears to me like fomething getting free--to ex- 
pand in I know not what element; nay J feel that this confcious 
being muft be as unfettered, have the wings of thought, before it 
can be happy. 

¢ Reaching the cafcade, or rather cataract, the roaring of which 
had a long time announced its vicinity, my foul was hurried by the 
falls into a new train of reflections. The impetuous dafhing of the 
rebounding torrent from the dark cavities which mocked the ex- 
ploring eye, produced an equal alivity in my mind: my thoughts 
.darted from earth to heaven, and J afked myfelf why I was chained 
to life and its mifery ? Still the tumultuous emotions this fublime 
obje& excited, were pleafurable; and, viewing it, my foul rofe, 
‘ with reneweddignity, above its cares—grafping at immortality— 
it feemed as impoffible to ftop the current of my thoughts, as of the 
always varying, {till the fame, torrent before me—I ftretched out 
my hand to eternity, bounding over the dark fpeck of life to come. 

‘ We turned with regret from the cafcade. On a little hill, 
which commands the beft view of it, feveral obelifks are ereéted to 
commemorate the vifits of different kings. The appearance of the 
river above and helow the falls is very piéturefque, the ruggednefs 
of the fcenery difappearing as the torrent fubfides into a peaceful 
fiream.’ P. 173. 





¢ Do not forget that, in my general obfervations, I do not pretend 
to fketch a national character; but merely to note the prefent ftate of 
morals and manners, as I trace the progrefs of the world’s improve- 
ment. Becaufe, during my refidence in different countries, my prin- 
cipal object has been to take fuch a difpaflionate view of men as 
will lead me to form a juft idea of the nature of man. And, to deal 
ingenuoufly with you, I believe I fhould have been lefs fevere in the 
remarks I have made on the vanity and depravity of the French, 
had I travelled towards the north before I vifited France. 

‘ The interefting piéture frequently drawn of the virtues of a rifing 
people has, I fear, been fallacious, excepting the accounts of the 
enthufiafm which various public ftruggles have produced. We talk 
of the depravity of the French, and Jay a ftrefs on the old age of the 
nation ; yet where has more virtuous enthufiafm been difplayed than 
during the two laft years, by the common people of France and in 
their armies? I am obliged fometimes to recolleét the numberlefs 
inftances which I have either witneffed, or heard well authenticated, 
to balance the account of horrors, alas! but too true. Iam, there- 
fore, inclined to believe that the grofs vices which I have always 
feen allied with fimplicity of manners, are the concomitants of ig- 
horance,’ Pp, 215. | 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 


POLITICAL axon ©CONOMICAL. 


Exifting Circumftances ; or, the Order of the Day exemplified, in two 
Inftances of Political Inconfiftency, with regard to the Roman Ca- 
tholics and Non-jurors of Great Britain. To which are added, 
Comments and Obfervations upon the recent Outfet of a War-Mi- 
niffer at Quiberon Bay, aud Ifle de Dieu. Addreffed to the moft 
unprejudiced Nobleman in Great Britain. By Chriftopher Plain- 
fenfe, Author of ** Better late than never.” 8v0, 15. Johnfon. 


1795: 


Mr. Plainfenfe arraigns the condué& of Mr. Windham, the fup- 
-pofed advifer of the Quiberon expedition, for want of previous 
knowledge and forefight, and his colleagues for the preference they 
give to the fervices of French Roman Catholics, while they affec& to 
be jealous of the Britifh Roman Catholics, and Non-jurors. There 
is much found argument in this pamphlet : but the /enfe would have 
been more plain, if the author had condefcended to employ the 
grace of fimplicity, inftead of a turgid and inflated language, * full 
of found and fury.’ 


The Stocks examined and compared, or a Guide to Purchafers in the 
Public Funds ; containing an Introduétion, in which the Origin and 
Nature of the Public Debts are explained, and ufeful Information 
is given relative to the Management of the Bufine/s in the Funds, 
Aan Account of the Public Funds, from the Times of their Creation 
to the Year 1795, including the Imperial and Irifh Annuities, 
transferable at the Bank of England, and the Stock of publie Com~- 
panies, And Five new ufeful and extenfive Tables for the Purpofes 
of examining and comparing the Perpetual Annuities, and the Long, 
Short, and Imperial Annuities with each other, at every probable 
Price, illuftrated by Obfervations and Examples, Alfo a State- 
ment of the National Debt, and an Account of the prefent Plan for 
liquidating the fame. By William Fairman, of the Royal Ex- 
change Affurance. 8vo. Johnfon. 1796. 


This is a very ufeful publication for all perfons who are con- 
eerned with the ftocks, The title-page is a fufficient analyfis of 
the work. Every degree of information that may be required as to 
the days of managing bufinefs, the transfer days, the dividends due, 
brokerage, letter of attorney, &c, is to be found in thefe few pages; 
and a concile hiftory of each part of our funds is given, which 

feems 
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feems to be drawn up with equal judgment and accuracy. The 
tables have each refpectively their ufe, and they are calculated to 
as much accuracy as the limits of the page allowed, and the wants 

of ftock-jobbersrequire. In the firft table we have the intereft due 

on 10ol, in the 3, 34, 4, and 5 per cents, for every day in the year. 

In this calculation farthings are excluded, and confequently there 

muft be an error, which in {mail fums is of no great confequence : 

but when the ftock amounts to many thoufands, the error in fome 
cafes will exceed fhillings. The intereft for the firft day, January 6, 

upom rook in the 3 per cents. is fet down at two pence, which.js. 
rather more than the real intereft. Every fucceeding day’s intereft 

is made the fame: but as in the. courfe of a.certain number of 
days the error would be confiderable, at proper intervals it is cor- 

rected. Thus from January 6 to February 15 we have a feries of 
numbers, in arithmetical progreffion, with common difference ‘2, 

and confequently on the 14th day of February the fum due on 

tool, is 63, 8d. According to.this rule,on the next day the fam 

due would be: 6s. 10d. but as the error from calculating the intereft 
of rool, for one day is now apparent, it is rectified, and the fum due 

en the 15th is fet. down at 6s. gd. the neareft quantity to the real 

fum, the farthings being excluded. From this day we go on with 

an arithmetical feries, common difference being 2, to May 18, 

when. the fm due becomes 11. 2s. 1d. that on the next day is not 

made rr. 2s. 3d. but 11. 2s. 2d. from which our arithmetical feries 

proceeds as before to the end of the half year. The maximum of 
error confequently is on the laft day of each feries, and if the fum 

due on that day is multiplied by feveral thoufand pounds, and the 

amount calculated by the common well-known method; the differ- 

ence, though it bears a very {mall proportion to the intereft, will be 

more than an exact ftock-jobber would probably choofe to lofe. 

The former part of this table is liable in fome years to inereafe this 

error, as the-intercalary day in leap-year is neceflarily omitted: but 

notwithftanding thefe things, which were inevitable in a work like 

this, the: table will be found very ufeful by the generality of pur- 

chafers in the funds. 

The next tables we confider of very great importance, as they fhew 
at one glance-the relative values of {tock in the different funds, ac- 
cording to the current price of the day. ‘Thus the papers tell me 
that yefterday, January 29, ftock bore the’ following prices :— 
3 per cent. conf. 68%; 4 per cent. conf. 85335; 5 pe 
cent, 100 44. ‘ On looking at the tables, it appears that when the 
three per cent. conf. are between 68 3 and 68 4, the 4 per cents. 


fhould be between gil. 3s. 4d. and gol. 16s. 8d. and the five per 
cents. between 113]. rgs, 2d. and 113!. ros. rod, the intereft being 


between 4]. 7s. 8d. and 4l. 8s. od. for tool. real money; confe- 
quently the reader can calculate with eafe the-advantages to be de= 


rived by his mode of purchafing. 
Annexed 
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_ Annexed is a ftatement of the national debt as it ftood.at Mid- 
fummer 1795, the. fum of which is made.te be three hundred and 
twenty-two millions, fifty thoufand, five hundred and eighty-four pounds, 
eleven frillings and nine-pence farthing ; ; for the intereft and manage- 
ment of which fum, the nation pays annually ¢welve million, two 
hundred and thirteen thoufand, nine hundred and twelve pounds, four« 
teen faillings and three-pence. But here itis to be obferved, that: | 
this is the fum of all the capitals in the different funds, without re-~ 

ard to the difference of value in each fund. The amount of the 
national debt in real money is much greater, and may beft be cal+ 
culated by confidering what capital is, neceflary to produce the in- 
tereft annually paid by the nation. The confequence of this im- 
menfe debt is, that the lower claffes in fociety are burdened with, 
taxes; and that the monied men in the city, inftead of being employed, 
in ufeful and honourable commerce, wafte their time in pitiful {pe- 
culations, and ina fpecies of gaming more injurious to their country 
than the EO or the Pharaoh tables» Difgraceful as we think this 
{pecies of gambling to be, we are.glad to find, that, by the publica- 
tion before us, perfons will be brought more on a level, and be lef& 
liable to be cheated by the manoeuvres of the ftock-jobber, 


Our laff Refource !. or, the only Means left to obtain an Honorable 
Peace ; containing the Subftance of fome detached RefleGions whick 
have been originally fubmitted to the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, 
on the Necefity of rendering all the Military. Eftablifiments of 
Great Britain fubfervient to Maritime Operations, with a fum- 
mary View of the Situation of this land, after the Conqueft of 
Holland. ‘By the Author of “* Better late than never.” Svo. 15. 


Jordan. 1795. 


It is the opinion of this author, that, however vifionary the idea 
of an invafion from France, during our conteft with America, might 
have been, the poflibility or probability of fuch an attempt now is 
by no means chimerical. The wide range of oppofite ports, the 
alarming increafe of our enemies’ fhipping, and their excefs of 
pulation, bring the war to our coafts, with all the melancholy im- 
preflions of what may be done by numbers. The fafe poffeffion of 
Holland and the Low Countries will not only infure to the French 
a command of the North Seas, but likewife afford:them.an oppor- 
tunity to act with their navy, as they have already too fuccefsfully 
done with their army, and they will be enabled to.ovtfank, as he 
terms it, the ifland of Great Britain. He therefore recommends 
an increafe of our navy, and the direction of our whole attention to 
maritime operations, and contends for a. mode of manning the navy, 


lefs obnoxious than prefling. 
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Conciones ad Populum. Or Addreffes to the People. By S. T. Glee 
ridge. 8vo. is. 6d. Briftol. 1795. 


. Of the former of thefe we have had occafion to fpeak before, and 
we {poke in terms of approbation, 
In the fecond addrefs our orator gives an affecting and animated 
defcription of the crimes and diftrefles of the prefent war. We lay 
before our readers the clofing paragraph— 


‘ Such in addition to the evils attending all wars, are the peculiar 
horrors of the prefent, Our national faith hath been impaired ; our 
focial confidence hath been weakened, or made unfafe; our liber- 
ties have fuffered a perilous breach, and even now are being (till 
more periloufly) undermined; the dearth, which would otherwife 
have been fcarcely vifible, hath enlarged its terrible features into the 
threatening face of Famine ; and finally, of us will juftice require a 
dreadful account of whatever guilt France has perpetrated, of what- 
ever thiferies France has endured. Are we men ? Freemen? rational 
men? And fhall we carry on this wild and prieftly war againft 
reafon, againft freedom, againft human nature? If there be one 
among you, who departs from me without feeling it his immediate 
duty to petition or rémonftrate againft the continuance of it, I 
envy that man neither his head nor his heart.’ Pp. 67. 


Mr. Coleridge. poffeffes ingenuity and good fenfe. We would 
advife him to ftudy correétnefs, and to guard againft the {well in 
‘compofition, 


The Plot Difcovered ; or an Addrefs to the People, againf{ Minifte- 
vial Treafon. By 8S. T. Coleridge. Sve. 1s. Briftol, _ 1795. 


In this addrefs our orator confiders the nature of “ thofe two 
dreadful Bills” that were lately paffed ; the one of which he fays 
was an attempt to affaffinate the liberty ot the prefs, the other to 
{mother the liberty of fpeech. In the courfe of this addrefs, fe- 
veral ingenious obfervations are made. 

Mr. Coleridge obferves— 


* Governments have aflumed many different forms ; bu: in their 
effence and properties, all poffible modes of government are re- 
ducible to thefe three: government 4y the people, government 
over the people, and government with the people. 

‘ The government is 4y the people, when the affairs of the 
whole are directed by all actually prefent ; as among the American 
tribes, and (perhaps) in Athens and fome other of the ancient 
Grecian ftates, or by all morally prefent, that is, where every man 
is reprefented, and the reprefentatives act according to inftructions. 


° Such, 
9 
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Such, I truft, will be the government of France, France! whofe 
crimes and miferies pofterity will impute to us. France! to whom 
pofterity will impute their virtues and their happinefs, 
¢ Government over the people is known by ‘the name of De- 
fpotifm, or arbitrary government: which term does not neceflarily 
imply that one man poffeffes exclufively the power and direction of 
the ftate, for this is no where the cafe. The Grand Seignior has 
his Divan: nor does even the king of Spain dare act in dire& op- 
fition to the wifhes of the priefts and grandees ; who in every 
country influence the meafures of the government, and partake in 
its rapine. Defpotifm is that government, in which the people at 
large have no voice in the legiflature, and poffefs no other fafe or 
eftablifhed mode of political interference : in few words, where the 
majority are always acted upon, never acting. 
¢ The third mode is government with the people. . This ought 
to be a progrefive government afcending from the /econd mode to 
the firft: at leaft, it is bad or good according to its diftance from, 


or proximity to, the firft mode.’ Pp. 33. 


A Remonfirance in Favour of Britifh Liberty. Addreffed to the 
Right Hon. W, Pitt, Firft Lord of the Treafury, Sc. By a 
Country Gentleman. 8vo. 1s. Symonds, 1795. 


This Remonftrance was probably publifhed while Lord Gren- 
ville’s and Mr. Pitt’s Bills were under difcuffion. It contains many 
forcible arguments againft them, partly drawn from their inefficacy 
for the intended purpofe, and partly from their being an infringe- 
ment on the Bill of Rights, an inroad on the conftitution, and a libel 
upon the loyalty and good fenfe of the nation. The author is 
warm, without being intemperate, and although he advances no- 
thing new, his ftyle is calculated to engage the attention. 


Abfira& of the Hiftory of the Clergy during the Revolution in France. 
Dedicated to the Englifh Nation. . By the Abbé Barruel, Almoner 


to her Moff Serene Highns/s the Princefs of Conti. Publified ix 
French, 1793, and fince tranflated into Englif. S8vo, 15. 6d. 
Robinfons. 1795. - 


Contains the fubftance of a publication mentioned’ in our laft 
month’s Review (Pp. 60.), which, being written in a diffufe manner, 
very well admitted of an abftract. 


The Laft Advice but One, of a Lover of the Britifh Confitution, to all 
Lovers of the faid Conftitution, re/pefting the new Sedition and 
Treafan Bills. vo. 6d. Symonds. 1795. 


The advice of this author, which he terms The Laf but’ One, is 
that the people fubmit to the-Bills, otherwife ‘ they muft join, n 
Crit. Rev, Vou. XVI. February, 1796. Q. {pite 
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fpite of their teeth, the London Correfponding Society, and -the 
curfed Jacobins, in refiftance ;’ and if they do not fubmit, they 
but all that is fubftantial into danger, to avoid a merely temporary 
evil, the Bills being in force only during his majefty’s natural life = 
‘and although we know (by fad experience, one might fay, by a 
figure of f{peech) that he is infallible, we know alfo, he is not im- 
mortal. When, therefore, he fhall be ripe for.glory, and unhappily 
the time muft come when he fhall be fo, you will be free. He will 
enter into eternal life, and you into your liberties, together.’—This, 
we apprehend, is a fufficient fpecimen of the wit and fpirit of this 
pamphlet. 


‘ 


A Letter addreffed to the Rev. Robert Blyth, on his late Publication 
of a Speech delivered at the Caftle at Oakham, on the Nomination 
of a proper Perfon to reprefent the County of Rutland in Parlia- 
ment.» Ato. Id. 


The effufions of county politics are of little or no confequence 
to the public at large. We fee that Mr. X. Y. the author, is in a 
great paflion: but he does not give us data enough to determine 
whether he is in the right or in the wrong. 


Lucifer’s Lectures : or, the Infernal Tribune. Advice from Hell. 
Price a good Six-pence, Sc, 8vo. Sudbury. 1795. 


The Devil, we are told, can affume what difguife he pleafes.' He 
appears here in a thteadbare fuit, formerly the property of Dean 
Swift: but ‘the Devil was a Jiar from the beginning,’ and this 
new attempt will not refcue his character. 


The Quartern Loaf for Eight-pence ; or, Cut and Come again: being 
Crumbs of Comfort for all true Reformers, By Fack Cade, jun. 
Citizen and Jacobin. Dedicated to the Marquis of Yitchfield. 
12mo. 8d. Crofby. 1795. 


Another attempt to be vafly witty ; and fuch wit as we may fup- 
pofe hereditary in the family of Jack Cade, is difplayed here with 
every advantage it is capable of receiving from the more modern 
language of Dyot-ftreet and Petticoat-lane. 


An Account of the Proceedings of the Britifh Convention: held in 
Edinburgh, November tg, 793. .2m0. 6d, Eaton. 


Why this new{paper account of the proceedings of the Britifh 
Convention is publifhed in its prefent fhape, defies all power of 
conjecture. While, with every lover of the Britith conftitution, we 
regret the feverity with which fome of the members of this conven- 
tion were treated, we do not think it pofiible to perufe this burlefque 
imitation of the French legiflation, with gravity. The male of the 
convention is thus related— 

¢ The 
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¢ The members of the convention made feveral unfuccefsful 
attempts at another meeting, but the high hand of illegal authority 
fo haraffed them, that they were obliged to give up the conteft. 

‘’ Befides thofe citizens mentioned in the proceedings of the cons 
vention, as having been dragged out of their beds and carried be- 
fore the fheriff of Edinburgh on the fame, and next day, the fol- 
lowing citizens were added to the number, viz. M. C, Browne, and 
William Moffatt. 

‘ Meff, Skirving, Margarott, and Gerald, after the moft bold and 
animated defence, were by juries, the legal nomination of whom 
they contefted, found guilty of the crimes, previoufly committed by 
the Duke of Richmond, and/William Pitt, and by the humane 
court of Jufticiary of Scotland fentenced to be tranfported for four- 
teen years to Botany Bay : citizens Scott and Callender did not appear 
upon trial, and were outlawed ; citizen M, C. Browne, continued 
in Scotland until the date of his furety elapfed and was not brought 
to trial. Charles Sinclair was brought forward to trial, but the diet 
was deferted againft him, and he was fet at liberty, William Mof- 
fatt, William and George Rofs, were not brought to trial. 

‘ All the above mentioned citizens, except thofe fent to Botany 
Bay, have left the defpotic government of Edinburgh, and now refide 


in London,’ p. 58. 


Remarques fur les Circonftances dela Guerre, telles guelles paraiffens 
étre dans la quatrieme Semaine du Mois d’ Oobre, 1795. 8vo. 
‘as. Walter. 1796. 
A tranflation of a pamphlet afcribed to the pen of Lord Auck: 
land, reviewed in our laft volume, p. 321. 


4 tort Inquiry into the Nature of Monopoly and Foreftalling, With 
fome Remarks on the Statutes concerning them. By Edward 
Morris, Efq. Barrifter at Law. 8vg, 15, Cadell and Davies, 
1795» 

Mr. Morris objeéts, and, in our opinion, with great juftice, to 
the notions that are ufually propagated among the populace, in 
times of fcarcity, refpecting monopolies. He contends that the 
dealers in corn are more interefted than any other perions in pros 
viding the market with a conftant and equal fupply, and he traces, 
in a very fenfible manner, the influence of their labours, and the 
fources of their profits. This pamphlet, although profeffedly writ- 
ten to correct popular prejudices, is more’ particularly calculated 
for the legiflators, to whofe confideration we would wifh to re- 
¢ommend it. His remarks on the exifting ftatutes, and on thofe 
regulations which have been more recently propofed, are highly 
deferving of attention, 


Q:2 NOVELS, 
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The Wanderings of the Imagination, By Mrs. Gooch. In two 
Volumes. Svo. Os. Sewed. Crofby. 1796. 


Thofe were little acquainted with the nature of the human mind, 
who connected the idea of happinefs with that of reft. 

He who has nothing to wifh, to hope, nor to fear, (truly faid 
the late Dr. Johnfon) wants the radical principle of happinefs. 

To beguile the languor of retirement, and efcape the mifery of 
ennui in an interval from active employment, Mrs, Gooch re- 
figned herfelf to the wanderings of her imagination. 


‘ Idlenefs, (fhe juftly obferves) if not the root of all evil, is at 
leaft the ‘bane of all good; and however the fpirits may be deprefied 
by misfortune, or the body haraffed by fatigue, the mind, ftill ac- 
tive, will rather create vifions, and purfue phantoms, than fubjugate 
itfelf toa total oblivion of all the bleffings of this life.’ P. iii. 


¢ I concluded then, that without wearying myfelf fo as to de- 
prive my mind of the repofe it required, and at the fame time to 
keep its powers in a¢tion, I might devote a part of my time to the 
recollection and recital of fuch of my Wanderings as could not be 


recounted without fome topics for amufement, and fome hints 
for inftruction.’ Pp. vii. 


Thefe preliminary obfervations convey a juft idea of the fubfe- 
quent pages, in which no great powers of mind are difplayed. The 
firft volume contains an affecting ftory, which, if founded on facts, 
affords a fhocking inftance of: human depravity, or rather, of the 
corrupt ftate of fociety. The general tendency of the work is to 
inculcate humane and benevolent fentiments.—But we know not 
what the fair author ‘means, when, in declamatory periods, fhe talks 
of thofe whom nature made in hafty moments, and in her coarfeft 
moulds,—whofe ideas never can be enlarged, and whofe fenti- 
ments are only conducive to encourage them in the purfuit of their 
groveling defigns!—We do not conceive dame Nature to be fo 
partial a goddefs, nor fo bungling an artift. -One of the licenfed 
abufes which our author animadverts upon—the infolence of fer- 
vants, to whom it is not immediately convenient for the mafter or 
miftrefs to. pay exorbitant wages due to them— might be eafily ob- 
viated, if thofe, who call themfelves their fuperiors, would have the 
difcretion to confine their expenfes within their incomes. We are 
aware that this is an unfafhionable maxim: but the neglect of it ne- 
ceflarily involves confequences ftill more ferious than thofe which 
Mrs. Gooch has ftated—the infolence of vulgar trade/men fupere 


.added to that of fervants, and ultimate turpitude, difgrace, and 


3 ruin. 
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ruin. In the fecond volume, the writer’s imagination wanders inte - 
the regions of fiction, and gives birth to an amuding little Spanifh 


novel. | 
Antoinette, a Novel. In two Volumes. t2mo. 6s. Sewed. Lane. 
1796. 


Among the many novels with which the prefs is every day 
{warming, we are happy, when able to fele&t a few, which afford 
amufement without endangering the morals, aud inftruction with- 
. out the dulnefs of conftant moralifing. Of this number is An- 
toinette. 

The title, however, fhould not lead our readers to fuppofe that 
this publication is of a political character. It has not the leaft re- 
ference to the affairs of France ; and for this reafon we could have 
wifhed it had appeared under another name: the prefent is apt to 
miflead readers. 

The heroine is the daughter of a nobleman of the ancient fa- 
mily of the Percivals, barons of Arlington, that occupied Arling~ 
ton caftle, on the weftern fide of the lake of Killarney, in Ireland. 
The principal incidents of the hiitory pafs in that picturefque and 
beautiful f{pot. 

Antoinette is the daughter of Lord Arlington, by his firft wife ; 
feveral circumftances, for a long time myfterious and inexplicable, 
relating to the parents of the young lady, form a principal part of 
the plot, in the unravelling of which, confiderable ingenuity is dif- 
covered. In the chataéter of lord Arlington we contemplate thofe 
generous virtues that throw a luftre on exalted ftations; and in lady 
Arlington we view a fenfible female, who thinks the principal ex- 
cellence of her fex confifts in the cultivation of her undetitanding, 
and in an attention to her children. Both thefe characters, and indeed 
moft of the others, are well drawn: though we think lady Arling- 
ton bears the abfence of her hufband rather too ftoically, and feve- 
ral incidents are too haftily run over, particularly fuch as muft have 
occurred during the lady’s refidence in London, a defcription of 
which would have afforded a degree of variety in the firft volume. 
This omiffion, however, arifes from the limits within which the 
hiftory is related ; for there is fufficient incident for three volumes. 

The morality is unexceptionably pure ; the principles are liberal ; 
the reader is léd on gradually to events interefting and ftriking ; the 
language is in the main neat and correét, and the iffue of the hiftory 
fortunate and agreeable.. On the whole, this novel has confider- 
able merit; and we think the writer might difplay her powers of 
defcription a little more freely. 

The latter hint we drop, becaufe we underftand this is the pro- 
duction of a lady, who is likely to favour the world with another 
novel fhortly, and becaufe we think the public will receive Antoi- 


nette as a favourable {fpecimen of her abilities. 
Q3 Interfperfed 
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Interfpe rfed are feveral little pieces of poetry, fonnets, tales, &c, 
With fore of thefe we were not much pleafed: a few of them aré 
pretty, of which number we doubt not our readers will fay i is the 


following— 
¢ To ANTOINETTE, 


© You fay, dear maid, that you believe 
The love I vow to you, fincere ; 
You hope my heart would ne’er deceive, 
But to the vows I make adhere. 


© Then faith and hope, ’tis plain, combin’d, 
Thou doft within thy heart poffefs ; 
Let charity to thefe be join’d, 
And with thyfelf my paffion blefs.’ Vol. ii. -P. 247% 


Auftenburn Caftle. In two Volumes, By an unpatronized Female, 
12mo. 65., Sewed. Lane. 1796. 


Since Mrs. Radcliffe’s juftly admired and fuccefsful romances, 
the prefs has teemed with ftories of haunted caftles and vifionary 
terrors ; the incidents of which are fo little diverfified, that criti« 
cifm is at a lofs to vary its remarks. The prefent work .will-not 
be found devoid of entertainment by thofe who have a taite for 
fuch compofitions.— But we could wifh the writers, who mingle 
hiftory with fiction, would pay a little more regard to truth. Why 


Godfrey of Bouillon, the pious and virtuous hero of the crufades, 
fhould be held up as a monfter of atrocity, by the fair author of 
Auftenburn Caftle, is a queftion that we are unable to folve. 


The Fate of Sedley: a Novel, by the Author of the Offspring of 
Rufel. In twoVolumes, 8vo. 6s. Sewed. Lane. 1795. 


We mutt not prefume to give an opinion of this work, the au- 
thor of which declares, that from fuch faftidious, pedantic egots, as 
the critics, liberality of fentiment is not to be expected. 

We feel no inclination to difappoint this writer’s expeétation, 
and therefore, to efcape her cenfures, fhall wifely determine on 
filence, 


R-ErL I°-G 1.Q U.S. 


Two Difcourfes, delivered in the Chapel of the Afylum for Female 
Orphans ; on Sunday the 8th, and Sunday the 15th of November, 
1795. By the Rev. Septimus Hodfon, M. B. Re&or of _Thrap- 
fron, Chaplain of the Afylum, and Chaplain in ordinary to his 
Royal Highne/s the Prince of Wales. 8vo. 6d. Martin and 
Bain. 1795: 


Ecce iterum Crifpinus! “ Still harping upon my daughter.’ 


The obje@ of Mr. Hodfon’s addrefs, noticed in our laft Review, 
appeared 
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appeared to be to perfuade the public that there was no fuch thing 
as a monopoly of corn, and that the retailers of that article were 
even engaged i a Jofing trade. \-The_object of thefe difcourfes is to 
denounce the curfes of the poor againft the monopolifts ; and yet’ 
in the conclifion of ‘the firft of them, he wifhes ‘not'to be un- 
derftood to‘ infinuate in the moft diftant manner, that the prefent 
diftrefs originates with, or is kept up by, the crime of monopoly.’— 
Why then preach and print againft a vice which does not exift ? 
The learned divine might as well have amufed himfelf with com- 
pofing a fermon againft man-eating. ' 

The ftyle of thefe fermons is not only deftitute of force and 
beauty, but abounds in fimilar inaccuracies with thofe which we 
have pointed out in the other pamphlets of this writer. * The 
rich are accufed. of luxury, and the trader 7» the feveral articles of 
monopoly.’ - Here is evidently wanted fomething to complete the 
fentence, or the conftruétion is vicious.. We do not much relith 
the harfh metaphor of ‘ a curfe falling on a coffin ;’ and the fre- 
Guient introduction of Ahs!! Ohs! and other éxclamations, is cer- 
tainly falfe pathos. Mr. Hodfon, we obferve, affumes the regal 
ftyle—* Hitherto we have confined ourfe/ves.’ This ftyle may be 
properly enough adoted by Reviewers, who are fuppofed to fpeak 
in their colleétive capacity ; but when an individual, appearing in 
his own perfon and individual charaéter, expreffes himfelf in thefe 
terms, it has the appearance of conceit or affectation. We ear- 
neftly hope that our author will attend to our advice, and furnifh 
himfelf with Lowth’s grammar, and Dr. Blair's Leétures, or Cainp- 
bell’s Philofophy of Rhetoric. 


A Sermon addreffed to the People, pointing out ‘the only fure Method 
to obtain a fpeedy Peace and Reform, By Lady Wallace. 8vo. 


627. Reed. 14795. | 


From 1 Peter, ch. ii. v. 13. e¢ /egg. this divine in petticoats 
preaches the doétrine of fubmiffion to rulers, and to all that are in 
authority, as the only fure method to obtain a /peady peace and 
reform. This, it muft be confeffed, is no new do¢trine; and we 
are compelled to add, that it derives no aid from the compofition 
before us, which, asa fermon, or political difcourfe, is totally de- 


ftitute of every popular requifite. 


War the Stumbling=Block of a Chriftian ; or, the Abfurdity of de- 
fending Religion by the Sword: a Sermon on the public Faft, 
February 25,1795. By the Rev. F. H. Williams, LL. B, Picar 


of Wellfoourne, Warwickfhire. 8vo. 15. Robinfons. 1795. 


We have formerly had occafion to fpeak of the talents of Mr. 
Williams in terms of high commendation, and we regret that the 
| Q.4 : prefent 
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prefent publication has been accidentally delayed. As the was, 
however, ftill continues, the exhortation is yet in feafon; and-per-. 
haps more fo than it would be at another period, when the original 
caufes of the prefent war are profefedly given up by minifters, but 
when we can eafily forefee that the intereft of Britain will. be fa- 
. erificed, as it always has been, to the views of foreign princes; and 
when the claims of the emperor on the Netherlands (in which we 
have not the moft Temote intereft, as it cannot be of the leaft con- 
fequence to us in whofe hands they remain) will be made an ex- 
cufe for protracting this moft difaftrous conteft. 

We de not approve of introducing politics on any occafion into 
the pulpit ; but certainly when they are introduced, the Chrifiaz 
minifter is never fo much at home as when he preaches againft 
war: indeed we do not fee upon what grounds any man who ca//s 
himfelf a Chrifian can advance a fingle argument in favour of 
bloodfhed and devaftation. | 

The text is, ‘ Let no man put a ftumbling-block in his brother’s, 
way :’ and the preacher firft addreffes his audience, as ‘ citizens. 
who have been excited to immoral animofities, agitated with un- 
founded jealoufies, or perplexed between difcordant principles ;’ 
and he proceeds to fhew that the people of this country can have 
no poffible intereft or motive to wifh the continuance of war. He 
next addrefles them as Chriftians— 


* I come next to addrefs you as Chriftians, and not only as the 
people of England, but as the people of God, to take up the fim- 
bling-block that is before you,—a carnal piety—a vindictive zeal — 
2 worldly gofpel—and a military Chrift.—I impute not thefe to 
you, my brethren, as vices of ‘your hearts, but as errors of your 
minds. Yet are they errors more fatal to religion than even the 
grofieft: vices—Errors of principle, which by corrupting the firft 
fprings of action, and deftroying the natural counterpoife of re- 
morfe, take away from the Chriftian every energy refulting from 
his faith, and leave him a morality more lifelefs than that of the in- 
fidel. Our religion, I repeat it, is pure and peaceable ; it rejoices 
in light and clearnefy, it delights in the open level plains of reéti- 
tude and fimplicity ; but ambition and avarice have dragged it into 
all the mazes of fecularity: its blindfolded yotaries purfue with 
heedlefs fteps; they wander after it through the thorny coverts of 
hypocrify, and even amidft the dark groves of idolatry; until at 
length a new fcene opens to their view, and a field of battle is be- 
fore them. ‘To fuch a ftate are Chriftians now reduced—a ftate 
which I fhall not venture to defcribe otherwife than in thefe two 
ftrokes of the Apoftle’s pen——** Without are fightings’”-—— Within 
are fears.” P.13, ~ 

He expofes in very ftrong terms the abfurdity of pretending te 
ght for religion, to fight for God! and he concludes by enumerat- 

ing 
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ing the real enemies with whom a Chriftian hasto contend, and an 
exhortation to make a wife and proper ufe of the duties of the day. 


¢ Yes! Chriftians + your religion is indeed in danger—in danger 
from domeftic foes.. Let me name to yoy fome of the ri id, 
of this feditious crew, thefe confpirators againft your temporal and 
eternal peace. | 

‘ A {pirit of intolerant and mifguided zeal—a wilful blindnefs to 
the deformities of corruption—a profligacy of morals, and a con- 
tempt of manly principles—a bare-faced: difplay of vice, and a 
fervile imitation of luxury—an infolent affectation of public virtue, 
and a vile defertion from all the facred duties of private life—a 
childifh dread of falutary improvement, and a doting fondnefs for 
infipid forms :—thefe, I repeat, are your internal enemies ; which, 
whatever fhare they may have had in determining the naturé of 
your unhappy war, have rendered at leaft your prefent humiliation 
but juft and neceflary. Juft—as it regards the retributions of the 
Almighty ; and neceffary—as it implies a reformation of yourfelves,’ 


P. 30. 


Whether minifters have mended the matter, or got rid of the ab- 
furdity, by changing the profeffed obje& of the war, we muft leave 
to the good fenfe of our readers to determine. We-engaged in the 
war, to fight for religion ; we underftand we are to perfift in it, to 


Sight for peace! I! 


England’s Friend. By the. Rev. Richard Taprell, Svo, 15 
Dilly. 1795. 


From Amos iv. 12. this author inculcates.in an earneft and af- 
fectionate manner the neceffity of national repentance. His de- 
fign, he fays, is not to amufe or entertain, but to be ufeful ; and as 
he writes in a plain and intelligible manner, and recommends reli- 
gion from its importance to the eternal welfare of mankind, we 
are not without hopes that this little publication may be fuccefsful. 


The Right to Life, A Sermon, preached before the Univerfity of 
Cambridge, November 29, 1795, 4y Richard Ramfden, M. A. 
Fellow of Trinity College. 8vo. 15. Rivingtons, 


* What right have I to live? ’——-Some one of our readers may fay—- 
‘ what right have I to live?-—why, God has given mea found body, 


and provifions to fupport it. I do not injure any one, and do not ° 


find any one difpofed to injurg me, much lefsam I difpofed to in- 
jure myfelf by taking away my own life. I cannot find any right 
that I have to live; but I muft put you on the proof to tell me 
what right any one has to, take away my life.’ We agree in this 
remark, and think, that if the preacher had entitled his difcourfe, 

The 
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The Right to take away ‘Life, he might have got rid of the obfeu. 
which prevails throughout almoft the whole: af his fermon. 
He talks a great deal of the valueof life to an individual—of the 
Tanguage derived from it—of the right to life being a facred right, 
a right of nature, a right of man—of the principle of vitality—of the 
right to life being common with us to the ‘brute creation; but, 
after much circumlocytion and fome vague refiectiaqns on nature and 
rights, we come to this conclufion, that the right to take away the 
life’ of a man is founded on one of the commandments of God to 
Noah. In this‘we partly agree with our author : but, when we 
came to that which we prefumed would be the main part of his 
reafoning, we felt ourfelves entirely difappointed. ‘The blood of 
the murderer is to be fhed, becaufe, it is faid, ‘God made man 
after his own image ;’ and this reafon, which is the beft that can 
be given, inttead of being explained, affords an opportunity only to 
the preacher to expatiate on man’s redemption, and, in cafe of 
rdon, on his re-entrance into Paradife, which have nothing to do 
with the queftion, how the creation of man in the image of God 
made it unjuftifiable in any of the fons of Noah to take away the 
life of his brother. 

That,our author does not underftand this paflage, is pretty evi- 
dent, from his pretending to find reafons for the commandment in 
the aggravating circumftances which may attend murder; and thefe 
reft on the dignity or fituation of the perfon, who. is murdered, in 
fociety. But the commandment of God had no relation at all to 
future ranks $ it was given when there were only eight perforis in 
the world ; and the reafon of it is founded on a privilege of human 
nature belonging equally to the prince and the beggat. ‘ Whofo- 
ever fheddeth man’s blood, by man fhall his blood be fhed, becaufe 
in the i image of God was man created.’ 

The text is taken from the twentie:h chapter of. Exodus, where 
murder is fimply prohibited; but our preacher does not feem to 
be aware, that in the Mofaical law many exceptions are made to 
the precept given to Noah, and it is permitted to the Jews to put to 
death criminals for a variety of f{pecific offences. The fubject de- 
ferved mature inveftigation, which might have led the ‘author to 
confider the propriety of taking away, the life of man under the 
difpenfations of Noah, of I Mofes, and of Chrift. The difpenfations 
of Noah and Mofes differ in this refpe&t; and it is certain, that in 
the Chriftian kingdoms in Europe the taking away of life is not 
only not regulated by either of them, but differs in different coun- 
tries. In this difcourfé no reference whatever is made to the Chrif- 
tian difpenfation ; and we might conclude, that our author thought 
the precepts of Noah and Mofes, at the prefent day, of univerfal 
o ligation. 


We cannot enlarge farther to point out a variety of obfcure ex- 
preflions, 
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preffions, arifing from the conftant attempt in the writer to clothe a 
common fentiment in pompous diétion, by which he falls conti- 
nually into the figure, by the French called werdiage. He would 
hardly juftify the murder of a prieft ; yet he fays, ‘ the murder of 
the prieft of God Bears a pleading prayer to Heaven;’ and inftead 
of a pathetic dehortation againft the crime of murder in general, 
the difcourfe concludes abruptly, with certain aggravations attendant 
on it. Thus it ends— 


¢ Ten thoufand thoufand cords fhall be drawn through the 
hearts of a people to the heart of the king. His fecurity fhall feed, 
ftrengthen, comfort all. When his heart burfts at the feet of the 
ungrateful confpirator, anguifh like the piercings of the {word hall 
fill every bofom, defolations which cannot be calculated: fhall 


come.’ 


A Difcourfe occafioned by the Death of Alexander Chriftie, Efy. of 
Townfeld, late Chief Magiftrate of Montrofe; containing fome 
Ods/ervations om the Progrefs of Religious Knowledge in Scotland, ; 
and on Mr. Paine’s Age of Reafon. By a Layman. 8vo. 15. 
Johnfon, 1795. 


A very affectionate, and, we believe, a very juft tribute is here 
paid tothe memory of Mr. Chriftie: the colouring is perhaps too high, 
but the warmth of attachment is not eafily, repreffed while the 
wound inflicted by a friend’s death is yet bleeding. As conneéted’ 
with the fubjeét, our author enters at large into a confideration of 
the ftate of religion in Scotland, principally with a view to bring” 
forward the excellence of the unitarian principles, which he de- 
fends with coufiderable fkill, though w.thout advancing more than ’ 
the common topics that are to be found in various tracts publithed’ 
and circulated by unitarian focieties, : ; 


A Sermon preached at Worfhip Street, Shoreditch, Ofober 18, 1995: 
being a fincere Tribute of Re/ped to the Memorv of the Reo. 
Samuel Stennett, D. D. the Rev. Andrew Kippis, D. D. F.R. §. 
A. 8. and the Rev. Rice Harris, D. D. to which are. prefixed, a’ 
Sew Particulars of their Lives and Writings. By Fohn Evans, 
A.M. Publifted by Requeft. 8vo.. 1s. Crofby. 1795. 


This difcourfe was publifhed, the author tells us, at the requeft 
of his friends, though he had but very little time for the compofi- 
tion. We recommend to him, in. future, to pay lefs deference to 
to his friends’ judgment, and not to trouble the public with a fub- 
ject with which it is no ways concerned,—the employment of his 
time. He might have taken as much more time as he pleafed, if, 
hethought it requifite for the publication. The difcourfe is defec-. 
tive in the great effential of funeral orations, unity of defign, The 
death 
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death of three fuppofed eminent men is the fubjeét: but the atten- 
tion of the reader is perpetually diverted from them to important 
topics indeed, fed tunc non erat his locus. Sixteen pages are taken 
up with fome trite obfervations on the appropriate marks of a godly 
and a faithful man; and the nine laft pages are a rhapfody on the 
love of Chrift, drawn up on a different occafion, and printed forme 
time ago. About three pages are given to the three deceafed mi- 
nifters, and the others are filled with mifcellaneous obfervations. 

Among the latter are hints on fome remarkable circumftances 
which we hear have taken place in the diffenting intereft. Several 
of the younger minifters have refigned their pulpits, and applied 
themfelves to commerce, the bar, or literary leifure. On thefe 
young men the preacher ufes an expreflion, in which he cannot, 
we think, be juftified —* When young minifters defert the ftations 
affigned them by providence.’ We would afk the preacher, on what 
grounds he fuppofes that providence had afligned to thefe young 
men a particular ftation in a meeting at one time, any more than 
the ftation which they occupy at prefent out of the ‘meeting. In 
another place we are told, that thefe young minifters ‘ have declined 
the honourable work of the fanétuary.’ Were they ever called, we 
afk, to the work of the fancétuary ? if not, how can they be faid to 
decline it ? , 

The fame impropriety of expreffion is ufed towards the three 
deceafed minifters, who are faid to have declined, ‘ for confcience 
fake, the emoluments of an eftablifhed church.’ We allow their 
merits to be confiderable ; but it does not follow, that, if they had 
been in the church, they would have enjoyed fo great emoluments 
as fell to their fhare among the diffenters. We could point 
out in the church a man of the firft eminence in literature, whofe 
emoluments from his profeflion are not equal, we believe, to 
thofe of either of the three minifters from their refpeétive meetings. 
Befides, Doctors Stennett and Kippis were at the head of their 
profeffion, and, by means of the regium donum, had a greater weight 
of influence with inferior minifters, than moft bifhops have over 
their clergy. The fa& is, they were both brought up in the dif- 
fenting intereft, and by their talents and induftry were the orna- 
ments of it: but with the fame talents and the fame induftry, they 
might have paffed through life in the eftablifhed church, like many 
equally worthy characters, adorning their fituation in humble 
obfcurity. 

There are many quaint expreffions in this fmall difcourfe, which 
we point out to the writer, becaufe by a little more care they may 
be avoided, and his ftyle improved. He feleéts, he tells us, ac- 
eording to the cuftom of diffenters, a verfe, ‘ as a proper portion 
of {cripture to be improved on this melancholy occafion.’ He may 


apply the verfe to the occafion, or he may correét a mis-tranflation ; 
but 
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but to improve a portion of fcripture is an attempt bordering on 
prefumption. In another place, thedeceafe of the three minifters 
is called ‘the fubjeét of our improvement.’ The preacher is 
‘ obligated,’ inftead of obliged,—talks of ‘ numberlefs families, which 
he requefts to dry up their tears,’ and ufes hard words, where eafy 
ones might with great propriety be employed. We guefs his mean- 
ing, when he tells us, that ‘the moft pious are not deftitute of {pi- 
ritual declenfions ;’ but we wifh him in future to ftudy perfpicuity 
of language, and fimplicity of diction ; and, before he attempts to 
fhew his fkill in another funeral oration, to confult a few of the beft 
models left us by good writers, and not to difdain the precepts of 
the true mafters of eloquence. , 
An Alarm to Britain ; or, an Inquiry into the Caufes of the rapid 
Progre/s of Infidelity, in the prefent Age. By Fohn Famicfamy 
D. D. F. A. 8. 8. Minifter of the Gofpel, Forfar. t2mo. 25. Gd. 


Dilly. 1795: 


Different caufes have been affigned for the growth of infidelity at 
different times, and according to the prevailing humour of polemi- 
cal divines.—The ftri@tly orthodox—the liberal divine—the uni- 
tarian—decide according to their ideas of the purity of the gofpel 
but whatever difference of opinion may prevail as to the cax/e of 
infidelity, it dees not appear that any party has been fuccefsful in 
applying the remedy; and fince the French revolution, the decla- 
ration of the former convention in favour of atheifm, and the pub- 


—_ 


lication of the Age of Reafon, we have been threatened with the 


total downfall of Chriftianity. In the event of fuch a cataftrophe, 
the ftri¢tly orthodox, among whom Dr. Jamiefon ranks, have moft 
to fear, becaufe, in all revolutions of religious opinion, they have 
parted with leaft. He is induced therefore to found an Alar ta 
Britain on this critical occafion. His profeffed defign is, not ta 
enter directly into the controverfy with deifts, but to take notice of 
fome things which feem to operate as caufes or occafions of the in- 
creafe of infidelity. He obferves, that although thefe are,in general 
denominated cau/es, it is not meant that they neceffarily produce the 
evil referred to, or afford any proper excufe for it. The term is 
merely ufed in a lax fenfe, according to its frequent acceptation, as 
Wing fo comprehenfive as to include a variety of confiderations, 
which could not otherwife fo properly come under one deno- 
mination, | 

Some of thefe caufes Dr. Jamiefon {tates to have a more remote, 
and others a more immediate influence. Among the more remote 
caufes, he enumerates the influence of popery, and its contradiction 
to reafon; Arianifm, in exhibiting a creature-god as the obje& of 
worfhip; Socinianifm, in its treatment of {cripture, its doétrine 
concerning 
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concerning the deity and an eternal ftate ; its curtailing the evidence 
of revelation, fubverting fome of the ftrongeft proofs of its necefii- 
ty, idolifing reafon, and denying the truth of infpiration ; the in- 
fluence of the Arminian fyftem, its connection with Socinianifm 
and with popery, and its peculiar do¢trines, refpecting the reafon of 
faith, depravity of human nature, divine fovereignty, free-will, and 
the operations of the fpwit. To thefe caufes, he adds, the modern 
plan of preaching ; the worldly greatnefs of-thofe who calt them- 
felves the fervants of Chrift; difhoneft fubfcription of creeds and 
confeffions ; the practice of many invefted with a facred character; 
the law of patronage; the relaxation or perverfion of church difci- 
pline; religious tefts, as a qualification for civil offices; ceremo- 
nies of human invefhtion in the worfhip of God; influence of 
human authority in matters of religion; divifions among Chrif- 
tians ; unfaithfulnefs of parents and guardians of youth; erroneous 
method of education ; viewing: religion merely in a political light ; 
temporifing conduct of minifters of the gofpel; frequency of oaths 
in civil tranfaétions ; and the falfe doctrine, that intereft ought to 
filence the claims“of juftice. 

Among the more immediate caufes of the rapid progrefs of infi- 
delity, he enumerates the pride of reafon, and the unreftrained 
fpirit of inquiry ; the charaéter of modern philofophy ; the love of 
pleafure ; falfe id@éas of the character of a gentleman; a wifh to 
avoid the appearance of fuperftition and fanaticifm ; : contempt of 
divine ordinances ; profanation of the Lord’s day; a traditional 
faith, and mere form of religion; reading on one fide of the quef- 
tion only ;*negle& of reading the {criptures, or reading them in an 
improper manner; profaning the language of {cripture ; ftumbling 
at the falls or imperfecticns of the faints, whofe hiftory is recorded in 
fcripture; refifting the evidence of facts in refpect to human de- 
pravity ; extreme affiduity of infidels ; a little learning ; and an un- 
¢ommon fpirit of innovation, He concludes with an addrefs, 
written in'a popular manner, in which fome of the prejudices 
againft Chriftianity ate confidered. 

Such are the contents of this little volume. It is obvious that 
the author has entered into a very wide field, abridging the contents 
of many voluminous works, with a view to furnifh a manual in 
favour of Chriftianity : it is no lefs obvious that Socinians, Armi- 
nians, and others, whom he ranks as enemies of Chriftianity, will 
readily concur with him in-maay of the above cau/es of infidelity, 
and that fome things, which he denominates caufes, are more pro- 
perly etfeéts, not fo much of abfolute infidelity or difbelief, as of 
an indifference in matters of religion, in perfons whom, in every 
other refpect, we are inclined to think good and virtuous. Dr, 
Jamiefon is, if we miftake not, a prefbyterian, and that of the 


ftrictef kind, —a feceder trom the church of Scotland. He is of 
cou fe 
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courfe inclined to fee in that church, as well as in ours Certain 
caufes of infidelity, which are not fo obvious to the advocates for 
eftablifhments.. His intentions, however, appear to be fo good, 
and his zeal feems fo well fupported by various reading, that we are 
not difpofed to leffen the merit of the publication, by retorting the 
common charges of -bigotry.. If his work anfwers its purpofe in 
any degree, the general caufe will be promoted. 


A Letter to the Rev. Mr. Ralph Churton, M. A. Refor of Mid- 
dleton-Cheney, in Northamptonfhire; on his Addrefi to his Pa- 
rifhioners. From Francis Eyre, of Warkworth,'E/g. 80. 25. 6d. 
Robinfons. 1795. | 


By this account it feems, that Mr. Churton had made a very il- 
liberal attack on a few catholics refiding in his neighbourhood, 
who did not exceed eight in number. Tihe prefent letter contains 
a reply to his pamphlet;.and a very fenfible, modeft, well-written 
addrefs it is. We mean not to enter into a difcuflion of the fub- 
jet, but fee ample proofs that Mr. Eyre is 9 man of learning, and, 
apparently, of great worth. The fecond part of this letter contains 
remarks on tranfubftantiation and faint-worthip. 


PicQ (Bot: J52-,& ih. 


The Budget ! Containing Scandalum Magnatums or, the Graceful 
Apoftate: a> Poem. To which are aunexed, Multum in Nullo; 
or, the Gracele/s Apoftate : being a poetical Key to Court Prefer- 
ments, And two Pilgrims begging Bread of the King ! a plain- 
tive and interefiing Tale. 8vo. 15. 6d, Eaton. 1795. 


A contemptible farrago of thofe treafonable and feditious fenti- 
ments and vulgar abufe, which have been, we hope unjuftly, 
attributed to certain popular focieties, The mifchief it might oc- 
cafion, however, is obviated by its uniform dulnefs, which will 
probably prevent any perfon from giving it an entire perufal. 


A Collefion of Poems and Letters. 8vo. 15.6d. Sael. 1795, 


A ftrange jumble of fenfe and nonfenfe, profaic rhyme, and 
poetical profe. Wedo not here mean to apply the term poetical 
to the modulation of the periods, but to the’ flights of imagination 
in which the author fo frequently indulges. 

The author having favoured us, in the middle of this pamphlet, 
with an account and defence of his own publications, we fhall let 
him {peak for himfelf— 


* Willing to obviate an unfounded charge againft my writings, 
. as 
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as if the principles maintained in them, would deftroy the 'prieft- 
hood of all churches, I fay, that no priefthood, nor altars, nor gar- 
ments, nor facrifices are commanded, but what every believer, a 
prieft by faith in the Lord, can, and ought to perform for himfelf : . 
there are no proxies, no fubftitutes in the gofpel: nor is the Levi- 
tical priefthood fucceeded by a fecond external priefthood, but by 
a fpiritual worfhip in the living temples of our bodies: God dwell. 
eth not in temples made by hands, nor ever did, fo {peaks Stephen, 
and Solomon before him. Acts vii. 44. Ifaiahy chap. Ivii. 15. a 
competent witnefs in his day at leaft, declares, ** Thus faith the 
high and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, I dwell in the high 
and holy place: with him alfo of a contrite and humble fpirit.”’ 
ts this now changed, and has the Lord forfaken all, but the palaces, 
thrones and mitres of the gofpel-Levites, the firft-born of this dif- 
penfation ; while thefe dignified high-priefts hold the Nethinims in 
the gofpel-temples, and temple*miniftry in as low efteem as the 
Gibeonites were under that of Solomon. But take confolation, ye 
curatizing Levites: you have a firm and zealous friend in your el- 
der brother, the Bifhop of Landaff. He will give you fomething 
more than foft words and fmiling looks; he wall not refer you to 
diftant times, when providence may work a miraculous reform in 
your favour; but as he is agminis infar, a hoft in himfelf, he will 
fight your battles againft your opponents, though they fhould all be 
like king Saul, from the fhoulder and upward, higher than yourfelves. 
His known inflexibility and greatnefs of mind will not reft, ’till he 
has placed you in a fituation to live, as all the gofpel-Levites ought 
to live, above poverty, and its companions, negleét and contempt. 
Qualis ab incepto procefferit, et fibi conftet. Should his difinter- 
efted efforts fail of due fuccefs, you have a city of refuge to fly unto, 
namely, the confolatory traét of your brother, Paley. This gentle 
fhepherd, and calm philofopher in an eafy chair, with fome hundreds 
a year to fill his clerical purfe, will furnifh you with abundant rea- 
fons for contentment, even though you had no food and rayment 
for yourfelves and families. So inchanting is his picture of being 
happily warmed in fummer evenings, by the generous rays of the 
fun, which fave fuel, with your children about you, that L wonder 
fome of the great and rich of the world do not lay afide the pomps 
_and vanities of this wicked world, and defcend into the low valley 
of humble life, to tafte the peculiar felicities of that ftation. Em- 
perors have done it: popifh cardinals, and prelates have thus aéted, 
thinking, perhaps, by being poor in this world, they might more 
probably become richer in the other. 

* You have, however, a fource of confolation on two grounds : 
you cannot incur the danger of the wrath to come, by having two 
coats, and not giving one, unlefs this precept, afcribed to the bl-jah 


of his day, the baptift John, be an interpolation: whether it be or 
not, 








Monrury CaTaLrocueE. 233 


not, you hgve the invaluable privilege of being fafe from the awful 
confeqnences. A fecond refults from the difficulty of a rich man 
entering into the kingdom of heaven; for it is furely better to be 
even like Lazarus, than ne for it is very inconvenient, as a 
courtly preacher faid, for the rich to die; furely fomewhat more to 
be carried from a bed of down to a bed of fire. If thefe weighty 
reafons will not fatisfy you, a very unreafonable tribe of men are 
you, andI muft give up your caufe to a better advocate.’ P. 34. 


A Call to the Country ; inferibed to the Right Honourable William 
Wyndham, Secretary at War. 4to. 1s. Stockdale. 1796. 


In this * Call to the Country,’ we are informed that the country 
hails Mr. Wyndham as ‘her guardian and her guide.’ The au- 
thor may claim indulgences as a poet, which we fhould not grant, 
were he to pretend to be a politician. 


MEDICAL. 


Hints refpefing Human DifeGions. 8vo. 1s. Darton. 1796. 


The objeét of this anonymous pamphlet is to point out the im- 
propriety of a bill brought into parliament to prevent the ftealing 
of dead bodies. After having infifted on the neceflity of frequent 
human diffeétions, the author very juftly obferves— 


‘ This faé&t is indubitably eftablifhed in the mind of every en- 
lightened man: neverthelefs, in the prefent year, a bill, entitled 
the Dead Body Bill, was brought into parliament, and fupported 
by fome of its members ; calculated to augment the impediments 
to anatomical knowledge, by increafing fines and penalties on pro- 
curing dead bodies! By a perverfion of language, this barbarous, 
becaufe unfcientific bill, was fupported under a plea of humani- 
ty !—-as if it were inhuman to acquire that knowledge which 
enables one man to remove or mitigate the miferies of another ! 

.* Could this knowledge be annihilated by fines and penalties, 
what would be the confequence to one of thefe fenators, were he 
accidentally to break a leg, or fraéture the fkull? In his anguith, 
would he not regret the want of that knowledge he had contributed 


to prevent or impede ?’ P, 10. 


The author thinks that if this bill were to receive the fanction 
of parliament, a fociety might be inftituted to counteraét the dif- 
ficulty of procuring dead bodies, all the members of which thould 
engage to be diffeéted on deceafe. We entirely agree with him in 
thinking that fuch a fociety would moft properly originate among 
medical men, but we cannot relifh his propofal, that in order to 

Cart. Rev. Vou. XVI, February, 1796. R procure 
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procure fubjeéts of the oppofite fex, the wives of medical men 
eught to become * female members.’ Though we hope that all 
medical men would rejoice in the idea of contributing after death, 
as well as during life, to the alleviation of human mifery, yet we 
believe that there are but few who have attained to fuch excellence 
of ftoicifm, as to wifh their wives to be diflected for public benefit 
and information. 

If the author really means what he writes, and is defirous that his 
opinions fhould be carried into practice, we would advife him the 
next time he addreffes the public, to treat a fubject fhocking to the 
human feelings, lefs ludicroufly. 
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A Letter from Pennfylvania to a Friend in England: containing 
valuable Information with re/pect to America. By L. F. Fardine, 
M.D. 8vo. 15. Dilly. 1795. 


We cannot but wifh that Dr. Jardine’s friend had publithed this 
letter with a more modeft title. * Valuable information with refpeé 
to America,’ promifes rather too muth. The information is indeed 
much the fame as that contained in Mr. Cooper's publication, and 
confirms our obfervation—‘ That America is the country for a 
poor and hard-working man, but that thofe who expect the eafe 
and luxury of Europe will be difappointed.’ 

Our author’s account of the French fettlement on the banks of 
the Sufquehanna is pleafing. Moit of the fettlers, he obferves, 
had belonged to the conftituent affembly ; and the baron Beaulieu 
enjoys himfelf not lefs than in his former ftate, as the humble 
keeper of a tavern. At Loyal Sock he obferves— 


‘ The trees, which confift principally of hemlock, a fpecies of 
pine, are from nine to twenty-feven feet in circumference, and one 
hundred to one hundred and twenty in height; the oak, the hic- 
cory, and the chefnut are not much lefs.’ P. 16. 


In the vicinity of Northumberland, he fays— 


* The expences of this fituation would be nearly thefe: one 
hundred acres (which it feems are fufficient) at 3l, per acre, 300l. 
—100l. or lefs to be advanced at firft, and the remainder in {mall 
fums, paying legal intereft; but to thofe who can advance the 
whole, confiderable’ allowance is made. Labour is procured at 
about two fhillings a day ; but labourers are fcarce. The houfe 
and barn would coft about 2ool.; and the ftock, at firft, about 
10ol. Families, while the houfe, &c. are preparing, might be 
accommodated with houfes, or lodgings, at Northumberland, at a 
very moderate rate,’ Pp, 19. 


la 








MontHry CaTALoGve. 23§ 


In this account we. are a little apprehenfive that the wages of 
labourers is rather under-rated ; and they are indeed-fo fcarce, that 
they are in fome inftances not to be procured at all, infomuch, 
that if we are rightly informed, a refpectable philofopher, who emi- 
grated from this country, is obliged to guide the plough with his 
own hands. ‘The following paragraph contains a fummary of oar 
author’s information— 


‘You, perceive the Back Lands, as they are called, recommend 
themfelves by the cheapnefs of their purchafe, and the great proba- 
bility there is of their being, in the courfe of time, of confiderable 
value ; as all the Pennfylvania lands are now fo rapidly rifing in 
price, that within the laft two years they have increafed almoft one- 
third, The difficulties, however, in the way of fettling in fo re- 
mote a fituation, are fo great, as effectually to deter me from un- 
dertaking it. The next refourceis to the land in peopled parts of 
the ftate, the price of which, very highly cultivated and well built 
upon, is fo much too high, as not to be at all an objeét of my at- 
tention: the price of two hundred acres of fuch, a defcription is 
from two to four thoufand pounds. It appears that the average 
price of good land, with little or no improvements, is about three 
pounds peracre. This is about the price which L think Euro- 
peans, unaccuftomed to much labour, fatigue, and feclufion from 
the world, muft give for that land and that. fituation which will 
render them comfortable and happy: I advife none of my friends 
to think of any thing elfe.. I am alfo decidedly of opinion, 
from what I have feen, and. from the enquiries I have made, that 
Pennfylvania is the moft healthful ftate ; and that Northumberland 
is by far to be preferred to ail the other counties of Pennfvlvania ; 
as it is more healthful, and better fituated with refpec&t to the whole 
of the United States. I have no doubt that the land near the town 


of Northumberland is inferior to-none.’ Pp. 21. 


The account of the origin of the Indian war appears to us very 
candid, and the author gives it as authentic— 


* At the time when the Britifh govérned this country, the line of 
feparation between their property and that of the Indians was form- 
ed by the weftern waters ; that -is, the Ohio and Allegany rivers. 
The Indians having, at that time, much more land than it was pro- 
bable they would ever want, a treaty was made between them and 
the Britifh, in which a pre-emption right to that land was fecured 
to the Britith ; who, previous to the revolution, made no ufe of it, 
At the end of the American war, however, the Britith, in their 
treaty with the United States, guaranteed them the pre-emption 
right which the Indians had enfured to the Britifh by their treaty, 
In confequence of this, many fettlements have been formed on thefe 


. waters under the protection of this government. But the Indians’ 
R 3 confidered 
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confidered that the Britifh could, upon no- juft principle, transfer 
the right from themfelves to any others ; and molefted the fettlers to 
fuch a degree as to make it neceflary for them to call upon this go- 
vernment for redrefs and protection. The United States imine- 
diately went to war with the In.lians: the confequence was a 
treaty, by which they guaranteed the fame right to the Americans. 
It is, however, certain that the Britifh did inftigate the Indians to 
this bufinefs, and did encourage them, by means of fupplies of va- 
rious kinds, to perfevere in the war.’ ; 34. 


Candid and Impartial Stridures on the Performers belonging to 
Drury-Laxe, Covent-Garden, and the Haymarket Theatres. _De- 
dicated to that great Admirer and Patron of the Stage, his Grace 
the Duke of Leeds. 8vo. 2s. Martin and Bain. 1795. 


This performance, we are told, was written for the purpofe of 
inveftigating the feveral merits and defects of moft of the Lon- 
don performers, and thereby afcertaining a proper opinion, and the 
precife extent of their feparate abilities, and it is ‘avawedly founded 
on the bafis of candour and impartiality.’ There certainly can be 
no better dafs for a ftruéture of this kind; but from the nature of 
the fubjeé, itis impoflible for us to judge how fag the architeé& has 
fucceeded. All that we can fay is, that his ftyle is not remarkable 
for ftrength, delicacy, or intelligibility. Ex. gr—* Miss Porse— 
A dramatic vefal, do not doubt us, {ceptic reader, at near the age 
we fhould fuppofe of fifty, and of talents pleafing, lively, and 
highly comic. Her perfon bad, but made more fo of late by its 
encreafed corpulency. Her face not much engaging, and. her 
voice’ bawling and unmufical. -For all thefe defeAs, fhe has de- 
fervedly had poffeffion of the town for many years.’ It is not 
eafy to conceive pleafing, lively, and highly comic talents united 
with a bawling and unmufical voice ; nor that the lady fhould have 
been a favourite with the town /or all thefe defeéts. 


Remarks on thofe Paffages in Mr. Belfham’s Memoirs of the Reign of 
George the Third, which relate to the Britif Government in 
India. 8vo. 25. Owen. 1794. 


The part Mr. Belfham has taken, in his hiftory, againft Mr, Haft- 
ings, has drawn upon him this attack, underftood to be by major 
Scott, the warm partifan of that gentleman. His ftrongeft defence 
he refts on the broad bafis on which Mr. Erfkine placed it long 
ago,—that Mr. Haftings could not with juftice be impeached by 
thofe who were content to enjoy the profits of his oppreffion. 
He attempts no more therefore than to prove him a good fervant 
of the India company. 


‘ Mr. Belfham expreffes fome furprife at a declaration often, as 
he fays, repeated in fubftance in India, that “ The riches-and fe- 
curity 
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curity of the governors, and not the welfare of the governed, ares 
without hefitation,- admitted and avowed to be the grand end and 


object of government.” 

‘ Mr, Belfham muft know that this is, and ever has been, the 
principle by which this nation, and every other, has held, and ever — 
will hold, foreign poffeflions—The operation of this principle ‘has 
prevented Bengal from enjoying a greater degree: of internal pros 
fperity than it does.—But even under the conftant operation of this 
pernicious principle, the Britifh government in India has been fe 
attentive to tie welfare and happinefs of the people, that Renigal, im 
the laft twenty years, has progreffively increafed in agriculture, po- 
pulation, and commerce, even under the dreadful devaftation occa- 
fioned by the famine of 1770.—Such is the folemn evidence given 
by fir John Shore, the prefent governor general of Bengal, in Weft- 
minfter Hall; with this addition, that he declared with all the cote 
fidence which conviction infpired, that the natives were more hap~ 
py, their property better fecured, and that they fuftained lefs op- 
preflion, than under their own native fovereigns. 

‘ But the principle alluded to is as broadly avowed, and ever has 
been fo, in England, as in india.—The legiflature avowed it in 
2767, when they took four huadred thoufand pounds a year from 
the company, as the nation’s fhare of the furplus revenues of Ben- 
gal.—Mr. Dundas avowed it, every year that he opened his 
budget, and as often as he boafted that, for the fifteen laft years, 
the refources of Bengal were moré than five millions a year, and its 
expences three. —The legiflature recognized the principle, when, in 
1793, they "took for the public, half a million a year from the 
furplus revenues of Bengal, on renewing the charter of the compa- 
ny for twenty years. 

‘I agree with Mr. Belfham that all governments ought to be 
inftituted merely for the benefit of the governed, and that no money 
fhould be taken out of the pockets of the governed beyond what & 
requifite for thofe fervices in which the people have an important 
intereft.—But no nation upon earth ever held a foreign dominion, 
except from an opinion that it was to-derive fome advantages from 
holding it.—The common fenfe of mankind, reafoning in the ab- 
ftraét, muft be fhocked at the idea, of a few ftrangers from an 
ifland in the temperate, governing with abfolute power, for thirty 
years, twenty millions of peoplé in the torrid zone. 

‘ What common intereft fubiitts between Bengal and Chima, 
that fo much of the productive labour of the former fhould be fent 
to the latter country every year, and without receiving the {malleft 
return ?—It was highly injurious to Bengal that fo many of sher 
millions fhould be tranfported to Madras and Bombay, during the 
laft general war. It is contrary to every pririciple of juitice, that 
Bengal fhould be taxed to the utmoft, in order to fend every year 


a million of furplus revenue to Great Britain, in the form of an 
invefiment 
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inveftment—yet Bengal does raife refources in her government two 
millions a year beyond her expences, becaufe its, fovereign, the 
Britith nation, has an intereft totally diftin@ from, and utterly incom- 
patible with, the welfare of Bengal. 

. © Of what confequence is it to Bengal, that the proprietors of 
India ftock fhould receive a dividend of ten and a half per cent. 
every year? or that half a million annually fhould be paid into our 
exchequer ?-~-To effect thefe points, and to fupply Bombay, Ma- 
dras, and China, with money, the landed revenues of Bengal are 
kept up to three millions a year—The monopolies of falt and 
opium are continued.—Benares pays four, and the nabob Vizier five 
hundred thoufand pounds a year, to the Britifh government.—Let 
us be guided by the pure principles of juftice-—Let no more mo- 
ney be raifed in Bengal, in each year, than is neceflary to fupport 
its own government ; it will then ceafe to be what Mr. Dundas has 
called it, * the brighteft jewel in the Britifh crown.” 

* Icare not one ftraw for the fenfelefs clamour of orators who {peak 
for a momentary purpofe; but when an hiftorian condemnis a prin- 
ciple, he ought to determine where that principle originated, and 
by whom it has been encouraged. 

‘ The infamy, as many term it, of the flave trade, now refts 
where it ought to do—not upon thofe who carry on the commerce 
under exifting laws ; but upon parliament, who framed and con- 
tinues them.—If there be merit in acquiring and preferving India 
to Great Britain, that merit belongs to lord Clive, and to Mr, 
Haftings, and to many other valuable men. If there be infamy 
in the ufe which we have made of our dominion, that infamy refts 
with parliament.’ vp. 5S. 


Major Scott goes on to accufe Mr. Belfham of having drawn 
his account’ from imperfeé or partial fources, and from charges, 
fome of which were brought oraforically, and not fupported by 
fubfequent proof. We have already expreffed our opinion that 
Mr. Belfham, through'the warmth of his virtuous feelings, has not 
been wholly free from blame on this occafion. ‘The pamphlet con- 
tains much extraneous matter, and criticifes Mr. Pitt nearly as 
much as Mr. Belfham. The author is very warm, and gives hard 
words: the #onfen/e of Mr. Belfham is a phrafe that occurs continu- 
ally. The expreffion is intelligible, however : but we would advife the 
author to ftrike out of his vocabulary the work /orrify, which we 
believe is no where elfe to be found. 

Guicciardini’s Account of the Ancient Flemifhn School of Painting. 
Tranflated from his Defcription of the Netherlands, publifled in 
Italian at Antwerp, 1567. With a Preface, by the Tranjlator. 
35. Crown Svo. fs. 4to. Sewed. Herbert. 1796. 

We cannot. more properly notice this article than in the con- 
cluding words of the Preface— 

6 ‘ The 
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¢ The tranflator hopes this pamphlet will not be unacceptable 
to the connoiffeur, efpecially fince the excellent Anecdotes of 
Painting in England have excited fuch curiofity on the fubje& ; and 
there are feveral notices here, relative to thé art in this country, un- 
known to that work, to which this may be regarded as a feeble 
fupplement. A complete hiftory, fo far as materials can be found, 
of the ancient Flemifh fchool, is a work warmly to be recom- 
mended to fome able hand. Diétionaries of painters have their 
ufe; but a chronological arrangement is far preferable, as forming 
alfo a hiftory of the art, Painters of uncertain epochs might be 
thrown in at the moft probable period, or in an alphabet at the 
end.’ P. XIV. . 


Thome Bennet, 8. T. P. Breve Confilium de Studio Precipuarum 
Linguarum Orientalium, Hebra@ fcilicet, Chaldea, Syra, Sama- 
ritane, et Arabica, inftituendo 9 perficiendo. Iterum editum, et 
Sacrarum Literarum Studiofis (maxime vero Clericis Funioribus) 


ardentifime commendatum. 8vo. 6d. Dilly. 1795. 


This is one of the moft trifling publications that we have feen 
for fome time ; and we commend the author for writing in Latin, as 
he is thus in no danger of having his work commented upon by a 
number of readers who could not fail of {pying out its defeéts. One 
would think that the editor had flept for the laft fifty years, or 
that he was the Thomas Bennet, who publifhed an Hebrew gram- 
mar in the year 1728: for no notice is taken of any modern ftudent 
in the Eaftern languages. Walton’s Polyglott, and Buxtorf’s 
Lexicons are his grand books. He takes no notice of a Calafio, 
a Houbigant, a Taylor, a Kennicott, a Michaelis, and a hundred 
others whom we could mention, as more acceffible to ftudents than 
many of the writers he quotes. But we will give a f{pecimen of 
his talents from the authors recommended on the Arabic fan- 
guage, a language, which, within the laft fifty'years has been par- 
ticularly cultivated, —Walton’s Prol. 14—Erpenius’s Grammar— 
Walton’s Arabic Verfion—Golius’s and Caftellus’s Lexicon — 
Hinkelman and Maraccius’s Coran—Pococke’s Tograi-—Maimo- 
nides, &c.—Syke’s Evangelium Infantie—Beverege’s Jofeph’s 
Paraphrafe—-Gagnier’s Abulfeda—Erpenius’s Elmacerius—Golius’s 
Timur—and Clerk on Arabic Poetry. On the Svriac weare told only 
of Leufden, Beverege, Walton, Caftellus, and Thorndyke. 


An Account of the Inftitution of the Society for the Eftablifhment of 
a Literary Fund ;—The Tranfacions of the Committee for ' the 
Application of the Subfcriptions ;——Poems on Anniverfaries, and 
the Conftitution of the Society. Printed, by Order of the Society, 
by John Nichols, one of their Regifters. 1795. 


Although this account is not printed for fale, yet we think it en- 


titled to the moft refpectful mention. The objeét then of this fo- 
ciety 
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ciety is to relieve diftreffed authors, their widows, and children. 
As the prefent publication contains a lift of all the cafes that have 
been brought before the fociety, the public will be able to fee the 
extent of the benefits that have accrued from it; and fuch perfons 
as with to apply for relief, will perceive that the utmoft delicacy is 
preferved in what relates to themfelves, and that no readers will be 
able to trace their names. At the fame time the lift of cafes is 
fufficiently fpecific for information ; and the fubfcribers will fee 
that their contributions are properly applied. 

According to this account forty-one perfons, many of eminence 
in the literary world, have received afliftance in times of great 
neceflity. The funds of the fociety, however, it is-to be lament- 
ed, are but low; and it is hoped that the printing of thefe cafes 
will tend to increafe them. The fubfcribers do not yet amount to 
one hundred and fifty: but in-this honourable lift are_ found 
names of the firft refpeétability in the republic of letters ; and as it 
continues to increafe, we have reafon to hope that the benefits of 
the literary fund will extend in time very wide. 

The lift of fubfcribers is publithed ut the end of this pamphlet, 
and alfo three very poetical and benevolent addrgffes, which were 
recited at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, at the annual meeting 
of fubfcribers,—two by the elder captain Morris, the other by Mr. 
Bofcawen. Thofe who wifh to become fubfcribers and to be 
more fully acquainted with the nature of the inftitution, may ap- 
ply to Mr. Brookes, Bell-Yard, Temple Bar, or Mr. Nichols, 
Red-Lion Court, Fleet-Street, with whom the printed account is 


lodged. 


Short Hand made ea/y— The Elementary Principles of Short Hand 
exemplified in.a Variety of ealy Leffons, dy which a Knowledge of 
that ufeful and elegant Art is attainable-in a few Hours by the 
moft common Capacity: the whole founded on Nature, Grammar, 
and true Philofophy. By an eminent Short-Hand Writer. 80, 
2s.6d. Symonds. 1795. 


The author affures his readers, that they will find every thing 
requifite for the purpofe of learning fhort-hand, laid down in as 
eafy and regular a method as they can wifh, and as the nature of 
the work requires; and in another place he thinks, he may with 
confidence affert, that he has thrown fuch new light on this here- 
tofore dark and intricate {cience, as will make it eafy and familiar 
to every capacity. ‘There cannot be much difficulty in learning 
the principles of any fyftem of fhort-hand;—the theory is eafy, 
but the practice requires time and fome confiderable exertions: and 
it is very properly hinted in the beginning of the work, that to be 
2 proficient in this art, both time aid attention are required. 
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